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ISAAC BICKERSTAFF. 



ur mention of this man^ prefacing the Opera 

the Maid $f the MHh we were inadvertently 
led into an error respeding his having been ^^- 
cttMry to the Eirl of Chesterfield, when Lord 
Lieutenant of the Kingdom of Ireland** —The 
fa£t is, Biekerstaff was then too young for such 
an employ. He was a page to Lady Chesterfield, 
and, as is usual in consequence, received the pre- 
Spnt of a pair of Colours iti the Regulars. 



^Vtr, 



iTc have some reason to ausped that the Bk^ 
gr^tphia is mistaken in affirming Mn BickerstafF 
to have been in the marines. We believe he never 
served but in t!ie regulars, and that he attained 
no higher rank than his Ensigncy, 
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SCHOOL FOR FATHERS j 

OR, 

LIONEL AND CLARISSA, 



Authors arc commonly deceived in estimating 
their own powers. This Opera, BickerstafF deemed 
fiisbest production. The stage bills will show that 
fhe public think otherwise. Love in a Village is 
^rformed ten times for once that this piece is afled. 
Perhaps this preference may be attributed to musick 
^lone— for such CharaQer and Writing as they exhibit, 
teem tolerably uniform : — a severe Critic might say 
uniformly intolerable. 
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JBrEJtnSEMENT. 




iTiiiai fot' soroe fan* ■ 
fc in iii]^ ^rodod^ms ^ tlie 
tite the foUowwif opa«, k 
iafttetiitoiii md itwxjile 
r fnendsy soTOc cf wliem 
Iges^ ito OS' ill my tniev 

idi t vr»& tile pff«ailcr of, 

f kikowWd^c, through tte w&o&e, I hM 

y d^matk wnier ^Ciat. 

Il^n Mr* Gaeeick thonglK of 
^K Dnj^*kfie UteitTc, he had a. ik 
Bfout, Mod every dung |WB^ble far 
liwa s to be dom* ; dits iieceaEir% 
^Hiig^ and atff ro be tatrodoced; 

Igin&tly uBtd the putv occa^tined mM m 
lich meitns tlie gr«ite$t put of die aBBdci 
ly became new. Tliii i* tic cteef, and ii 
ly »|tcratian made m the opera ; aad eMa 
|M|ditt i» (^^y pUoeSj h^fe beea loccMdv 



S2agcr» 



3L FOR FATHERS is ad« 
:fa€ plot is evidently double ; 
Clarissa sdluded to but one 
tod spedUtors will easily perc 



iri ADTBETISEMENT. 

gaiiist my will, had it not given a fresh opportunity to 
Mr* Dibdin to display his admirable talents as a mi- 
seal composer. And I will be bold to say, that ha% 
airSy serious and comic, in this opera, will appear to 
no disadvantage by being heard with those of some of 
the greatest masters. 

The SCHOOL FOR FATHERS is added to the 
title, because the plot is evidently double ; and that 
•f Lionel and Clarissa alluded to but one part of it^ 
at the readers and spediators will easily perceive. 

I. B. 
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SCHOOL FOR FATHERS ; OR^ Ml 

Coi, WcU said Dv, thank you Dy, This, maittf 
Jffnkin*^ is die way I nkikc my daughter entertain rat 
every tnornitig at brvakfuit. Come here, and k^l, 
mti you slutf cotnc here, and kiss nie, you baggagiet 

Dtan* Lord, papa, you cd) one such names — « 

Co/* A fine girl, nuister Jenkins, a devilish fine girl! 
ihc has got my eye to a twinkle. There *s hre for 
spirit I ■ — I design to marry her to % Duke t 
much money do you think i Duke would expert 
such a wench I 

Jm* Why, Colonel I v^ith submi^ioni I think then 
is no occasion to go out of our own country h^ici vt 
have never a Duke in it, 1 believe, but we have many 
an honest g^ntlemant wtiOi in my opinion, might de^ 
ierve the young lady. 

CW* So, you would have me marry Dy to a couutrjf 
•squife, eh ! How say yovi to this, Dy 1 would not you 
tiither be married to n Duke ? 

iDidt. So my hu£band'& a rake, papa, I don't cait 
what he is* 

Coi, A raket you damned confounded little tiag< 
gage I ivhy you wou*d not wish to marry a rake* wou'd 
you ^ So her husband Is a iiike, she does not care 
Vp'hat he ist Ha, ha, ha, ha, hal 31 

DioM* WeUf but lUten to me, papa — When yoa' 
go out with your |,mn, do you take any pleasure in 
shooting the poor tame diicks, and chickens m your 
yard ? No, the partridge, the pheasant, ttie woodcock 
are the ^ amc j there is some sport in bringing thera 
!5c they are wWdi 




U^band or • lorer. I msM nut want fomdtr 
f g to wen ! ^foar solicr pretty bflatvtsd 



I 



fr 



fellow, lo take h.m ufcm Tli«f **tf»g — ^i 

£W, D0 yow liear hcff masi^?! JcAlins * Hs, lu, ltt.1 
/<ni* Well, but, good Colood^ •fhai do yiw orv n» 
worthy »r.^ ^Me patroo befT« Sir |fritaR 

rrtlaic f Mr .1 te o f t^lit f liOQnad 

year, as w^U y>aid rent* as ui^ In lJ» 
ut oflc only daughter to c»»joy it ; »n4 vn Yir i»«g. 
m^t you see, to give iJiii cUitiglMrr ^ 1. m 

i>Kf^. Pray^ Mr* Jcnkina^ how Ot>c* rvi«M CtmiB 
d ouf university friend Mr* Lionel ? Tbit ji ijie 
ly grave ycjrtjug man 1 ci«r Itkcd, aad Clie ooly 
^nd^Linu: one 1 ever wis AC^taiMBll wkk, tta M 
III make love to me. 

CW. Ay, master Jenkins, who Is this Liotid # Tliej 

3syi he is a dajnn'd witty knowing IrUow ; »d qgad 

tliink liim welJ enough for one ttroyght iipin a c*l* 

ge. ^ 

Jm, nk father was a genermt o&cr, s paftkukr 

fnend of Sir John'$^ who, like nsfif more bri«« ova, 

that live and die m itka^ng their coufitry, kfl iicdv 

isc than honour behind htm* Sir Jdhm sent tiib 

oting inafi^ at his own expeoce^ to Ogtfotd 1 wbcre, 

while his &on Lived, ihey wicfe O|i0fi the tune ioolii^t 

and since our young genttesnis'i d^illi* whicti yom 

kn&w unfortunately happened about two fan Mffh 

he has continued him there. Dttring the vK4tioD« hm 

b come to pay u% a vblt, mid Sir John toieodf 




ZG SCHOOL FOR fathers; OR, M 

AIR. 

Pm hut a poor servant^ Uis true, Ma^am % 
But was I a lady like you. Ma'am, 

In grief would I sit F The dickens a bit ; 
Noy faith, I would search the world thro\ Ma'am, 
To find what my liking could kit. 

Set in case a young man, ^ 

In my fancy there ran ; 
It might anger my friends and relations .• 

But if I had regard. 

It should go very hard. 
Or I* d follow my own inclinations. 



SCENE VI f. 

Sir JOHV Flowerdale, Lionel. 

. John. Indeed, Lionel, I will not hear of it. WW 
to run from us all of a sudden, this way : and at 
a time too ; the eve of my daughter's wedding, H 
may call it; when your company must be dool 
agreeable, as well as ilecessary to us ? I am sure f 
have no studies at present, that require your attei 
ance at Oxford : I must, therefore, insist on yd 
putting such thoughts out of your head. j 

Z/{fa. Upon my word, Sir, I have been so long fiwl 
' ? university, that it is t\mc Ilot mt to x\v«^k^l^ 



LtOifitp AltD Cf-AE1«»ll^ 



•I 



SCUTE iL 



We)], muter JcAldns I 46eh yon i^*«p» 
I Kobkiiufi, a Duke, an &»!« ^r n M^rmm^ 
: be c^MHent to *l»re In* fiti^ I zm* 

me with a vmtetemer 0! thfr-y ir 

pounds^ to fxtv ^ Moi%*gc»lk 

ka prtiv; rfcais; fcr f ^R 

Klierbro^^ oaf diildpeiu 9^ 

kr^ J shoildiyc coocttmd at llKa«, Cotoad^ ariiH 

^ ma tttch iiortuooB tto 4eyC€mA fa liu lMi»« 

r^9 and Sir Jcdia FlaaenUle^s. 

irViok foiii raasier Jadnaii SirJiAaiflva- 
iJioiie«rgefitWii»i| oar ^nflia^fCfHvtj 
'reUted ; ire fisve been Dci^hbciun dmr oux of caai4 1 

tf he mnct 1 have an odd difpttte fto^v sad ilk>% « 
L for «vaitt of a cucdiii eaeen at botioBt^ He is 
t dauglstcr to »f «9at Uie i» a 
kpat ^rl. a itttaMc girly a war* 
irltSiid^-* woni In yaar ^r-^-daaa me If 1 a^*^ 
sorry for lien tii 

Jm. Sonrfl Colonel? 



Htm do yet] Tr£3n ? 

I rell (ifwi, nunt^ Jeiika», he woaft d o ^g ^ 
r Ihingi 9 pig— At t&xteen yean o14, «riii«»- 
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nbouts, he w;is si bold, sprightly boy, as you stkl 
se€ in a thousand ; coutd drink his pint of pott 

Ills bottle of claret now he mixes all hU wine! 

water. < 

Jtn^ Oh! if ihat be his only fanlt. Colonel, ba 
ntVr nutke the worst: husband} V\\ juit^wer for iti 

CU^ You know iny wife is a woman of qiialit|^ 
I was prevailed upon to send him Co be brougl 
by her brother Lord Jes^amy, who had no cbildn 
his own, and promised to leave hini an estatc^^ 
has got the estate indeed, but^ the fellow hastakfl 
Lordship^s name for it. Now, master Jenldl 
would be glad to know, how the na.me of Jessai 
better than that of Oldboy, < 

Jen^ Well ! but Colonel, it is allowed on all I 
thathi$Lord&hlp has given your son an excellent) 
cation, < 

Coi* Psha! he sent him to the university, u 
travel forsooth ; but what of Uiat \ I wai abroad 
at the mnversity myj*elf, and never a rush the fa 
for either. 1 quarrel'd with his Lordship aboil 
years before his death, and so had not an oppof| 
of seeing how the youth went onj if 1 had, til 
Jenkins, 1 would no more have suffered him \ 
made such a monkey of — —He has been in my \ 
but three days, and it is all turned topsey-turwl 

him and his rascally servants then his cham] 

like a perfumer's shop, with wash- balls, pasteai 
ponuktnm and do you know^hc had the impti 



)r to bdiaTc mftdf f i 

imy, ColoDd, lioir does aif I^dif livyf 

^ha^ttiyvifel in t^ old «sr. ^mb? |e 

^fS C«ill|itai^i^; tin iiwiilfcii^ dir ^M 

^headt or tier back, or fcarl ip hm \ 

I the devil lo pny Uniy ifcc Hi t M4 

Doe moliter lior Utree wecki 

lovM^Sirr 

lliltie a£lr of jcikwiif yon ^mt 1e90v« i 

ferper*$ dauighfer hai lad a riiM, i^d I 

i^gvge tMkn h tnto tier beid •• by ift §» i 

liy ioul it is a fioe ht chulibf i 

^ eyes on ; I havie sent it i» i 

u and naCf 1 belkine 1 shinkaweic i i 

ih, ColotKti )x»u itill oerer give oter* 

pu know my lad J bts a firetty VQB of paeUft 

ine aa beiok epistle lapet^ it, wii0ir ifct <■■» 

iear iaise Damooi »o I let ber cf^ m lilll^ 

I to da so fio morti and now ivc arc si food 

eevcr* 

tTellt Cotonrl, I must like fiif Ictte | I iHir 

k message, ;iOii Sir Joha may eipod lie 
iit compny lo dsnaer^ 17* 

, we'll conic — pox o* unm fp mf tmamg 
won*c y<^ii stsy to lee S17 uof I Impe 
ifm^ and ^ «riii be hcfr js soott a» 

tciiaiiih ^LTC hjin leire. 

^ b no occa^n, good Skri pcrfcnl wy 

Bii 



CpI. Wellf bur^ loiinds, Jefikin$, you miisf m 
tilt you tlrink somethtng—ltr ymi and I have st h 
of hock^— 

Jen^ Not for the worlds Colond j I never U 
mny thin^ strong in the morning'^ 

€oL Nev'cr toticK any thing strOj>g * Why one 
tSe won*t hurt ymi, twaii, thhh oldp and as mii 
milk. 

Jfs. Well, but, Colonel, pray excuse mr. 

AlH- 

'^ in ike days ef my youths 

As mirth and nature bid^ 
i itk*da gf^^Sf 
And I Imi'd a ioiSf 
And I did asyounkets did* 



But ftGfit iam old^ 
With grit/k k toid^ 

1 must thostJ'naksJbrheaTi 
At sixty -threff 
Twixtyou and rn^f 
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SCENE ftL 
f, JfiSSAMTj lady Mart Olobo y^ and tAn C^i^mt 

Lai^ hL Shut the door, why don't you shut the doof 

there } Have you 3 mind I should catch my deal J 1 > 

This house is absolutely the cave of j^olus ^ oiic had 

I 33 good live on ihc eddy -stone, or in a wittd-milh^oi 

ifn Jfip I thought They told your Ladyship, that 

thene was a messenger here from Sir John Flowcrdale, 

C&L Weil, sifi aiid so there was ; but lie had not 

I patience to wait upon your cu rl in j^* Irons, Mr» Jen* 

kins was here^ Sir John Flowerdak*s steward, who 

has \ived in the iamdy these forty years. 

Mr. Jtu And pmy, Sir> might not Sir Jahn Flower- 
dale have come hiniselfi if he hsid been acquainted 
w ith the rules of good breedings he would have known 
that 1 ought iQ huvc been visited, 
I ijady M. Upon my word, Colonef, this is a solecisfn^ 
^Kf?/* 'Sblcjod, my Lady, it *s none. Sir John Flow- 
PPisLle came but last night from his sister's seat in the 
r West* ^*^d b a little out of order. But I suppose lie 
thinks he ought to appear before him with his daughter 
in one hand^ ind his rent -roll in the other, and crj\ 
$ir, pray do me the favour to accept thetn, ai^ 

^dj M. Nay» bul^ Mr, Oldboyt permit me lo say— 
)/, He need not give hjtn&elf s<» triany affcaed Eif s ^ 
Kink it's very w^ll if he gets such a girl fot goJii| 
B iij 




atcy 
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far ; she's one of the handi^omest and ric^ 
country, and more thbin he deserves 

Mr, Jts. That's an exceeding fine china jar 
dyship has got in the next room i I ^w the f^ 
it the other d^y at WiUiams^ and will send 
agent to purchase it i it is the tRie ma 
blue and white « l^dy Bett^ Earebones h 
that she gave an hundred guineas for, on 
India man ; but ^hr reckons them at a hunnfr 
lwenty*fivc, on account of half a dozen plate 
Nankeen beakers, and a couple nf shaking Mai 
that the cuatom-hou^e officers took from un 
petticoats, 

Co/. Did ymi ever hear the like of this I He 
tering about old china, while I am talking: to 
a fine girl. I tell you what, Mr. Jessaujy, sine 
the name you choose to be called by, I hsv 
mind to knock yo\t down* 

Mr. Ja* Knock me down ! Colonel f Whai 
mean f I must tell you. Sir, this is a langl 
which I have not been accustomed ; and, if yc 
proper to continue to repeat it, I shall be und< 
cewity of quitting your hou^ ? 

CoL Quitting my house ? 

Mr, Jrs. Yes, Sir, incontinently. 

CaL Why, Sir, am not 1 your father, Sir,' 
1 not a right to talk to you as I like ? 1 will. 
But J perhaps, I mayn't be your fether^ and 
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LtOUrt A9IP ClARIf 1A» 

M^skveni and eirtlt, Mr- Old!b«7 f 
fs tlic matter, Mbdanif I 

Hnhl hub! tndll 
kyuu Istsgli atxde* yoa 
^KliD*i there ? somebody bfi^ inr i 
BR Oidboy, fim thnm nv wtakif 
h rqieaSed convttlsioQS — hm I joe your 
It to by oie in my £im?Ci ai>d jnn wiO 

Kit Eati^f;i£^tio<i« 
E bffur the ligtit of him. 
pen that windoiri ^ve iiic Atx, or i 



i^U 



ks, \\o\d, holdi let tne lie a 

If neck fm. Thb cursed ih^r^ mxA wimd 

inei bring di$wn my mtff, 

iy, do, and his greatcoat. 

Rl. Marg*ret» some bamli^ni. Mj dear 

Iboy, whj'' wilt you fly out in tMi way, urbcii 

'W Imw it shocks my tender txrwa I 

>bbod, Madam^ its enough to make a ma 

^f, Hartshor&l Hartshorn 

^«* Colonel i 

^^ou bear the puppy f 

fettwiU you give me leare taaakfoaonr 



don't know whetbei- 1 will or not. 
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Mr* Jt$* 1 ahoitld be glad ta knoWf tliat*s all, 
single circumstance in my condud, carnage, ur 
figure yyu cun possibly fitid fault with — Pcrhjip&l 
may be brought to reform — Pr*ythee let me Ivcar 
from your own mouth, thei), seriously what it is 
do like, and what It i& you do not like* 

CoL Hum! 

Mr, Jtts. Be iiigenuovj5» speak and &pare not, 

CoL You would know I 



AIR. 

Z$Mndti Sir! then rUtdlym Xi/ithmt anyjat^ 
Tht ihing ofaii things^ which I hait and d^int j 

A coxcomij^ ^f^pt 

A dainty milk- sop ; 
Wh(^f fsifnc'd and dizm^djrom bottom to top^ 
L$Qksjjist likf a doll/or a miiiiner't shop, 

A thing full qfpratct 

Andpridt and Lonctit ; 

Alijkshiotif no taaghii 

Whi> ihfugs^ and takes snvff^ 

And tartus a muff} 
A mnik liif 
Finiking^ 

French powdtr^pvff: 
And }KWj Siff I fancy ^ I've ioidym tmnght 



nOVn Alio CLAKIttA. 



SC£NE1K 

Ma&t Oldbot^ Mr^ JutAiix, 

'miat*8 thniMtter with the Gdonel> Mtt^ 

your ladytiyp know e 

Htigho I don^c be suiprised, mf detr i i^ 
ne tiling with my late dear brotbery Lord 
they newer could agree: thtt good- iui« 
diy touly knowing die d^caey of my eam^ 
lam often iaid« aister Mary, I pity you* 
tur £uher has good quaiides, and I assure 
lember him a very fine gentleman himself, 
ar of the h|urd frost,, one thousand seven 
nd thirty -nine, when he first paid his ad- 
me, he was called agreeable Jack Oldboyy 
married him without the consent of your 
dfether. 316 

I think he ought td be proud of me : I 
rre's many a Duke, nay Prince, who would 
mselves happy in having such a son< 

Yes, my dear ; but your sister was always 
r*s favourite : he intends to give her a pro- 
rtune, and sets his heart upon seeing her a 
quality. 

He should wish to see her look a little like 
)man first. When she was in London last 

am told she was taken notice of by a fcv 
sAe wants air, manner,'-'''^ w! 



SCHOOL FOIL FATHEKS; 01, 

Lady M. And has not a bit of the genius of 
Hiily, ajid I never knew a woman of it, but 
vithout, I have tried lier : about three yean 
set her to translate a little French song : I toundi 
had not even on idc^ of versification ; and she 
down love and j^y for rhymc^-s^) 1 gave her ove^ 

Mr. Jei, Why I indct^d, she appears to UaVf I 
of the Thalestris tlmu the S^pphq about her. 

Ittdy M. Well, tny dear, t must go and Aitm 
selfp tliough 1 protest t ivm litter for my bed thaif 
coach* Aiid condesceftd to the Colonel a little 
my dear. If it be only to obiige your manimai 



SCENE V. 



I 



Ijet me consider ; I am going to visit a country 
ronct here : who would fain prevail upon me to n 
r^' his daughter : the old gentleman has heard oj 
parts and understanding j Miss of my figure and 
dress. But, suppose 1 should not like her when 1 
her ? Why, positively, then I will not have her { 
treaty^s at an end, and, sans compliment, we bl 
up the congress. But, won^t that be cruel, after 
ving suffered her to Salter herself with hopes, 
Shewing myself to her* She*s a strange dowdy I i 
believe j however, she brings provision with her 
M separate nmiatcnsuict, ^_ 



j^jR^ 



la i)Oikt« 1 am gobg to tpend 
ite I fCforr i I %%ish il ikas 

it n mtadk a^ _ rkition* 



MIL 
JFira m mm af fmtmm ttwitirrmi^ 

fin mm:! 49 inij. In ■Mw«i ; 

dmi «iir «9«« ^n« ««s» ^nutls, nv^rt, 



^60 
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Tkmmimamtuukit 



scim vh 

m, TiS^k^ wttk Ghhfs and M^thiiHM* 
ChXlkn%h rnttfi^ foikwtd hy 



AIR. 
4mUt Msfp&rtf dind mt : 
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Ah I wky this paipiiation f 
And ki mff kt mt mtt 

Jtn, My dear lady, wtuit «Jls you ? 

C/«r. Nothing, Jcnoy, aoihjng, 

Jtn^ Fardoji me, JVIadam, there H »ome thing u 
you indeed. Lord I what &igailles all the f randeH 
and riches in this world, if they can't procure 
coment. t am sure it vexes me to the heart, so 
does, to sec such a dear, sweet, worthy young Li^j 
as you are, pining yourself to death. 

Clar. ^Jeany, you are a good gid, and I am i 
much obliged to you for feeling so much on my 
count ; bvit in a Uttlc time, I hope I shall be eiaifl 

Jen, Why, now, here to day. Madam, fora«il» 
you ought to be merry to day, when t!ierc*s a fia 
gcntieman coming to court you j hut, if you like 
one else better, I am sure, I wisli you had him, wii 
all my souL 

Ctar. Suppose, Jenny, I was so unfortunate, as 
like a nfian without my Other's approbatioji j woM 
you wisJi me maoied to him f 

Jtn. I wish you married to any one. Madam, th 
covdd make you happy* 

Clar, Heigho! 

Jen, Madam 1 Madam ! yondcr*s Sir John 
Mr, Lionel on the terrace j 1 believe they are comi 
up here, Poor^ d^ 
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Jen. And why s€ ? Tt is not beauty that alwi 
tikes the fiiiK)' : moreover, to let yon know, if it « 
1 don't think him any monj to compare to you, tJl 
a ihisTle h 10 a camftiion : and so's a ^ign ; for, iii 
my words, my I^dy Ioycb you, as much a% she h 
him* 

Lrvn. What yovi tell me, Jenny, is a rhing 1 neli 
merit nor expefl : No, 1 am mihappy, and let 
Continue ao ; my most presumpiiions thoughts s 
never carry me to a wish that may af^ecl her quirt, 
give hcf cause to repent, 

Jjffl, That's very honcjurable of you, I must (0 
sayl but for all that, liking's liking, and one CJ 
help it ; and if it should he my ^ady's case, it H 
fault of youo. I am sure^ when she c;iiled rae I 
her dressTUg-room, before ^ht went down to dim 
there she stood with her eyes brim fvdl of tears t 
so I fell a crying for compatiy — and then she said 
could not abide the cliap in the parlovir \ and tt 
same lime, she bid me lake an upportuinty to ^ 
10 you J and desire you to meet her in the garden 
evening after tea j for she has something to ^ 
you. 

Lion. Jenny, I see you are my friend ; for whi« 
thank yon, though 1 know it is impossible to do 
any service ; take this ring and wear it for my ; 

Jen, I am very much obliged to your honour i t 
your friend indeed — but, 1 say, you won't forge 
be in the garden now ; and in the mean time kce 
Jitde In the house as you CATij loi v?*\V^Vu.ve evesi 



UOML AKD CLA&IltA. 4^ 

I etft tell you tiie aenrtnts take notiee of 
iness, dioi^ I am always desiring them to 
own biinness. 7a 

ly have a care, Jetiny, hare a care, my dear 
d may breed suspicion, 
la 1 have a care, yourself: it is you that 
ddony ughing and pining about ; you look, 
world like a ghost ; and, if you don't pluck 
^ts, you will be a ^ou soon; letting 
the better of you. Though, to be sure, 
iks with myself, being crossM in love ip a 
ng— There was a young man in the town 
\M bom, made away with himself upon the 
it. 83 

ungs dian^t get the better of me, Jenny, 
more they don't ought. And once agun t 
le is thrown in your dish, and you are not to 
;; my lady's estate will be better than ihtcc 
s, if Sir John could give them to you. 
Iiat, Mr. Lionel, think of that, 
link of what ? 90 

AIR. 

i not to me of the wealth she possesses f 
>ef and my views to herself I confine ; 
Undemr of riches hut slightly impresses 
't that is fraught with a passion Uhe mine, 

r, only looe^ should our souls be cemented\ 
*res/, Mc fiwiiue, 6ut Ikat wou'd I own \ 
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With her in a cottage be blest and contaUed^ . 
And wretched without her^ iho^ placed on a thrm 



SCEWE If. 

Jenny, Colonel Old^oy . 

Col. Very well, my Lady, I'll come again to 
presently, I am only going into the garden fo 
mouthful of air. Aha! my little Abigail ! Here, Mo 
Jenny ! Betty 1 What's your name ? Why don't 
answer me, hussy, when I call you ? 

Jen. If you want any thing, Sir, I'll call one of 
footmen. 

Col. The footmen ! the footmen I Damn me, I ne 
knew one of them, in my life, that wouldn't pref 
rascal to a gentleman — Come here, you slut, put y 
hands about my neck and kiss me. 

Jen. Who, I, Sir! 

Col. Ay, here's money for you ; what the devil 
you afraid of ? Til take you into keeping ; you s 
go and live at one of my tenant's houses. 

Jen. I wonder you aren't ashamed, Sir, to mat 
honest girl any such proposial ; you that have a v 
thy gentlewoman, nay, a Lady of your own — Tc 
sure she's a little stricken in years ; but why shoul 
she grow elderly as well as yourself? 

Co/. Burn a lady, I love a pretty girl — 
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Jen, Well, then you may go look for one, Sir, I 
re no pretensions to the title. 121 

?^/. Why, you pert baggage, you don't know me. 
Jen, What do you pinch my fingers for? Yes, yes, 
enow you well enough, and your charekter's well 
3wn all over the country, running after poor young 
atures as you do, to ruinate them. 

ZoL What, then people say 

Jen, Indeed, they talk very bad of you ; and w hat- 
er you may think, Sir, though Pm in a menial sta- 
in, I'm come of people that wouldn't see me put 
•on ; there are those that wou'd take my part against 
I proudest he in the land^ that should offer any thing 
civil. 133 

to/. Well, come, let me know now, how does your 
ung Lady like my son ? 

Jen, You want to pump me, do you ? I suppose you 
3uld know whether I can keep my tongue within my 
2th. 

CeL She doesn't like him then ? 
Jen, I don't say so. Sir— Isn't this a shame, now — I 
ppose to-morrow or next day it will be reported 
it Jenny has been talking, Jenny said that, and 
ither — But here, Sir, I ax you, Did I tell you any 
ch thing ? 
Col, Why, yes, you did. 

Jen. I ! — Lord bless me 1 how can you 

Col, Ad, I'll mouzle you. 

Jen, Ah! ah! 

CpL What do you bawl for i \.\^r) 
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Jen, Ah ! ah I ah ! 

AIR. 

Indeed^ forsooth^ a pretty yamtk^ 
To play the atnrousfool ; 

At such an age, mrthinhs your rage 
Might be a little ccoL 

Fie^ let me go. Sir, 
Kiss me ! — Xoy no. Sir, 

You pull me, and shaht me, 
for what do you tahewe^ 
Thisjigure to make met 

Vd have you to know 
Pm not for your game^ Sir ; 
Nor will I be tame. Sir, 
Lord, have you no shame^ Sir^ 

To tumble one so ? 



SCENE in. 

Colonel Oldboy, Lady Maky, Diana, Harm^ 
Lady M, Mr. Oldboy, won't you give me yourl 
to lead me up stairs, my dear ? — Sir, I am prodigic 
obliged to you ; I protest I have not been so we 
don't know when : I have had no return of my bil 
complaint after dinner to day ; and eat so voracioi 
Did you observe Mlss^ DoClot A>Y^tvvc will bee 



ihHed whrzi he bar* C^ 

|mi poisoa fOBtx^L 

t eiea : it a good ii 
eign; asmcol&aa 
riritsj it corral tic^ 
lies the 

i licad-aclis i itisilie 




»c. A 



bled wiih liystcridts- 
Ghe air a pndi of ; 
Al. Thkttaiiiiglbtj 



IKO^ laa tffm ^B^ C^ 



</)r Al. i ptoiesi be liM tfe 
{—41c tuu itpencd to ne f 
things; and 1 lsav« 
Ute brother Lotd |^ 

Ay, a ike m'b^cCt far a 

^» df owtied In 4- — 

ijlf Af. Hush, m> dear Cofanel^ doo\ 
sure the ciiruinitaitc? 

mnubrr t-f Hnes, fhe pocm ww^i 
if I — I bc4.rd the f!-4fl of Panfei^ sxx 
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^tood Idttti, ihat U wa^ cqu^i to any thing WM 

Ius# I 

CW* Wdli how did you like your son's behaf 
at diimcr. Madam P I thotight the girl bokcd aJ 
ask^vv at hi in — Why, hf found fault with every 1 
and Ciitvtra dieted every body. 

Loi^y M. Softly, M\»$ FLowcrdale, 1 understand 
desired a private conference ivith him* 

C0L Wh^t Harman, have you got entertaiBi^ 
daughter there f Come hither, Dy; has he beeng 
you a history of the accident that brought himi 
here? 

Dian* No, Paj>a, the gentleman has beea^ 
he 

la^y M. No matter what, Miss— Hb not] 
repeat what ius been said. 

Gj/, Well, well, my Lady ^ you know the eel 
we made ; the boy is yours, the girl mine — ^ 
me your hand, Dy. 

Lady M. Colojiet, I have done — Pray, Si^ 
Ihcre any Jicws when you left Loudon; any 
about the Eaj>t- Indies, the ministT)^, or politic* ( 
kind ^ I am strangely fond of politics i but t 
nothing s^ince my Lord Jessamy^s death ; he 11^ 
write to me all the affairs of the nation, for he 
very great politician himself. I liave a manU 
tpeech of hi^ in my cabinet — He never spoke il 
it is as tine a thing as ever came from man i 

CaL What h that crawling on your Ladyship^ 



)t™ 




ihelMf MtffM^ M ^ 
to Urn, l>>; «*« 

Now, fo^vyp*)i« 

by ^Im 1 bezfi Ihr 
1 ^iid he tjnagiaei te b^ las 
Ckr himi lod y<t kc BBf lie 
Fat shame, Dy« wM the 

■msrarfun^f Gtve hia 




-T«ia 



I may rcnxsiber, Str, I toli |«»1 
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dinr^r, that I had tor some time carried on a 
correspondence with mj lordy girl ; and \!t 
father, whose consent we despur of obtaining, 
great obstacle to our happiness. 

CW. Why don't you carry her off in spight i 
then > — I ran away with my wife — ask my Lady 
sheil tell you the thing herself. — ^Her old co 
Lord of a father thought I was not good enoug 
I aounted a garden-wall, notwithstanding the 
veux-de-frize of broken glass bottles, took h 
of a three pair of stairs window, and broug 

down a ladder in my arms By the way, she 

have squeezed through a cat-hole to get at 
And I would have taken her out of the To' 
London, damme, if it had been surrounded w 
three regiments of guards. 

Dian. But, surely. Papa, you would not pe 
the gentleman to such a proceeding as this is ; 
der the noise it will make in the country ; and 

are known to be the adviser and abettor — 
Col. Why, what do I care ? I say, if he ta) 

advice he'll run away with her, and I'll give 1 

the assistance I can. 
Har. I am sure, .Sir, you are very kind; a 

tell you the .truth, I have more than once had th 

scheme in my head, if I thought it was feasibh 

knew how to go about it. 

CoL Feasible, and knew how to go about it 

thing's feasible enough, if the girl's willing 
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ith you, and you have spirit sufficient to under- 
it. 

r. O, as for that. Sir, I can answer, 
2«. What, Sir, that the lady will be willing to go 
thyou? 289 

r. No, Ma*am, that I have spirit enough to take 
if she is willing to go ; and thus far I dare ven- 
to promise, that between this and to-morrow 
ing 1 will find out whether she is or not. 
. So he may ; she lives but in this county ; and 
er, Harman, you have met with a friend, who 
rlined to serve you. You shall have my post- 
! at a minute's warning ; and if a hundred 
will be of any use to you, you may command 

r. And are you really serious. Sir ? 300 

. Serious ; damme if I an't. I have put twenty 
J fellows in the way of getting girls that they 
would have thought of: and bring her to my 
4 whenever you come, you shall have a supper 

bed ; but you must marry her first, because 
idy will be squeamish. 

72. Well, but, my dear Papa, upon my word 
ave a great deal to answer for : suppose it was 
3wn case to have a daughter in such circum- 
s, would you be obliged to any one 310 

Hold your tongue, hussy, who bid you put in 
oar? However, Harman, I don't want to set 
pon any thing; 'tis no affair of mine to be surej 
Eij 
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Htit, \ doti't know that| MAdmn i I atti stire 
refusing to ^izc such an opportunity to titik* 
h^ppy, gives evident praoK that you have very 
love, 

Dian, If there is no way to conviiKe you o 
love but by my indiscretion, you arc wekqiiic to 
sider it in what light you p lease. 

Hat^ Was ever Su an fortunate a dog f 

i5/aff. Very pretty Uiis upon my word j bu 
possible yoLi can be in earnest \ ' 

Har, It h ■ matter of too much cansequence t 
abdut, 

Dion. And you scnottsly think I ought— 

Har^ Vou are sensible there are no hopes of 
father's cooly and wittingly consentirig to our 
mge ; chance has throve' n in our way a whin 
method of surprizing him into a compliancCj 
why should not we avail oursttves of it I 

BJdn. And so you wouM have mc — 

Mar* I shall say no more, Ma- am. 

Disn. Nay, butp for Heave n*s sake 

Hdr. No, Madam, lio; I have done* 

Dian. And are you positively in this violeni 
about the matter, or only giving yourself airs ? 

Har^ You may suppose wliat you think pn 
Madam. 

Dian* Well, come ; — let us go into the drafl 
room and drink tea, and afterwards we*ll tal 

tttrs* 
rr, J won't drmk au'y lea, i 









^K uo^iL AirocutlilJi* 1 


^mdifmecsjeiiiukm. 




W^^w^ith^iim, 


M^ 


1 m^^^^ i^iBy VV^ ^"Wjli "^^^^ W^^^ Wl^# 




1 SC^^iV£ K 




^H Dt4XA, llAlMAJi. 




^H«.$ir, t dcikre tm kmiw wh«t 


ICr^ 


^^iiceitMsbaivccveTdiMroverrdififMr. /« | 


M tn tSm Ltccncc* or nwkc you 


•^•^^■|P»^» W T^^^^T^r ^1 


■||«bevf mxh mxtki of my rrK^rmtst it fnm mn^ | 


^■p u^atmeiit of mc dctenrci. 


1 


^Kr. K*ip, m)i ilcjir Diartj, 1 titw^rM 1 M«< W#f» 1 


^Hrr ftw bold^ — but conMcr^ 1 


Uu^\uii i *U ^^ 


^H and HJien ;in i 


:■•* 


^BuFe without I. 


-»# 


^Ht or rrpUT»lt(>ri, hun Jt.ii 


i 9 


^Knic^ t iitik thought m, 


.- .4*4 


^Biucli Uipfiy cotiftc{)iitTic<i ii 


il mm Mm»«t 


^^^^■WliM dii you mean t 




^^mrrw\i\\ dwnH you a^c 


r tlSMiAlwIU 


^Bti I ^houki mn uwQy wiii. 


^»bciN9trVvMic 


^^biran:^ himself? 




^■Ffftt. Ami do you thiuk me i-^vitWc of c^mcwffio^i | 


^^Kou thH>k I Mvc no more tUity 


f aft* J 


V H ly 


^ 


^M 


H 



^6 scHeoL FOR fathers; or» ifil 

possibly attend it ? — ^The design is hit ovm, as inp 
will be the execution. — He may perhaps be a 
when he finds out the deceit.*-Well ; — hec 
himself; and faults we commit ourselves, we seU 
find much difficulty in pardoning. 

AIR. 

Hence with caution^ hence with fear ^ 

Beauty prompts, and nought shall stay me 

Boldly for that prize I steer ; 

RocAsy nor winds, nor waves dismay me. 4M 

Tet, rash lover, looh behind, 
Thinh what evils may betide you ; 

Love and fortune both are blind. 
And you have none else to guide you. 



SCENE Vll. 



Changes to a handsome Dressing-room, supposed tak 
Clarissa'j. On one side, between the Wings, tfi 
Table with a Glass, Boxes, and two Chairs. DiAlA 
enters before J ess AMY. 

Dian, Come, brother, I undertake to be raistrfll 
of the ceremony upon this occasion, and introduce 

rou to youi tirst audience. Miss Flowerdale is not 

Jjcre, J fcrccive; but nomauer, — 
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r. Jts, Upon my word^ a pretty elegant dressing 
\ this 5 but confound our builders, or ardiiicct*, 
cy call tfjemaelves, they ane dl erranr «ione* 
DHs ; not one of ihem know ihe situauon of Soors, 
dows, or ctrimnies ; whkh are as esscmiiiL to a 
as eyes, nose and moutf) to a counfefmnce* 
ff, if the eyes are where ibe mouth should be, uiid 
I nose dttt of proportion and its pi nee : qudk kgrriMt 

&n. My dear brother, you are not cetne here as 

iBoso to admire the temple ^ but as a votary to 

ss the deity to whom it belongs. Shew, 1 be- 

you, a little more devotion, and tell me, how 

you Uke Miss Fbwerdale? dou*t you think her 

^ handsome ? 

Jts. Pale i -but that I am determined she 

(11 retnedy \ for, as soon as we are married, I will 

ke her put on rotigc : — Let me see;^ — has sshe got 

in her boxes here ; VtTttahk tmiit & r Anghhe, 

bing but ii botde of *1imgary- water, two or three 

%% of pins, ;i paper of patches^ and a little bole-ar- 

oniac by way of tooth-powder. 450 

^ian. Brother, I would fain give you some advice 

I this occasion, which may be of service to you i 

Pou are now going to entertain a youn^ Lady— Let 

J prevail upon you to lay aside those airs, on ac- 

Ht of wiiich, some people are imptrtincut enough 

all you a coxcomb j for, I am atraid, she may 

^pt to think you a coxcomb too, as 1 assure you, 

bs vety capable of dbtinguishing. 
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Mr. Jes. So much the worse for me. 
pable of distinguishing, I shall meet 
repulse. I don't believe she'll have m 

Dian. I don't believe she will, indee 

Mr, Jes, Go on, sister,— ha, ha, ha! 

Dian. I protest I am serious — ^Thou; 
you have more faith in the counsellc 
there, the looking-glass. But give n 
you, it is not a powder'd head, a lac' 
mace, a shrug, a bow, or a few pert 5 
by rote, that constitutes the power c 
women. 

Mr. Jti. You 4iad better return to t 
and give him his tea, my dear. 

Dian. These qualifications we find 
and monkies. I would undertake to 
three weeks, tlie fashionable jargon o] 
men about town ; and I am sure it mt 
that pug, in a scarlet coat, is a gentler 
and alluring as most of them« 

AIR. 

LadieSi pray admire a figure^ 
Fait seion U dernier gout. 
Firstf his hat^ in size no digger 
Than a Chinese womans* shoe ; 
Six yards of ribbon bind 
His hair en baton behind i 
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StTtliook^ 
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Jfj* My dor 
ire aie ^ I ilniiild fe 
rltli iUiy iii>e; h«!^ Il^ it « 
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C£«r« UpOQ my wofd, Skr» 1 4man 
u Perlupt |o«t Bitfj fm 
f «hoiiltj f)oc be uyi^ i» 
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regard to fortune, full as well — But, you ] 
Upon my soul, I have not met with any 
agreeable to me a great while. 

Clar, Pray, Sir, keep your scat. 

Mr, Jes, Mauvaise honte again. My de 
nothing in these little familiarities betw< 
me — When we are married, I shall do cv< 
render your life happy. 

Clar, Ah ! Sir, pardon me. The happ 
life depends upon a circumstance 

Mr. Jes. Oh ! I understand you — You 
told, I suppose, of the Italian opera girl — ] 
tongues — However, *tis true, I had an affi 
at Naples, and she is now here. But, t 
1*11 give her a thousand pounds, and sen 
her business. 

Clar. Me, Sir! I protest nobody told ; 
I never heard any such thing, or enquirei 

Mr . Jes. No ! have they not been chatt< 
of my affair at Pisa, with the Principessa c 

Clar. No, indeed. Sir. 

Mr. Jes. Well, I was afraid they migl 
in this rude country — But, why silent or 
—don't be afraid to speak. 

Clar. No, Sir, I will come to the subje^ 
I took the liberty to trouble you — Ind 
great reliance on your generosity. 

Mr. Jes. You'll find me generous as a 
/>end on't. 
C/ar. 1 Sim bless'd. Sir, mX\v otve ol \5fts 



Mif yel' dtifdbeyed him ; In which 

!rit ; for lus commands hitherto have 

re my own felicity. ^f*' 

Vpres ma cherc^^ v * 

10W9 Sir, 1 am mider the shocking netes-- 

»eying him^ .or heii^ wretched forerciu 

Hem I 

union is impossiUerHOiy pitsent^iUittion 

y prpspetl befofe me— -Che ia«^etiide of 

AIR.- V ''[■'.■uj. "'•'''•'• 
^atUmg k^rt^ ak I wit tkm coer. r < - 1 
r^imkkmn^ trouble kretut I • / -jiif 

l0tM^ moment neoer^ . . ^ \ , f|9 

at is doomed to give thee rest f .'. v- 

stars! that thus torment me, 
U I seehfor ease in vain, 
y efforts but present me 
th variety ofpain. 



SCENE IX. 

Jessamy, Jenkins. 

Who'3 there ? 
you call, Sir ? 
F 
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Mr. Jts. Hark you, oM gonili.iiian ! who arc 
Jtn. Sir, my name is Jenkins. 
Mr. Jti, Oh ! you are Sir John Flowcrdale'i 
ward ; a servant he puts confider.rc in. 

Jen* Sir, I have served Sir John Mowerdalei 
years : he is the best of masters ; and, 1 believ 
lias some dt'pondance on my attachment and fide 
Mr, Jcs, Then, Mr. Jenkins, I shall condescei 
speak to you. Does your master know who I 
Does he know, Sir, that I am likely to be a P< 
Great Britain? That I have ten thousand pou 
year ; that I have passed throiij;h all Europe witi 
tinguished eclat ; that 1 refused the daughter of) 
hecr Van Slokenfolk, the great Dutch burgoma 
and, that, if I had not had the misfortune of 
bred a protestant, I might have married the niece 
present holiness the Pope, with a fortune of two 
dred thousand piasters ? 
Jen. I am sure, Sir, my master has all the n 

imaginable 

Mr. Jes, Then, Sir, how comes he, after my 
ing an inclination to be allied to his family j 
comes he, I say, to bring me to his house to 
fronted ? I have let his daughter go ; but, I th 
w as in the wrong j for a woman that insults me, 
more safe than a man. I have brought a L 
reason before now, for giving me saucy lang 
and left her male friends to revenge it. 
Jen. Pruy, good Sir, what's the matter ? 
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fVitA insolence use me. 
Presume to refuse me I 
She fancies my pride tdUbe hurt. 

But tout au contraire^ 

Vm pleas' d I declare^ 
Quite happy y to think , I escape from the snare : 
Serviteur Mam'selle ; my claim I withdraw, 
Hey, where are my people f Fal, lal, lal, lal la. 



SCENE X. 



Jenkins. 



I must go and inform Sir John of what has h: 
ed ; but, I will not tell him of the outrageous 
viour of this young spark ; for he is a man of 
and would resent it. Egad, my own fingers itc 
be at him, once or twice ; and, as stout as h 
fancy these old fists would give him a bellyfu 
complains of Miss Clarissa : but she is incap; 
treating him in the manner he says. Perhaj 
may have behaved with some coldness toward 
and yet, that is a mystery to me too. 

AIR. 

IVc all say the man zt^as exceedingly knowings 
A^id /uiowing ?ncst surely tuas Ke^ 
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Who found out the cause oftht ebbing and flowing^ 
tkefiux and rejlux of the sea. 

Nor was he in hnowledge far from it, 
Who first marh^d the course of a comet ; 

To what it was owing. 

Its coming and going, 
Its wanderings hither and thither ; 

But the man that divines 

A Ladfs designs, 640 

Their cause or effisB, 

In any rapeS, 
Is wiser than both put together. 



SCENE XL 



nges to Sir John Flowerdale'j Garden ; with a 
tew of a Can^i, by Mpon-light : the Side Scenes re* 
resent Box-hedges, intermixed with Statues and flow- 
ing Shrubs, I^^onel enters, leading Clarissa. 

ion. Hist — methought I heard a noise — should 
be surprised together, at a jundlure so critical ; 
t might be the consequence — I know not how it 
but, at this the happiest moment of my life, I feel 

mp, a tremor, at my heart 

'flr. Then, what should I do ? If you tremble, I 
ht to be terrified indeed, who have discovered 
Fii) 
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sentiments, which, perhaps, 1 should have hid, idtl 
a frankness, that, by a man less generous, less nobk 
minded than yourself, might be construed to my fit 
advantage. S§ 

Lion, Oh 1 wound me not with so cruel an expres 
sion — You h)vc me, and have condescended to con 
fcss it — You have seen my torments, and been kim 
enough to pity them— The world, indeed, may blam 
you 

Clar. And, yet, was it proclaimed to the woik 
what could the most malicious suggest ? They coul 
but say, that, trutli and sincerity got the better ( 
forms ; that the tongue dar*d to speak the hone 
s:nsations of the mind; that, while you aimed, 
improving my understanding, you engaged, andcoi 
quercd my heart. 

lion. And, is it ! is it possible I 

Ciar, Be cahn, and listen to me : what I have do 
has not been lightly imagined, nor rashly undertake 
it is the work of reflection, of convidlion ; my love 
not a sacrifice to my own fancy, but a tribute to yc 
worth ; did I think there was a more deserving ir 
in the world • 

Lion, If, to doat on you more than life, be to ( 
serve you, so far I have merit ; if, to have no wi 
no hope, no thought, but you, can entitle me to 
envied distinc^lion of a moment's regard, so far I d 
pretend. ' 

Clar. That, I have this day refused a man, v 
uhom I could not be ha^pYj 1 toaSsj^ ivo merit : b 




^Ml' 
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Through our troubles safefy steer us 
To a port of joy and rest. 



SCENE XII. 

Lionel, ^/r John Flowbrdale. 

5iV John, Who's there ? Lionel i 

Lion, Heav'ns ! 'tis Sir John Flowcrdalc. 71 

Sir John, Who's there ? 

Lton, 'Tis I, Sir ; I am here, Lionel. 

Sir John, My dear lad, I have been searching W 
you this half hour, and was at last told you hade 
into the garden : I have a piece of news, whichl 
dare swear will shock and suprize you ; my daughter 
h$i8 refused Colonel Oldboy's son, who is this minttte 
departed the house in violent resentment of her iU' 
treatment. 

Lion, Is he gone, Sir ? 7W 

Sir John. Yes, and the family are preparing to fel- 
low him. Oh ! Lionel, Clarissa has deceived mc: i* 
this affair she has suffered me to deceive myself. The 
measures which I have been so long preparing, art 
broken in a moment — my hopes frustrated ; and 
both parties, in the eye of the world, rendered light 
and ridiculous. 

Lion. I am sorry to see you so much moved ; pray, 
Sir, recover yourself. 729 
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tr Joifi. I am sorry > Lionel, slie h.is profited no 
Icr by your lessons of philosophy, than to impose 

I and distress so kind a fatJier, 

\ion. Have juster thoughts of iK^r, Sir : she hai 

imposed on you, she i^ mcap^^hk^ — luve but a lit- 

atience and things may yet be brought about* 

rjokn* No, Lionel, no \ the matter is past^ and 

^*s alt end to it ; yet 1 ^'OiUd conje^ure to what 

Mu unexpetled turn in h^r conduct can be owing ; 

Dtild fain be satjstied of the motive that could urge 

to 50 extraordinary a proceedings without the 

intimation, the least \^ anting to me, or any of 

r friends I 74 a 

\im. Perhaps^ Sir, tJie gentleman may have been 

\ Impetuous, and offended Miss Flower dale's deli- 

y^ — certainly nothing else could occasion 

^if jiAn. Heaven only knows — I ihhik, indecdi 
: CAn be no settled aversion, and surely her affc^- 
. are not engaged elsewhere* 

Engag'd, Sir^ ^No, Sin 

' J<^&n* I think not, Lioneh 

lion. You may be positive, Sir — I'm svtrc^ 

Btr J&kn, O worthy yonng man, who^je integrity, 
openness^ and every good quality have rendered dear 
to nie aus oiy own child , J see tliis affair troubles you 
Liuth as it does me* 
U&n, U troubles me indeed, Sir. 
^ir Jiihn^ However, my particular disappointment 
|ht not to be dctnmcntiti to you, nor shall it: I 
well know how irksome it Is to a generous mind to 




I! I 
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live in a state of dcpciulance, and have lonj 
my thoughts to make you easy for life. 

Lion, Sir John, the situation of my mind 
is a little disturb'd — spare nie — I beseech 5 
me ; why will you persist in a goodness t 
me asham'd of myself } 

Sir Jokn, There is an estate in this coun' 
purchased some years ago ; by me it wil] 
misard, and who ever marries my daughtei 
■ little reason to complain of my disposing 
trifle for my own gratification. On the pn 
riage I intended to perfect a deed of gift ir 
vour, which has been for some time preps 
lawyer has this day completed it, and it is ; 
dear Lionel, with every good wish that th 
friend can bestow. 

Lien. Sir, If you presented a pistol with 
shoot me, I would submit to it ; but you m 
me, I cannot lay myself under more obliga 

Sir John. Your delicacy carries you too i 
I confer a favour on myself: however, we 
more on the subje6l at present, let us wal 
the house, our friends will depart else w 
bidding them adieu. 



LIOlTiL AKD CI^HrstA. 



7» 



SCENE XUh 



>tAfiA^ CtAftiK^A, and qfterwardi LioHEt^ 

So then, my dear Clariisai yoii rtaily give 
til to the mvings of thai French wretch, willi re# 
to tn plurality «jt worlds ? 

1 dan't raakc it an sibsohtte article of belief, 

think it an tugetiious conjetlure wllk great pro- 

felity on itssidc. 789 

han- And we area moon to thejnoonl NaVi child, 

soincrhing of astro no my, but — that that 

; shining thing there, which seems not much larger 

a siker plate, should, perhaps, contain great 

thite London i and who can tell but thry may 

re kings there and parliaments, and pkys and ope- 

, and people of fashion ! Lord, the people of fashion 

lie moon must be strange creatures. 

Vfflr* Meihmks Venus shines very bright In yonder 

iier, 799 

Jian. Venus! O pray let me look Jit Venus i I sup- 

e, if there are any inhabitants tht*re, ihey must be 

plovers, 

lion. Was ever such a wretch — I can't stay a mo- 
t in a place ; where is my repose } — fled with my 
Lie* Was t then born for falshood and dissimula- 
bn * L was, \ was, and [ hve tu be conscious of it ; 
lo iiii|Kise upon my friend ; to betray my benefai^or 
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Lion. fVkat have I done t 
Where sAaii I nw, 

ffitk grief and shame at once opprest ; 
llcw my own uplfraiding shvn^ 
Or meet my friend dtstrest P 

A. 3. Nark to Philcmely how sweety 

From yonder elm. 
Col. To'^rf, tu^etty tweet ^ twett, 

A. 5. what a night is here for love! 

But vainly nature strives to move* 

Nor nightingale among the trees^ 

Nor twinkling stars, nor sighing breeze, 

Nor murnCring streams, 

Nor Pha//e*s beams. 

Can charm, unless the hearth's at ease. 



AEIIIL SCENE I. 



A Room in Colonel Oldboy'^ House, Hakman enU 
with his Hat, Boots, and Whip^ followed by DiAMA 

Diana. 

Pr'ythee, hear me. 
liar. My dear, what would you say ? 
Dian. I am afraid of the step we are going to tal 
-*- -'-^d, I am : 'tis true m^ iaXYver \^ \Vi^ t^xvUxNt' 



f//7. mN^L AJr» CiHifti&t«* f% 

iilfxibk if be WM •«« i»| I aa af flaot 

myiclf, «ad midtniig Jim liAorin^. 

Bo |t3u tovf Bie I • 

Suppose 1 do^ TOi ^ve tae a wttf M ftmti 

iir loTc for sie, mlioi jvu «««li take xi iw Mngi 

^my icnderwi^^ to bimA wtf ^mm * Imt €^m fan 

sa little regard §ot ivf i<»aoT it !• Mrri i rr it 

la YAin tnura|ih3 For it <« is ikailiglM I «echr csafe 

r consenting to it ^ooki eojtsre ne iii fmtr mm 

rrm. Whc« a whqim ^ar^sU mku ibe «>vt» ier- 

rsbouM sec link viipe wfOmm^^Mms 

__ :_ him* >S 

Can jroti smpfNKC then, cb |m tmegioe^ ifant 

^996to7i wUl ercT nute nc fofgct ti»e voKisdoci 

:tn eloj^ement ii uoduzig, vvbcn it » oii tlie 

' fo Qiirr.mooy. 

^ Dmm^ At bcit^ I sha3I laoir ^ ceftSttrr of dis^^ 

aitd imi>^rt6oa; ssid is it pochiiif to a 

; wonu»« what the world «ys of ber ? Ah ! my 

I ifktHt, be Asiujred, siKh a tllsrE^AM of tJie vfoM 

"U 

iHaf- - :uAkitid 

ktoo moich gocsd iTtiscj loo itmcJi jjood luitiirc — 
/>t«%» Bi^ry one baks gw>d sense cnowglt to sec otiier 
|«opici* bmli^ siod good uituie rjiough to orctlooit 

^^■ftde an 0] u^ • 

^Histff md tmproperh^ — 34 

■ 
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Har, Come, get yourself ready: where is yod 
band-box, hat, and cloak? Slip into the garden : bl 
there at the iron-gate, whicli you shewed me just now| 
and, as the post-chaise comes round, I will step ad 
take you in. 

Dian. Dear Harman, let me beg of you to desist. ' 

Har, Dear Diana, let me beg of you to go on. 

Dian, I shall never have resolution to carry 
through it. 

Har. We shall have four horses, my dear, and til 
will assist us. 

Dian. In short — I cannot go with you. 

Har. But before me — into the garden— Won't yoi 

AIR. 

Dian. How canyon^ inhuman I persist to distress mf 
My danger^ myftars^ Uis in vain to Ssgvut: 
Tou know them, yet still to destniSlion you press M 
And forcetkat from passion which prudemiiei^ 

I fain would oppose a perverse inclination i i 
The visions of fancy ^ from reason divide ; 

IVith fortitude bajle the wiles of temptation^ 
And let love no longer make folly its guide* 



Ltoif IL juri* ctat 
SCEftE IL 



imu0i 



9 
«2 



Iter bf en in C9tilcnmr, Mr. i 

1 «o louch agstrnt ti# and pal k i«i# 

ligJit 

A bu^» imperttiieiic baflp^ « q^ 1 • 
jcalcbcd hrr Bn^dlifif, Jfid atficr i •rderfed hrr 
bftjt yon hairesenlioilie j^«aii4f0ii»f ibrk 
^^ to go with rou ; % oa nruiT nc^ i 
sr. No, i](i» Cotooti \ I ail 

eep a wtU of nf 9Wii* % 

Very vrelU-iMm kt sie aik yoa, '4mn yoa 
. it would ht proper, u|Mio tlut occmmi, tci |!i4re 
^er reaay wni f(9ir Ihc fattier, to Iff Inn know pho 
i gcyl his dEughter, and fo fortli I 
r, Cerraiiilyt Sir; and VW write it ^ire^f. 
You wnu It I yoy be lixmn'd! I wocit trujt 
I tell you, Uafinan, youUl cotmnit tofae 
der, if you don*t leave the maftageifieiit 
kit »holc affair to in£ ! J have writ the letiet for 
I inyiclf. 

af . Hare you. Sir ? ^ 

Gtii 




i 
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Col, Ay — ^herc, read it ; I think it*s the thii 
ever, you are welcome to make any alterati 

Har. " Sir, I have loved your daughtc 
while, secretly ; she assures me there is ik 
your consenting to our marriage ; I there 
her without it. I am a gentleman who w 
well: and, when you consider the matte 
swear you will be willing to give her a foi 
not, you shall find I dare behave myself lik( 
A word to the wise — You must expe6l to i 
me in another stile.'* 

Col, , Now, Sir, I will tell you what yoi 
with this letter : as soon as you have got of 
girl. Sir, send your servant hack to leave 
house, with orders to have it delivered t 
gentleman. 

Har, Upon my honour, 1 will. Colonel. 

Col, But, upon my honour, 1 don't beli< 
get the girl : come, Harman, 1*11 bet you a 1 
six dozen of Burgundy, that you won*t h 
enough to bring this affair to a crisis. 

Har. And, I say done first. Colonel. 

Col, Then look into the court there, Sir 
with four of the prettiest bay geldings in 
with two boys in scarlet and silver jackets, 
whisk you along. 

Har, Boys! Colonel ? Little cupids, to 
me to the summit of my desires. 

CflA Ay, but for all that, It ma^tv't be ami 
to talk to them a V\ttlc oul o^ X\\^ Vmv^w 
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iKck, come hither ; you are to go with this gcntle- 
tian, and do whatever he bids you ; and take into 
Ik chaise whoever he pleases ; and, drive like devils, 
loyou hear ; but be kind to the dumb beasts. 

Har, -Leave that to me, Sir And so, my dear 

Colonel — 

\ 

^ AIR. 

I Toftar a stranger^ 

Behold the soldier arm ; 
^ He hnows no danger^ 

^ When honour sounds the alarm', 120 

^, Out dauntless goes^ 

Among his foes. 

In Cupid's militia^ 
So fear less tissue', 

Andy as you see, 

ArnCd cap-a-pie. 
Resolve on death or vi6lory, 1 27 



SCENE III. 

Colonel Oldboy, Lady Mary, and then Jenny. 

lady M. Mr Oldboy, here is a note from Sir John 
"Plowerdale, it is addressed to me, intreating my son 
*o come over there again this morning. A \\\^\d 
brought it: she is in the anti -chamber — ^Wc \va^ 



m 



80 SCHOOL FOR lATHERS ; OR, 

better speak to her — Ciiilcl, child, why 
come in ? 

Jfn, I chusc to stay where 1 am, if yon 
pleases. 

Lady M, Stay where you are I why so ? 

Jtn. I am afraid of the old gentleman tl 

Coi, Afraid of me, hussy. 

Lady M, Pray, Colonel, have patience- 
Here is something at the bottom of this^ 
you mean by that expression, child ? 

Jen. Why, the Colonel knows very well 
he wanted to be rude with me yesterday. 

LadyM, OhMr. Oldboy! 

Col. Lady Mary, don't provoke me, but 1 
to the girl about her business. How cai 
bring this note here ? 

Jen. Why, Sir John gave it to me, to del 
uncle Jenkins, and I took it down to his h 
while we were talking together, he remem 
he had some business with Sir John, so he < 
to bring it, because he said it was not pre 
sent by any of the common servants. 

Lady M. Colonel, look in my face, and h 
ing if you can. 

Col, What the plague's the matter, mj 
have not been wronging you, now, as you 

Jen. Indeed, Madam, he ofFer'd to ma 
kept Madam : I am sure his usage of me p 
such a twitter, that I did not ki\ow what I 
^J the day after. 
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Ladjf Af. I don't doubt it, though I so lately forgave 
im: but, as the poet says, his sex is all deceit. Read 
amela, child, and resist temptation. 

Jen, Yes, Madam, I will. 

Col, Why, I tell you, my Lady, it was all a joke. 

Jen. No, Sir, it was no joke, you made me a prof- 
jr of money, so you did, whereby I told you, you 
ad a lady of your own, sind that tliough she was old, 
ou had no right to despise her. 1 70 

Lady M, And how dare you, mistress, make use of 
ay name ? Is it for such trollops as you to talk of 
lersons of distin£tion behind their backs? 

Jm. Why, Madam, I only said you was in years. 

Lady M, Sir John Flowerdale shall be inform'd of 
our impertinence, and you shall be turned out of the 
aimily ; I see you are a confident creature, and I be- 
ieve you arc no better than you should be. 

Jen, I scorn your words, Madam. 

Lady Af. Get out of the room ; how dare you stay 
n this room to talk impudently to me ? i8i 

Jen, Very well. Madam, I shall let my Lady 
Jiow how you have us*d me? but, I shan't be turn'd 
ut of my place. Madam, nor at a loss, if I am ; and 
'you are angry with every one that won't say you arc 
oung, I believe, there is very few you will keep 
fiends with. 
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I wonder^ Vm surty why this fuss should be made; 
For mv part, Vm neither ashairid^ nor afraid iji 
Of what I have done, nor of what I hav€ saidp 
A servant, J hcpe, is no slave ; 
And tho\ to their shames^ 
Some ladies call nameSf 
I hnow Setter how to behave. 
TtmfS are not so bad^ 
If occasion I had. 
Nor my charaEler such I need starve <nCt. 
And, for going away^ 
I don^t want to stay. 
And so I'm your Ladyship* s servant. 



SCENE IV. 



Colonel OiDBOY, Lady Mary, Mr, Jessamt. 

Mr. Jes, What is the matter here ? 

Lady M. I will have a separate maintenance, I wiH I 

deed. Only a new instance of your father's Infl- 

rlity, my dear. Then with such low wretches, I 

rnicr's daughters, and servant wenchts : but anf 

int; with a rap on, 'tis all the same to him. 

Mr. Jc's. Upon niy word. Sir, I am sorry to tell 

I/, tlmt Oiosc pra6lices very ill suit the charaftcr 

ic/j yuu ought to endeavor to sv\YVOt\.\tv\\\^v<orld. 
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L-.dy \f. H Ihis a. recotti pence for iny love and r*- 
irii i I, vtho hayc been lender and faithful as u turtk 
ore ? 

J^r. Jt^s, A man of your birth and dlatin^Hon 
mcthinkti, have vkws of a. higher nam re, 
ich low, such vulgar libertimsm* 
M* Consider my birth and family too, L;»dy 
iry Jcssamy might have had the best matches in 
jDgland, 

^Mr. Jei. Then, Sir^ ymir grey haTfa. e®» 

la^ M. I, that have brought you so many lovely, 
^babes. 

^B J>j. Nay, Sir^ Jt Is a refleitlian ©n mc* 
B^ M. The heinous &in too 

I, 7^* Indeed » Sir, I bluih for yoiu 
I 'Sdeath and fire, you little efFcminatc pujipy> 
m know who you talk to ? — And you, Madam, 
k know who 1 ami — Get u|^ to your chymber^ 
ntids ri! make Mich a 

^ M. Ah I my dear, come afray from liim. 23d 






SC£Af£ F. 



O/fJ^f / O t D B o Y, Mr. Jkssamy, a Scrvsnt, 

Crf* Am I to be tutorVl and calt'd to an accoumt i 
^w now, you acoundrtl, what do you want I 
'$€rv» A letter, Sir, 
Q^L A letter I from whom, sirrah ? 
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Serv. The gentleman's servant, a' n't please your h 
nour, that left this, just now, in the post-chaise— t 
gentleman my young lady went away with. 

Cai. Vour young lady, sirrah — ^Your young 1» 
went away with no gentleman, you dog — What genti 
man I What young lady, sirrah 1 t 

Mr, Jts, There is some mystery in this — ^With yo 
leave, Sir, I'll open the letter : 1 believe it contai 
no secrets. 

Col. What are you going to do, you jackanapl 
you shan't open a letter of mine — Dy — Diana — Son 
body call my daughter to me there — " To John 01 
" boy, Esq.— Sir, 1 have loved your daughter a gr 
** while secretly — Consenting to our marriage— 

Mr, Jes, So, so. 

Col. You villain— ^you dog, what is it you hi 
brought me here ? 1 

Sou. Please your honour, if you*ll have patien 
I'll tell your honour — As I told your honour beft 
the gentleman's servant that went off just now in 
post-chaise, canlfc to the gate, and left it after 
master was gone. I saw my young lady go into 
chaise with the gentleman. 

Mr, Jes, A very fine joke indeed ; pray, Coloi 
do you generally write letters to yourself? why, 
is your own hand. 

Col, Call all the servants in the house, let ho 
be saddled dire611y^very one take a different n 

Scrz/. Why, your honour, Dick said it was by ) 
oivn orders. 
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My ordt^rs ! yon rascal i I tltoisi;ht lie v^m 
ling to nio awiiy witli antjlhtr t^^ntlenian's tlaiij^brer 
fDy— Dian^ Oldboy, 
Hr. Jfi, Don't waste your inngs to no ymryme^ Sir, 
r daughter is h;ill a dozen miles oft' by tlib time. 
?/. Strrah, you Itave been bribed to further the 
cme of a pkk-pucket herc» B71 

Iff, /«* Be7iidL'5, the matter is cntiTcIy of ytnir own. 
Utriving, as ncH us the letter und ^^\n^ of this ck- 
tit epistle. 

You atre a coxcomb, and V\\ disinherit yeuj 

Iter is none of my writing, St uas wth by the 

I, and the devil contrived it. Dfiiiut, Margaret^ 

Lady Mary, Willkm, John^ E7g 

I Mr, Jes^ I am very glad of this, prodigiously glad 
I it, upon my honour — he I he ! he I — it will be a 
this liLuiJred years, (kiis ring vhUntly m htk 
Ut.J What's the matter nov. i U t her Ladyship 
J heard of it, and is at her beU ; and the Colonel 
vers her, A pretty duet ; but a little too much 
oil the fort^ mctliinks : it would be a diverting 
UtJg now, to itand unseeii at the old gentleman^ s ^U 



ATR. 



Ilistf soft ; ill's hear kim^ maiUn ga i 
/7/ crtep and Ihten j — so, j^j, jp, 
T^fyVd all UgttJitr by Utt cars i 
0h^ korridl how ike savage swears* 
H 
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Tlurt too again ; fl>', you may ring ; 
Sound out th* alarm- bdi — ding^ ding, ding 
Dispatch your scoutSy *tis all in vain^ 
Stray maids art seldom found again » 

But Aarkf the uproar hither sounds ; 
The Colonel comes with all his hounds ; 
IHl wisely leave them open way^ 
To hunt with what success they may, 

SCENE VI. 



Colonel Old BO Y re-enters^ with one Boot, a Gri 
his Arm, &c, followed by several Scrvai 

Col, She's gone, by the Lord ; fairly st 
with that poaching, coney-catching rascal 1 
I won't follow her ; no, damme ? take my 
my cap, and my coat, and order the groo 
saddle the horses ; I won't follow her the 1( 
spur-leather. Come here, you Sir, and p 
boot 5 (whistles) she has made a fool of mc 
shan't do it a second time ; not but I'll be 
too, for I'll never give her sixpence ; the di 
ij '• ment will put the scoundrel out of temper, 

thrash her a dozen times a day ; the thoug 
me, 1 hope he'll do it. 

What do you stand gaping and staring at 
pudent dogs ? are you Laughing at me ? I'il 
to be merry at my cxpeuce.— 







il»CuiftnMVi 

for jmk-^mWf mHH j^ fp < 
tkmw» 

Dr^ Mi*n, irrcr My 

diJLlty i 1 4ia sorry tva vai^id ■* — d^ 1 ««* 
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— I say, quality — pray, Marram, do you think c! 
looks ar>y ways like an immodeM parson — to be m 
I have a gay air, and I can't heJp it, and I loves 
appear a little gcnteclish, that's what I do* 

Ciar. Jennvt take away this book- 

Jfffl, f^leaven pi^scrve me. Madam, you are crj'li 

Ciar, O my dear Jenny I 

Jen. My dear mistress, what's the niatter I 

C/ar. I am undone. 

Jin* No| Madam; no, Lord forbid I 

dan I am indeed — I have been rash en. 
diicovcr my weakness for a man, who treats me 
contempt, 

Jift. Is Mr, Lionel ungrateful, then J 

Ciar. I have lost his esteem for (.-^ver, Jenny, 
kst mght, that I fatally confessed what I iihauld' 
kept a secrei from all the world, he has seance 
descended to cast a look at me, nor given me an ss* 
swer when I spoke to him, but with coldness and re- 
serve- 

Jen. Then he is a i^asty, barbarous, inhuman bmte. 

Clar, Hold, Jenny, hold ; it is all my fault. 35) 

Jsn. Your fault, Madam J I wish I was to hearsura 
a word come out of his mouth ; if he was a minister 
to-morrow, and to say such a thing from his palpiti 
and I by, I'd tell him it was false upon the spot* 3<S<1 

Ciar* Somebody's at the door ; see who it is, 

Jen. You in fault indeed — that I know to be tbe 
most Fj'rtuousest, mceU, most delicatest^ ^H 

£j^r. Unw nnm ) ^H 
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m. Madam, it*8 a message from Mr. Lionel. If 

are alone, and at leisure, he would be glad to 

upon you : I'll tell him, Madam, that you are 

'. 

ar. Where is he, Jenny ? 370 

». In the study, the man says. 

ar. Then go to him, and tell him I should be 

to see him: but do not bring him up immediately^ 

use I will stand upon the balcony a few minutes 

I little air. 

«. Do so, dear Madam, for your eyes are as red 

rret's, you are ready to faint too ; mercy on us t 

vhat do you grieve and vex yourself— -if I was as 

^. Oh I 3S« 

AIR. 

fVAy with sighs my heart is swellings 
Why with tears my eyes tferjlow ; 
Ask me noty Uispast the tellings 
Mute involuntary woe. 

Who to winds and waves a stranger^ 

Vent'rous tempts tk' inconstant seas^ 

In each billow fancies danger ^ 

Shrinks at ev*ry rising breeze. 388 
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SCENE VIU. 



5ir John Flowerdale, Jenkins. 

Sir John, So then, the mystery is discovered :- 
is it possible that my daughter's refusal of Col 
Oldboy's son should proceed from a clandestine 
gagement, and that engagement with Lionel ? 

Jenk. My niece, Sir, is in her young Lady's sec 
and Lord knows she had little design to betray th 
but having remarked some odd expressions of 1 
yesterday, when she came down to me this nior 
with the letter, I questioned her ; and, in short, c 
the whole affair out ; upon which I feigned a n 
le6lion of some business with you, and desired Id 
carry the letter to Colonel Oldboy's herself, wh 
came up hither. 

Sir John. And they are mutually promised to 
other, and that promise was exchanged yesterday 

Jenh, Yes, Sir, and it is my duty to tell you ; 
I would rather die than be the means of woun 
the heart of my dear young lady ; for if there is 
upon earth of truly noble, and delicate sentiments 

Sir John. I thought so once, Jenkins. 

Jenk. And think so still : O, good Sir John, nc 
the time for you to exert that charafler of worth 
gentleness, which the world, so deservedly, has g 
you. You have, indeed, cause to be oti'ended ; 
consider, Sir, your daiiglUer is young, beautiful, 
jiniiu blc ; tiie p oor y ovuU uvycxt^cy \tv\c^v?^ ^ ^viu jib I c. 
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a time of life when such temptations are hard to be 
asted : their opportunities vicere many, tlieir cast of 

nking, the same. 

Sir John. Jenkins, I can allow for all tliese thing<> ; 
t the young hypocrites, there's the thing, Jeiikins: 
nr hypocrisy, their hypocrisy wounds me. 480 

Jink, Call it by a gentler name, Sir, modesty on 
r part, apprehension on his. 

Si> John. Then, what opportunity have they had ? 
icy never were together but when my sister or niy- 
f made one of the company ; besides, I had ^u hi in 

eliance on Lionel's honour and gratitude 

Ifink. Sir, I can never think that nature stamped 
t gracious countenance of his, to mask a cun upt 
lit. 429 

$tr Jvkn, How ! at the very time that he was coii- 
ous of being himself the cause of it, did he not 
?w more concern at this affair than 1 did ? Nay, 
n't I tell you that last night, of his own accord, he 
ired to be a mediator in the affair, and desired my 
ve to speak to my daughter ? 1 thought iii) self 
iged to him, consented; and, in consequence of his 
urance of success, wrote that letter to Colbnel OUl- 
.', to desire the family would come here again to- 

439 
Jaik. Sir, as we were standing in the next room, I 
ird a message delivered from Mr. Lionel, desiring 
ve to wait upon your daughter: I dare swear they 
I be here presently ; suppose we were to step into 
I clo-ct, and overhear their conversation \ 
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Sir John, What, Jenkins, after having lived i 
many years in confidence with my child, shall I b 
come an eves -dropper to deteit her ? 

Jenk, It is necessary at present. — Come in, n 
dear master, let us only consider that we were on 
young like them ; subjef^ to the same passions, d 
same indiscretions ; and it is the duty of every on 
to pardon errors incident to his kind. 4j 

AIR. 

IVAen love gets into a youthful brain<, 

Jnstru£lion is/ruitless^ and caution vain: 

Prudence may cry^ do so ', 

But if Love says No; 

Poor Prudence may go. 

With her preaching. 

And teaching. 

To Jericho, 4^ 

Dear Sir^ in old age, 

'Tis not hard to be sage. 

And Uis easy to point the way ; 

But do or say. 

What we may. 

Love and youth will have their day. 
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SCENE !K. 



ftfTt Sir^ you desired to spc;ik to mc ; I neH not 
the ^ireaent situation of my fieart ; tt is fulK 
iievcr you have to iay, I beg you will explain 
;tf ; and, if possible, rid me of ihc anxiety under 
t have laboured for some hours* 
m* Madam, yoiir anxkty cannot be greater than 
; 1 come, indeed, to speak to you ; liiid yet, 1 
v not how, I come to advise you, shall I say as a 
id ? y«s, as a friend to your glory, your felicity ; 
to me than my lite* 
Go on. Sir. 
-1^^, Sir John Flowerdale> Madam, is such a father 
iS fjcw are bteased with ; his care, his prudence has 
|>rovided for you a match — Your refusal renders hiui 
incansolable. Listen to no suggestions that would 
pervert you from your duty, but make the worthiest 
ncn happy by submitting to his wilL 
'jr, l^ow, Sir, after what passed between us yes - 
ly even in gj can you advise me to marry Mr, Jes- 
ly ? 
.kn^ I would advise you to marry any one, Ma- 

rathcr tJian a villain, 
fftfr. A villain. Sir* 

.ton, I should be the worst of villains. Madam, 
frai 1 to talk to you in any other strain i Nay, am I 
tsot a villain I at once treacherous and ungrateful i 
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Received into this liouse a^ an asylumt whalhiH 
done 1 Betrayed the confidence of tlie friend S 
misted me ; endeavoured to sacnfice hU peace, ^B 
the honour of his family, to my own imw^irran^H 
desirea* ^M 

Ciar. Say no more, Sir ; say no more; I see i^^| 
tor loo bte ; 1 liave parted from rhe rules presciH 
iQ niyaejti I have mistaken indeconim for a htt^B 
sincerity ; and it is jtist I should meet witli thel^H 
ment my im^vrndence dcsei^c5, ^B 

linn, 'lis t, and only tp am to blame; m^M 
took advantage of the father's security, 1 pra^Uw] 
upon the tenderness and ingenuity of tiie diiughtcn 
my own imaginali un gone astray, I artttiHy laboi»ii( 
to lead yovns after it; but here. Madam, 1 g^iveyfiU 
back thosjcf vows ivliich I insidiously extorted tV(n| 
yon I keep them far s^nie happier man, who may Hi 
ceive them without wounding his honour, or l«i 
peuce* |]J 

Clar. For Heaven's sake 1 ^M 

Lim. Why do you weep f ^K 

Clar. Don*t speak to me, 

Um, Oh 1 my Clarissa, my Iteart is broken I W 
hatcfnl to myself for loving you \ — yet, before I !«W 
yon for ever, I will once more touch that lovely Nn- 
■ — indulge my fcjtidness with a last look— ^pray fo 
your heal rh and prosperity, 

Clar. Call you forsake me ? — Have 1 then given m 

affect mm Id a m^\% who rejedls and disregards thclB 

■^Let me throw myself il m^ ^a\\\^'% ^c^v ^ \it %<& e 
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eusaod compassionate : — He knows your worth — 
4M. Mention it not ,- were you stript of fortune, 
need to the meanest station, and I monarch of the 
be, I should glory in raising you to uhiversal eni- 

5i but as it is • 

*Jar, Yet hear me 

JOH, Farewel, farewel I 

AIR. 

O dry those temrs I Hie melted ore^ 530 

Fast dropfnng om my heart they fall : 

ninky tkinh no more ofm* ; no more 
The mttm^ry of past scenes recall. 

On a wild sea of passion tott^ 

I split upon the fatal shelf'. 
Friendship and love at once are iostf 

And now I wish to lose myself. 



SCENE X. 



ARissA, Jenny, then Sir John Flowerdale, 
Jenkins, and afterwards Lionel, 

Jen, O, Madam! I have betray'd you. I have 
ne and said something I should not have said to my 
cle Jenkins ; and, as sure as day, he has gone and 
d it all to Sir John. . ^,41 

Clar, My father I 
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this little trial of you ; for I am happier in the son-in 
law you have given me, than if you had married a 
prince 603 

Lion, My patron — my friend — my father — ^I would 
fain say something; but, as your goodness exceeds 
all bounds 

Sir JoAn, I think I hear a coach drive into the 
court ; it is Colonel 01dboy*s family ; I will go and 
receive them. Don't make yourself uneasy at this $ 
we must endeavour to pacify them as well as we can. 
My dear Lionel, if I have made you happy, you 
have made me so, Heaven bless you, my children, 
and make you deserving of one another. 



SCENE XL 

Clarissa, Lionel, Jenny. 

Jen. O dear, Madam, upon my knees, I humblf 
beg your forgiveness — Dear Mr. Lionel, forgive fflc 
I — I did not design to discover it, indeed— ->and you 
won't turn me off, Madam, will you ? 1*11 serve you 
for nothing. 

Ciar. Get up, my good Jenny ; I freely forgive you 
if there is any thing to be forgiven. I know you love 
me ; and, I am sure here is one who will join with 
me in rewarding your services. 6«» 

Jen. Well, if I did not know, as sure as could be, 
that some good would happen, by my left eye itching 
Ms morning. 
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a^Mn, As for you, Mr. Lionel, what terms tan 

f itrong enough to paint the excess of my fnciiii- 
p)— I loved, I esteemed, I honoured your father ; 
vas a brave, a generuos^ and a sincere man ; t 
ght you inherited his good quaJhies-^^yon were 
fan orphan, I adopted you, put you upon the 
olmg of my own eon j educated you like a gentle- 
I Jim ; and designed you for a profession, to whkh 1 
[|hofight your virtnes would have been an ornaments 
Dear me, dear me. ^$i 

nk* Hold your tongue. 

^ Jckn* What return you have made me, you 

L to be acquainted with yourself j and, therefore^ 

il not repeat it^Yet, rememher^ as an aggrava- 

jof your guilt, thiit the last mark of my bounty 

|>Conferr*d upon you in the very instantj when you 

undermining my designs. Now, Sir, I have 

tone thing more to say to you — Take my daugh- 

wai she worth a nullion, she is at your service - 
dm. To me, Sir 1 — your daughter — do yon give 
lier to me? — Without fortuiie^-without friend?" — 

pith out 

^SirJoAfi* You have them all in your heart ; him 
^Mni virtue raises, fortune cAnjiot abase. 
^^iar, O, Sir, lei me on my knees kis?i that de*r 
hand — ackn^iw ledge my error, and ei^treat forgtvenesi 
[blessing* 

JiV JeAn. You have not erred j my dear daughter | 
t liave distin gu i ih M * 1 1 b I Ahou J d a sk pardon , for 
I 
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SCENE xir. 



Lady Mary Old boy, leaning on a Servant^ 
J ESS AMY leading her \ Jenny, and ajlerwari 
John Flowerdale, with Colonel Oldboy. 

Lady M, *Tis all in vain, my dear ; — set me 
any where ; I can't go a step further — I knew, 
Mr. Oldboy insisted upon my coming, that I s 
be seized with a meagrim by the way ; and it*! 
I did^not die in the coach. 

Mr, Jes. But, pr'ythee, why will you let yo 
be afle^lcd with such trifles — Nothing more coi 
than for young women of fashion to go off wit 
fellows. 

Lady M, Only feel, my dear, how I tremble 
a nerve but what is in agitation ; and my blood 
Cold, cold! 

Mr, Jes, Well, but. Lady Mary, don't let i 
pose ourselves to those people ; I see there is n< 
of the rascals about us, that has not a grin up 
Countenance. 

Lady M, Expose ourselves, my dear! Your 
Will be as ridiculous as Hudibras, or Don Q^ixi 

Mr, Jes, Yes, he will be very ridiculous inde 

Sir John, I give you my word, my good frieni 
neighbour, the joy I feel upon this occasion, is g 
allayed by the disappointment of an alliance witl 
family ; but I have explained to you how thingi 
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hs^pcned ^You see my situation ; and, as you are 

kind enough to consider it yourself, I hope you will 
excuse it to your son. 

Liufy M. Sir John Flowerdale, how do you do ? 
You see we have obey'd your summons ; and I have 
ibe pleasure to assure you that my son yielded to my 
entreaties with very little disagreement : in short, if I 
amy speak metaphorically, he is content to stand can- 
£date again, notwithstanding his late repulse, when he 
lopes for an unanimous election. 

Co/. Well, but, my Lady, you may save your rhe- 
toric ; for the borough is disposed of. to a wortliier 
aiember. 

Mr. Jt$. What do yoii say. Sir \ 

SCENE XIIL 

Sir John Flowerdale, Lady Mary Oldboy, 
Mr. Jessamy, Colonel Oldeoy, Lionel, Cla- 
rissa, Jenny. 

Sir John. Here are my son and daughter. 

Lady M. Is this pretty, Sir John i 

Sir John. Believe me. Madam, it is not for want of 
a just sense of Mr. Jessamy's merit, that this affair has 
gone off on any side : but the heart is a delicate 
thing ; and after it has once felt, if the objedt is me- 
ritorious, the impression is not easily effac'd ; it 
would therefore have been an injury to him, to have 
given him in appearance what another in reality pos- 
sessed. . 1 "J a 



1-02 SCHOOL FOR TATHERS; OR, AH Id 

Mr. Jes. Upon my honour, upon my soul, Sir John, 
1 am not in the least offended at this centre temps— 
Pray, lady Mary, say no more about it. 
Col. Tol, lol, lol, lol. 

Sir John. But, my dear Colonel, I am afraid, after 
all, this affair is taken amiss by you ; yes, I see you 
are angry on your son's account ; but let me repeat 
it, I liave a very high opinion of his merit. 66i 

Col. Ay 1 that's more than I have. Taken ami«l 
1 don't take any thing amiss ; I never was in better 
spirits, or more pleased in my life. 

Sir John. Come, you are uneasy at somethingi 
Colonel. 

Col. Me 1 Gad I am not uneasy — Are you 
of peace ? Then you could give me a warrant, 
you ? You must know. Sir John, a little accident 
happened in my family since I saw you last, you and I 
may shake hands— Daughters, Sir, daughters! ¥00*8 
has snaptat a young fellow without your approbation; 
and how do you think mine has serv'd me this morn- 
ing ? — only run away with the scoundrel I brought to 
dinner here yesterday. ' 

Sir John. I am excessively concerned. 
Col. Now I'm not a bit concern'd — No, damn mc, I 
am glad it has happened \ yet, thus far, I'll confess, I 
should be sorry that either of them would come in my 
way, because a man's temper may sometimes get the 
better of him, and I believe I should be tempted to 
break her neck, and blow his brains out. (I8ii 

Clar, But pray, Sir, explain this affair. 
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(W. I can explain it no further — ^I>jri my daughter 

)y, has run away from us* 

SCEI^E XIV. 



Sir John Flowerdale, Colonel Oldbot, Lady 
Mary Oldboy, Afr. Jessamt, Clarissa, 
Lionel, Jenny, Diana, Harman, Jenkins. 

Dian, No, my dear papa, I am not run away ; and 
pon my knees, I entreat your pardon for the folly I 
ave committed ; but, let it be some alleviation, that 
uty, and aflfedtion, were too strong to su&r me to 
arry it to extremity : and, if you knew the agony I 
ave been in, since I saw you last— 691 

Lady. M. How's this ? 

Har. Sir, JL restore your daughter to you ; whose 
lult, as far as it goes, I must also take upon myself; 
'e have' been known to each other for some time ; 
s Lady Richly, your sister, in London, can acquaint 
ou 

CoL Dy, come here Now, you rascal, where's 

our sword ; if you are a gentleman, you shall fight 
le ; if you are a scrub, 1*11 horse-whip you — Draw, 
irrah — Shut the door there, don't let him escape. 

Har. Sir, don't imagine I want to escape ; I amex- 
reniely sorry for what lias happened, but am ready to 
;ive you any satisfatlion you think proper. 

CoL Follow me into the garden tlien — Zounds ! I 
lave no sword about me — Sir John Flowerdale — lend 
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US a case of pistols, or a couple of guns ; and, come 
and see fair play. 

Clar. My dear papa I yo^ 

Dian, Sir John Flowerdale— O my indiscretion — 
we came here, Sir, to beg your mediation in our fa- 
vour. 

Lady,M, Mr. Oldboy, if you attempt to fight, I shall 
expire. 

Sir John, Pray, Colonel, let me speak a word to 
you in private. 

Col, Slugs and a saw -pit— 

Mr. Jts. Why, Miss Dy, you are a perfeft heroine ' 

for a romance And, pray who is this courteous 

knight ? 7M 

Lady M. O Sir, you that I thought such a pretty 
beliav*d gentleman ! 

Mr, Jts, What business are you of, friend ; 

Ear, My chief trade, Sir, is plain dealing; and, as 
that is a commodity you have no reason to be very 
fond of, I would not advise you to purchase any of it 
by impertinence. 

Col, And is this what you would advise me to ? 

Sir John, It is, indeed, my dear old friend ; as 
things are situated, there is in my opinion, no other 
prudent method of proceeding ; and it is the method 
I would adopt myself, was I in your case. 

Col, Why, I believe you are in the right of it- 
say what you will for me then. 

Sir John, Well ! young people, I have been able 
to use a few arguments, which have softened my 
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KNir here ; and in some measure piMidI kis 
ment. I find, Sir» you are a gentlemui by your 
Sions ? 789 

. Sir, till it is found that my chanfler and fa« 
nil bear the striAest scnitiiiy, I desire no fii- 
-And for fortune—— 

Oh I rot yoiir foftuae, I don't nund that — I 
you are a goitlenum, or Dick Rantum would 
7e recommended you. And so, Dy, kiss and 
t. 

Jts. What, Slr» have you no more to say to the 
ho has used you so ill ? 

Us'd me ill !*^Thaf s as I take it— -he has done 
led thing $ and, perhaps, I like him the better 

it's long before you would have spirit enough 
I away with a wench — Harman ^Te me your 

let's hear no more of this now- Sir John 

rdale, what say you ? shall we spend the day 
er, and dedicate it to love and harmony \ 
John, With all my heart. 

Then take off my great coat, 

AIR. 

Comt iieitf ail ye social powWs^ 

Shed your influence o*er us^ 
Croum with bliss the present hours, 760 

And lighten those before us. 
May the just f the generous hind. 

Still see that you regard *em ; 
And Lionels for everjind, 

Clarissas to reward *em* 
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CUUT. luwef tky godhead I adore^ 

Source of sacred passion ; 
But will never bow before 

TAose idols, wealthy or fashion* 
May, lihe me, each maiden wise. 

From the fop defend her ; 
Learning, sense, and virtue prize. 

And scorn the vain pretender* 

Har. Why the plague should men be sad. 

While in time we moulder 9 
Grave, or gay, or vex'd, or glad. 

We ev*ry day grow older. 
Bring the flash, the music bring, 

Joy will quichlyfind us ; 
Drinh, and laugh, and dance, and sing. 

And cast our cares behind us. 

Dian. How shall I escape — so naught. 

On filial laws to trample ; 
rile* en curtsey, own my fault. 

And plead papa's example. 
Parents 'tis a hint to you. 

Children oft are shameless ; 
Oft transgress — the thing's too true^-^ 

But are you always blameless f 

One word more before we go ; 

Girls and boys have patience ; 
Tou to friends must something owe, 

As well as to relations. 



u. 
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fVkat tho' we forgave *em 

Still they must be lost^ unlm 

Tou lend a hand to i 
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TJBLE OF THE SONGS. 

'b the Namss of tbi several Composbrs. 



Those marked thus **i are new, both words 
music : but those marked thus *, are only 
r set, 

L New Overture by Mr. Dibdin, 



ACT I. 

ow delightful the morning 
•ob them of strength — 
ell you the truth ^— 

Is, Sir I then I'll tell you 
a man of fashion condescends 
)ut a poor seiVant ■ 

sk me in vain __ 

pry'thee spare me — — 

gloomy thoughts — 

etto — - 



Mr. 



Duet 

Dibdin 
Dibdin 
Dibdin 
Dibdin 
Dibdin 
Dibdin 
Gallupi 
Dibdin 
Dibdin 




Indeed, forsooth, a pretty youth 
How cursedly vcxt — 

Cotne then, pining, peevish lover 
*'To fear a stranger 
*^ Ladies, pray admire a figure 
«* Poor panting heart 



I 



In Italy, Germany, France have I been 
** We all say the man 
Ga, arnl, ou my truth relying 
QiiiiUcito *^- — 



How can you inhitmau t 



I 

D 
— 1 

1 



* I wonder^ I'm sure, — — 
•* Hist, soft ; let's hear how matters go 
** A rascal, a liussy — * * — 
Why with sighs my heart is swelling 

* O bliss unexpefted 

Chgrus ^^ ■ — — 
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E 
V 
C 
V 
D 
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M D6C XCXI* 



> any objeftions been made to this pla]r> worth taking no- 
F, I should be under no obligations to answer them* being 
ntable for none of its faults, as I lay claim to none of its 
les. Gibber's Non- Juror (borrowed from the Tartiiffe of 
re) has ever been reckoned an excellent comedy; but 
written to expose a party, it was no longer interesting, be« 
the foUy and roguery it designed to ridicule no longer ex- 
it was thought, that it might be rendered agreeable to 
esent times, by once more having recourse to Moliere | 
vlth that view, I have endeavoured to substitute his cele* 
1 charadler of TartufFe, in the room of DoAor Wolf. 

. Garrick determined to do this about two years agoj but, 
;e the consequence of success would be a benefit easily 
, he kindly put it into my hands, with some hints for the 
ion. He did not think it was necessary to have any thing 
)esides a short character for that entertaining comedian^ 
Veston : Maw-worm therefore in this play is written by 
id scarce any thing more. For the rest, the character of 
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THE HYPOCRITE. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 

J Hall in Sir John Lambekt*s House. Sir John 
Lambbkt enters, foUowedby Colonel Lambert. 

Colonel Lamhrt. 
Prat consider, sir. 

Sir J, Lamb. So I do, sir, that I am, her father, and 
y9\\\ dispose of her as I please. 

CoL Lamb. I do not dispute your authority, sir ; 
but as I am your son too, I think it my duty to be 
concerned for your honour. Have not you counte- 
nanced his addresses to my sister : Has not she re- 
ceived them ?— Mr. Darnley's birth and fortune are 
well known to you ; and, I dare swear, he may defy 
the world to lay a blemish on his character. 

Sir J, Lamb. Why then, sir, since I am to be cate- 
chised, I must tell you, I do not like his character j 
he is a world-server, a libertine, and has no more re- 
ligion than you have. 

Col, Lamb. Sir, we neither of us think it proper to 
make a boast of our religion; but, if you will please 
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to enquire, you will find that we go to church as or- 
derly as the reft of our nd ghboura. 

Sir J^ lamb. Oh I you go to church I you go to 

church! Wonderful 1 wonderful I to bow, and 

grin^ andcpugh^ and sleep : a fine a6t of devotion 
jiideedt 

CcL Lamk Well, but dear sir 

SiT, J, Lamb, Colonel, you are an atheisN 

Co/- Lamb, Pardoo me, sir, 1 am none s it is a cha- 
racter I abhor ; and| nexi to triat, I abhor the cha* 
riiflcr of an enthusiasCi 

Sir jf. Lamh. Oh, you do soj an enthusiastic this 
is the fashionable phrase, the bye-word, the nick- 
namc» that our pleasure -loving generation give to 
those few who have a sense of true sanflicy* 

C&L Lamb. Say canting, sir. 

Sir J* Lamb. I lell you what, son, as I have told 
you more than once, you will draw some heavy judg- 
ment on your head one day or other, 

CoL Lamb. So says rhc charitable Dr^ CantweU ; 
you liave t\iktn him inio yonr house, and> on return, 
he gives over half your family to the deviL 

Sir J. Lamb* Do tiot abuse the do6tor, colonel ^ it 
13 not the way to my favour. I know you cannot 
bear him, because he is not one of your minctng 
preachers. — l!e holds up the glass to yourenormities, 
shews you to yourseU^es in your genuine colon n. 

CiiL Lamb. I always respe^ piety and virtue, iir | 
but there are pretenders to religion, as well as to 
coura;;e ; and sis we never find the truly brave to 1 
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such as make muth noi^e a^bout their valour; soi I 
apprehend, the truly good seldom or never deal 
much In grinrace,-^*' To be candid, sir, I nuikc a 
** distinfticjn Ucti^een hypocrisj^ and devotion, and 
■* can never pay the S4qpe regard y> tl|c ni»5k, thai I 
" would to the face**' 

Sir J. hamh. Very well, sirj this is vei 7 weU. 

Cot* Lamb. BesiiJes^ sir, I would be giad to know 
by what suthority the 4<j£tor prercrnis to exercise the 
clerical funftlon- It does tiot appear clearly to mc 
that he ever w^s in orders* 

Sir /. Lwf^. That is no business of yours, ^\t^ — . 
Btit [ am better informed.— ^However, he has the 
call of zeal. 

(kL Lamh. Zeal t 

Sir J. Lmnh. Why, colonel, yon are in a p.iSilon- 

Cd. Lamh, I own I cannot see with temper, air, so 
many religious mountebauks imptise i>i\ the unwary 
multitude; wretches, who make a trade of religton^ 
9nd shew an uncommon concern tor the next world j 
only to raise (heir fortunes with greater security in 
this» 

Sir J, Lamb. Colonel, let me hear no more \ 1 see 
you are too hardened to be converted now ; but since 
you think it your duty as a son to be concerned for 
my errorst I think it a^ much mine, as u fathert Eo 
be concerned for yours. If you think fit to amend 
them, s& ; if not, take tlie consequence* 

CoL Lam^, WeUj sir, may I ask you without of- 
fence, if the reasons you have given me are your only 
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he is obliged to me, and to me only. Besides, now 
at may have the face of an amour indeed, now one 
luu wnkething to 8trugg:le for ; there's difficulty, 
there** iditaiger, there's the dear spirit of contradidtion 
in it too— Oh 1 I like it niightily. 

CdI, Ltlmk* I am glad this does not make you think 
the worse of Dartiley— 'but a Cither's consent might 
have dapt a pair of horses more to your coach per- 
haps, and the Want of it may pinch your fortune. 

CkarL Burn fortune ; am not I a fine woman ? and 
have not I twenty thousand pounds in my own 
hands } 

Col, Lamk, Yes, sister, Imt with all your charms, 
you have had them in your hands almost these four 
years. 

CkarL Pshal and have not I had the full swing of 
my own airs dnd humours these four years ? but if I 
humour my father, I warrant he*ll make it three or 
four thousand more, with some uniick'd lout — A 
comfortable equivalent, truly I — No, no; let him 
light his pipe with his consent, if he please. Wilful 
against wise for a wager. 

Col. Lamb. Well said; nothing goes to-youriieart, 
I find. 

CharL Nq, no ; if I must have an ill litatdi, I'll 
have the pleasure of playing my own game tft least. 

CoL Lamb. But pray, sister, has iny Either ever 
proposed any other man to you ? 

CkarL Another man I let meknovrwhy youaski 
and 1*11 tell you. 
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Col. Lam^. Why, the last wonis he iMiid to me were, 
that he had another man in. his head for you. 

CharL And who is it i who is it i tell me, dear 
brother I 

Col. Lamb. Why, you don't so mudi as seem sur- 
prised. 

Charl. No ; but I'm impatietit, arid that's as well. 

CoL Lamb. Why> how now, sister \ 

CharL Why, sure, brother, you know very little of 
female hapfiiness, if you suppose the surprise of a riew 
lover ought to shock a woman of my temper— don't 
you know that I am a coquette ? 

CoL Lamb. If you are, you are the first that ever 
was sincere enough to own her being so. 

CharL To a lover, I grant you ; but not to you ; I 
tnake no more of you than a sister : I can say any 
thing to you. 

CoL Lamb. I should have bcew better pleased if 
you had not owned it to meat's a hateful charader. 

CharL Ay, it's no matter for that, it's violently 
pleasant, and there's no law against it that I know of. 

CoL Lamb. Damley's like to have a hopeful time 
with you. 

CharL Well ; but don't you really know who it is 
my father intends ihe } 

CoL Lamb. Not I, really ; but I imagined you might, 
and therefore thought to adviSe with you about it. 

CharL Nay, he has not opened his lips to me yet— 
are you sure he's gone out ? 

QfL Lamb. You are very impatient to know, me- 

R 
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^Hthinksi uliat have yau to do to concern yourself 

Hbbout any man but Durnky I 

■ ^ CAari. O lud ! O lud I Pr'ythec, brother, don*t be 

^^o wise ; if you bad an empty bouse to let, would 
you be displeased to hear there were two people about 
it I Besides, to be a little serious, Darnley has a tinc- 
ture of jc^alousj in hh temper, wliich nodilng but a 
flubstiinlbl rival can cure. 

CtiL iMmb, Oh, your servant, mad^im I now ynu 

Hi^lk reason. I am glad yovi are concerned enough 

^Bpr Darn ley's faults, to think them worth your memU 

^Kig — ha» ha 1 

^^ CkarL ConcernMl why, did I say that? — look you, 
ril deny it all to him — ^well, if I ever am serious \\\%h 

run again 
CoL Lamb* Here be comes j be as merry with hhn 
as you please. 
B ChMrL Psbal 

^Kter Dar^Lij\% Charlotte inkfs a BooA^ and 

Dsm^ My dear Colonel, ymir servant* 
Co/i Lamh, T am glad you did not come sooner i for 
in the humour my tather kft me, 'twould not have 
been a proper time for you to have prtrssed yourafr 

fair i touched upon*t — but — I'il icU you ixiore 

presently i in the mean time, lose no ground with my 
sister. 

Darn. I shall always think myself obliged tsi your 
friendship, let my success be wiui h wil l . Ma* 
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I— your most obedient— what have yoii got then, 

;harl. [reading.] Her lively IboAs a sprightly mind 
disclose ; 

Quick as her eyes^ and as unfiled as those^^ 
^am. Pray, madam, what is it ? 
!harl. Favours tdnone^ to all she smiles extendi'-^ 
)arn. Nay, I will see. 
:harl. Oft she rtjeSs^ But never once offends. 
:ol Lamb, Have a care : she has dipt ihtd her own 
radler, and she'll never forgive you if you don't 
lier go through with it. 
>arn. I beg your pardon, madam, 
harl. Bright as the sun her eyes the gazers strike. 

And like the sun they shine on all a A'ie— uin— um-^— 
)arn. That is something like, indeed. 
W. Lam5. Yoii would say so, if you knew all. 
)arn. All what 1 pray what do you mean ? 
hi, Lanib, Have a little patience : I'll tell you ifti- 
liately. 
Iharl. If to her thdri some female erforsfaU, 

Look on her face — and yonUl forget them all. 
lot that natuiral^ Mr. Darnley ? 
)arn. For a woman to expe6l, it is indeed. 
karl. And can you blame her, when 'tis at the 
e time a proof of the poor man's passion, and her 
cr? 

)am. So that you think the greatest compliment a 
-r can make his mistress, is to give up his reason 
ler. 

Bij 
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OiarL Laud ! bom cu yoci !:>Tf a body so 
Kat I don*t th:flk you lore nae iho' — do you ? 

Dam. Yet, falthy I do; a.-Mi » sbaLoaefully 
I*jn in hopes you doubt it. 

CAarL Poor man 1 bc*d £un bring me to reas< 

Darn, I would indeed.— Nay, were it but po 
to tnakc you serious only wbeo you should be 
siKNild think you the most amiable 

CkarL OludI he's civil 

Darn, Cooie^ conoe, you have good sense ; u 
but with f hac» and maLe me what you please. 

C^arL Laud I I don't desire to make any thi 
you, not I. 




Dam* Don't look: so coH upon me 1 by Heaven, I 

cann'tbearit. 

CkarL Well, now yau are tolerable. 
Dam* Come thenj be geucrous, and iwear it least 
you'll never marry ;3r*other, 

CJkdfL Ah, laud I now 3^ ou have spoiled all agiin ; 

besides, how can 1 be sure of that, before I have 

seen this otber man my brother ^oke ro me oi> 
Dam. What riddle's this? 

CeL Lamk I told you, you did not kno^ all. To 
be serious J my father went out but now on purpose 
to avoid you,— In short, he absolutely relrafls his 
promises I say?, he would not have you fool away 
your lime afler my sister ; and, in plain terms told 
me* lie had another man hi hia head for her. 

Datn^ Another man I who I what is her did not 
he name him e 

CqL LamS, No ; nor has he yet spoke of him to my 
sister^ 

Dum. This is uniiccountablel— what can have 
given him this sudden turn * 

CoL l^mh. Some whim our conscientious doctor 
[has put \v\ hU head, V\\ lay my life. 

D&rn. He 1 he cann't be such a villain j he pro- 
Ifesses a friendship for me, 

CW, t^mh. So mvjch the worse, 
Bmm* But on what pretence, wliat grounds, what 
\ fea&on f what interest can he have to oppose me } 

(^L Lamb* Arc you really now as uncroncerneil as 
\ you seem to be I 
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CAarL You are a strange dunce, brother — you 
know no more of love than I do of a regiment — You 
shall »ee now how I'll comfort him— Poor Darnley, 
ha, ha^hul 

Dam, I don't wonder at your good humour, ma- 
dam, when you have so substantial an opportunity to 
make me uneasy for life. 

CAarL O lud 1 how sententious he is I well, his 
reproaches have that greatness of soul— the con* 

fusion they give is insupportable. Betty I — is the 

tea ready } 

Enter Betty. 

Betty, Yes, madam. 

CAarL Mr. Darnley, your servant. ' \_Exit, 

Ihtttyfollows. 

CoL Lamb. So, you have made a fine piece of work 
on't, indeed I 

Dam, Dear Tom, pardon me if I speak a little 
freely} I own the levity of her behaviour, at this 
time, gives me harder thoughts than I once believed 
it possible to have of her. 

CoL Lamb, Indeed, my friend, you mistake her. 

Darn, Nay, nay; had she any real concern for me, 
the apprehensions of a man's addresses, whom yet she 
never saw, must have alarmed her to some degree of 
seriousness. 

CoL Lamb, Not at all ; for let this man be whom he 
will, I take her levity as a proof of her resolution to 
have nothing to say to him. 
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t i?arw. And pray, sir, may I not as well sii<^pc£l| that 

* this aaful dd:iy of her good nature to me now^ it 

^ meant as a provmonul defence iigamst my reproach^rs^ 

in case, when ^Ke has seen this m^n, «hc should thiok 

it convenient to preter hirn. 

Col. f^mb. No, no ; she's giddy p but not capable of 
so Mudied ^ f^jlsehood. 

Darn. But stilly what cou^d ahc mean by going a wa^ 
so abruptly \ 

Col. Li^mb. You grew too grave for her. 
Darn, Why, who could bcur such trifling ? 
C&L Idimb* You should have Itiughed at her- 
DaT»4 1 cannot love at that easy rate. 
CaL Jjimb. No — if you could^ ihc uaeasiness i¥{)uld 
lie on her side* 

Darny Do you then really think she has any thing in 
her heart for mei 

Gj/. Lamb, Ay, marry, sir — Ah I if you could but 
get her to own that seriously now Lord, how you 
could love her I 

Darn. And so I could, by Heaven^. 
C^L Lanh, Well, well \ I'll undertake for her : if 
my fcither don't scand in the way^ we are well enough. 
Darn* What says my lady? you don't think she's 
against us i 

C&L Lamb* I dare say she is not> She*fl of so soft, so 
sweet a disposition— 

Dnjn, Pr'ythee, how came so fine a woman to 
marry you^ father, with suqh a vast inequality of 
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Col, Lamb. Want of fortune, Frank : She was poor 
and beautiful — he rich and amorous* — she made him 

happy, and he her 

Dam* A lady- 
Co/. Lamb, And a jointure— now she's the only on< 
in the family, that has power with our precise do^ori 
and, 1 dare engage, she'll use it with him to persuad( 
my father from any thing that is against your interest 
By the way, you must know I have some shrewd sus- 
picion, that tiiis sanctified rogue is in love #ith her. 
Darn, In love! 

Col. Lamb, You shall judge by the symptoms — bu 
hushl-^here he comes with my grandmother — ste] 
this way, and IMl tell you. {Exeunt 

Enter Do8<fr Cantwell and Old Lady Lambert^ 
foUoxtied by Se Y w A RD. 

Dr. Cant, Charles, step up into my study ; brinj 
down a dozen more of those manuals of devotion, wit! 
the last hymns I composed ; and, when he calls, giv 
them to Mr. Maw-wotm j and, do yon hear, if an 
one enquires for me, say I am gone to Newgate, an 
the Marshalsea, to distribute alms. [Exit Seywarc 

Old Lady Lamb. Well ; bot, worthy doftor, wh 
will you go to the prisons yourself? caimot you sen 
the money \ — Ugly distempers are often catched thei 
— have a care of your health — let us keep one goc 
man, at least, amongst us. 

Dr. Cant. Alas, madam, I am not a good man : 
^na a guilty, wicked sinner> full of iniquity; ti 
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^ greatest viJUin tliar ever Isieatlied j *vef ^ inaUnt of 
my life is ckHidcd wiih st^his j u is one continued se- 
ries of crimes and defilements; yovi do nut know what 
I am capable of; yuu indceil tak^ ma for «i gmd nuui j 
bui the trulh is, 1 am st worthless cj eature. 

Old Ludy LamL Have you ihen stimiblcd ? AUs, if 
U be 50, who shall walk upright ? Whai horrid crime 
hiive you been hiiri ied into, tlmt calls for this severe 
self- recrimination I 

Dr. Cant* Notiej niadiiiTi» that perhaps hu inanity 

Tn*y call very enormous ; yet am t sure, ihst my 

thotights never stray a moment from celestial conteni* 

platTons J do iJiey net sometimes, before I am aware, 

^^fu to ihingis of this earili } am 1 imt often ha^ty^ 

^B saq>rlsed mto wrath r nay, the instance is recent i 

^Er, last ntghi, being snarled at, and bit by Minxy» 

your daugiifer-in-Iaw*s lap-dog, t am conscRHis I 

struck iiie littJe be*ii»t whli a degree of pa&aion, for 

which 1 have never been able to fpigivc my&clfitince. 

OldLndy l^mL Oh, wort J ly, humble sonl 1 this is « 

alight oiTence, which your iuffei ing and mortiiications 

jspay well atone for, 

^Mpr, CanL No, madam, no; 1 want to suffer ; I 

m^hc to be mortified ; and 1 ana obliged now to tell 

you, that, for my soul's sake, 1 must mnt your ^ood 

Kon'ii family 1 1 jim pampered too much here, Itve too 

much at n»y eaae. 

^Id Lady Lamh. Good do^lor I 

Pr. Gaul. Alas, madam I It \h not you that should 
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shed tears; it is I ought to weep ; you are a pure \ 
mah. 

Old Lady Lamb. I pure } who, I f — no, no ; sini 
sinful I ■ ■ But do not talk of quitting our fami 

what will become of us >— for friendship 

charity—— 

Dr. Cant, Enough ; say no more, madam, I subnr 
while I can do good, it is my duty. 

Enter CoioneiLAuryEKT and Darn ley. 

Cot, Lamb, Your ladyship's most humble scrvan 

Old Lady Lamb. Grandson, how do you? 

Darn. Good day to you, do6lor. 

Dr, Cant. Mr. Darnley, I am your most hutti 
servant ; I hope you and the good colonel will st 
and join in the private duties of the family. 

Old Lady Lamb, No, doftor, no j it is too early ; 
sun has not risen upon them; but, I doubt not, 
day will come. 

Dr. Cunt. I warrant they would go to a play noi 

Old Lady Lamb. Would they ? 1 am afraid il 

would. 

Darn, Wliy, I hope it is no sin, madam ; if I 
nut mistaken, I have seen your ladyship at a play. 

Old Lady Lamb. Me, sir! — see me at a play I \ 
may have seen the prince of darkness, or some of 

iniiv<4 in my likeness, perhaps 

Well, but madam 
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Old Lidy Lamk Mr. Darnlcy, da }'Oii ibink I wcHild 
commit a murder I 

Dr> Cant. No, sir, no; these are not the planli iis«* 

ally ro be met with in that ta-nk soil ; the »eedi of 
Wickedness indeed sprout up every whtrt too hst; 

but a playhouse is ihe tlevil's hot-bed 

€cL LutnL And, ye t^ doctor, I have known some of 
the leaders of your tribe, as s^ci upu1oit» ^^ ibey are, 
who have been titling to giiiher fmif there for the 

u&e of the brethren as jn case of a beiieUt^^^ 

Dt, Cant. The charity covercth tlie skii in4 n m«f 
be bv^ful la itrrn the wages of Eboniitiittitin tathe cwr." 
fort ofthe righreous. 
CqL Lamb. Ha, ha, ha I 
^^)r* Canr, Rcprob.ite, reprobate I 
^Bd;/. Unmt, Wh&t is that yoti iiiutiert ^rmh I 
^■P/d^ f.4iWy Z.^^^, Oh, Hr^av^nst 
^^i^art*;. Let Jiim go^ Colui^ct 

* €&(, LamA. A c*inting hypocrite! 
^Dr. CanL Very well, sir; y mi r hither shiJI kutyiv 
f trearment, {EmU* 

^ Old lady Lamh, Let me run our of die lt<3ij*cj f 
shall have it tali uj>un my head, if I atay among inch 
wicked wretches. Oh^ grandsun* grdndaon I [£jril* 
Darn. Was there ever so iosolcnt a raM:al I 
Coi. tumL The dog will one d^y provoke me to beat 
bis bratrv^ out- 

D(^rn. But what the devil b he \ — whence eotnei 
^kl f^-what is his Qriginal ?*— how has he fO kigralj- 
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a ted himself mth your father, as to gel | 
hoose f ^ 

Cj/* lam^, Ohf sir, he is here in qualily" 
fie ^as first iniroduced by I he good i 
gone out- You know she has beer: 
que liter of our modem conv^enticlcs^ whij 
alie got acquatnted with this sanfirfied 1 
disciples believe hhii a saint, and my podj 
has been for some time tainted with ihfl 
prjficiplcSi has been led into the same stU 

Darn, Ha! he re *5 your sister again, i 

Entir Char lott e and DoB&r Cm h J 

CAarL You'll find, sir, 1 will not be usa 

shall your credit with my father protefl yi 

to me* I 

CqL Lamh. What's the matter? , 

Char, Nothing; pray be qaiet — I don*! 

stand out of the way — how dursi yoti b^ 

awtbority into my chamber, without gi«! 

tice? i 

Darn* Confusion I 

CoL Lamb. Hold — jf my father won^t r^ 
then time enough for me to do it. \ 

Dr.Cani, Compose yourself^ madam |1 
your fiithcr*s desire, who being informed tl 
entertaining Mr, Daroley, grew impatierm 
hU positive commands ihat you atteud h^ 
or he himself, he says, will fetcli yoit* 
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Barn^ Ay, now the storm is rising- 

Dr, Cam, So J for what L hive done, madam, I had 
his authority, and shall leave him to answer you, 

CAari. *Th faisc. He gave you no avithority to in- 
sult me; or, if he had^ did you suppose I would hear 
il from you ? What is it yoii presume upon i Your 
fun£lion i Does that exempt you. from the mannen 
of a gentleman f 

Dr. CanL Shall I have an answer to your father^ 
lady J 

ChurL ril send him none by you- 

Dr, QinU I sltall inform him so- ]Exitt 

CharL A saucy puppy I 

CoL Lamb* Pray, sister, what has the fellow done to 
you } 

Chart. Nothing. 

Dam. I beg you would tell us, m^^dam. 

ChaH. Nay, no great matter — but } was sitting 
carelessly in my dressing room— a — a fastening mjr 
garter, with my face just towards the door; and this 
impudent cur, without the least notice, comes bounce 
in upon me — and my devilish hoop happening to hitch 
in the chair^ I wa^ an hour before I could- get down 
my petticoats- 

Dam, The rogue must be corre^ed. 

CoL Lamb, Yet, *egad^ 1 cannot help laughing at 
the accident ; what a ridiculous figoire must she make 
« — ha, ha| ha I 

Charl. Hah I you*re as impudent as he, I think. 
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Darn. Now, dear Tom, speak to her before s 
goes. 

Ck0rL What does he say, brother } 

Col* hmk. Why, he wants to have me speak to yoi 
and I would have him do it himself^ 

CkarL Ay, come do, Darnley ; I am in a good hi 
nour now* 

Danu Ohy Charlotte, my heart is bursting— 

CkarL Well, well, out with it then. 

Dam. Your father now, I see, is bent on partin 
us ■ nay, what's worse, perhaps, will give you t 
another^I cannot speakr—imagine what I want froi 
you-*— 

GktarL Well— ^O lud 1 one looks so silly thoug 
when one b serious — O gad I— In shorti Icannc 
get it out. 

CoL Lamb, I warrant you ; try again. 

CharL O Ind— well— -if one must be teased, then- 
why he must hope, I think. 

Dam. Is it possible ?— thus—— 

Coi. Lamb. Bus^— not a syllable : she has done ver 
welL I bar all heroics ; if you press it too far, V 
hold six to four she*s off again in a moment. 

Dam. I'm silenced. 

Chart. Now ani I on tiptoe, to know what odd fel 
low my father has found out for me. 

Dam. IM give something to know him* 

Chart. He's in a terrible ftiss at your being here, 
find. 



IW. Lamb. 'Scfeath I liere h^Anpop. .^ , . 
O&^ir/. Novir we are all in a fine pckle. 

&r JORN Lambert «ft(^rj Aaift^ j oJiifj imking siemfy 

ai Da EN ley, taies Ca a r lo tT£ aurffr Ajj anft, tmd 

Cdrries htr off, 

CqL Lamb, So wdl said, doaor. " 'TU h^i 

" I am sure, has blown this fire ; what horrid hands 
"is our poor family fallen intol and how the rogue 

•* aeems to triumph in his power 1 ^How little is 

** my falher like himself! — By nature open> just, and 
" generous ; but this vile hypocrite drives his weak 
" passions like the wind ; and 1 foresee, at last, some* 
"thing fatal will be the conscquence- 

<* Burn. Not if by speedily cletcding him, yoii tak*t 
*' care to prevent it- 

" CoL Lamb. Why, I have a thought that might 
<< expose him to my father; and, in some unguarded 
"hour, we may yet, perhaps, surprise this lurking 
" thief without his holy vizor." [^Exeunti 



ACT 11. SCENE I. 

An Ante-Chamber in iS/r John Lambert'* House i 
Seyward, with a IVriting in his Hand. 

Sty war dm 

Tis so— 1 have long suspefled where Iiis zeal 

would end; in the making of his private fortune,-^ 

GiJ 



^ 
^ 
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But then, to fouTit3 it on the rum of his patron's chilJ 

drcn \ 1 shudder sit the viUany, What desperi»j 

tlon may a son be driven to, so barbarously disinheiJ 
rited t*^^ Besides, his daughter, fair Charlotte^ todS 
iswrouged; wronged in the Senderest point i for i« 
extravagant is this setticment, that it leaves hernoti 
ahllJing, unless she marries with the dolor's consent 
which \% intended, by what 1 have heiird^ as an expeS 
dient to oblige her to marry the do£tor himself,— 3 
Now, 'twere btjt an honest part to let Charlotte know 
the snare tliat*s bid for her* This deed's nor signedj 

and may be yet prevenied. It shall be so, Yel 

charmin^^ creature — I adore you. Aod, though | 

amsen.'iiblc my passion is without hope, 1 may indulge 
it thus far, at least j 1 may have the merit of serviiM 
joU| and perhaps the pleasure to know you thmk youri 
lelf obliged by me* j 

Enter Sir ]onn^ Lif^ Lambkilt, and CHAlLtOTTri 
Sir /. Lajn&* Oh, Sey ward, your uncle wants yott tl 

transcribe some hymns, 

Siyw, Sir, 1*11 wait on him* [£« 

CkarL A pretty well-bred fellow that* 

Sir /. I^mb. Ay, ay i but he has better qualities thi 

his good breeding* 

CharL He ' s al w ays cl ean , too, 

^iT J, Lamb. I wonder, daughter, when you 

take notice of a man's real merit. Humph- 

well bred and dean, forsooth. Would not one thio 
~ie was describing a coxcomb \ When do ya 
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hear my wife talk at this r^te ? and yet she Is as young 
as your fantastical ladyship, 

Lua/ Lamt^i^ Charlotte is of a cheerful temper, njy 
dear i but 1 know you don*i think she waats discr«- 
tJon- 

Bit J* LamL I shall try that presently ; and you, 
my dear, shall judge between us* In short, daughter^ 
your course of life h but one continual round of play- 
ing the fool to no purpose; and therefore I am re- 
solved to make you think seriouslyj and marry. 
/ CAarl, That I shall do before I marry, sir, you may 
depend upon it. 

Sir J, Lamb* Um That I aih not sti swre of; 

but you may depend upon my having thought seri- 
, ously, and that*!r as well ; for the person I intend you^ 
is, of all thfi world, ihe only man who can make you 
truly happy- 

Ckarl. And of all the world, sir, that's the only 
man I ^11 positively marry. 

Lady Lamh, You have rare courage, Chat riot te 5 if 
I had such a game to play^ I should be frighted out 
of my wits,' 

CharL Lord^ QHidain^ he'll make nothing of it^ de- 
pend upon|(«^ ; 

Sir /. /jw^. Mind what I say to you. This won- 
derful man, is^y, first, in his public character, is re« 
ligious, zealous, and charitable* 

CharL Very we}l, sir. 

Sir y^^Lamb. In his private chara^er| sober, 

C4ar/« I should hate a sot« 
Ciij 
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Sir J. Lamh. Chaste. 

Charl. A heml [Sit/ling i 

Sir J. Lamb, What is it you sneer at^ niadai 
You want one of your fine gentlemen rakes, 
pose, that are snapping at every woman th< 
withf 

CkarL No, no, sir ; I am very well satisfied, 
t— I should not care for such a sort of a r 
snore than I should for one that every won 
ready to snap at. 

Sir J, Lamb, No; you'll be secure from je; 
he has experience, ripeness of years— he is 
' fbrty^nine. Your sex's vanity will have no c 
for him. 

Ckari. But all this while, sir, I don't find t 
has charms for our sex's vanity. How does he 
Is he tall, well made ? Does he dress, sing 
laugh, and dance well ? Has he good hair, gooc 
fine eyes ? Doth he keep a chaise, coach, and vis 
Uai he six prancing ponies ? Does he wear the I 
liiform, and subscribe to -Brookes's } 

Sir J. Lamb. Was there ever so profligate : 
lure } What will this age come to ? 

Lady Lamb, Nay, Charlotte, here I must be 
you. Now you are blind indeed. A woman 
piness has little to do with the pleasure her hi 
takes in his own persoti. 

Sir J. Lamb. Right. 

Lady Lamb. It is not hoW he lookS| but \ 
loves^ is the point. 
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Sir J. Lamb. Gbodkgain, 

Lady Lamb, And a wife is much more secure that 

has charms for ber husband^ than wJicn the husband 
has only charms for her. 

Sir J^ L&mh. Admirable t Go on, my dear p 

Lady Lamb, Do you think a woman of five-ai?d- 
twenty may not be imich iiappier vvidi an honest mao 
of iiftyi than the fiisest woman of fifty wi^i a young 
fellow of five-and-tweaty J 

Sir J* Lamb. Mark that- 

CharL Ay, but when two five-and-lwenties come 

together I dear papa, you must allow they have 

a chance to be fifty times as peasant and froUck* 
some. 

Sir J. Lamh^ Froycksomel Why, you sensual idiot, 
what have Clicks to do with solid happiness ? I am 

ashamed of you- -Gn, you talk worse than u girl 

at a boarding-school Frolicksome J as if marriage 

was only a license for two people to play the fool ac* 
cording 16 law. Methinks, madam, you have a better 
example of happiness before ytnir face. Here's one 
has ten times your understanding, and she, you find, 
has made a difi^reat choice. 

CAarL Lord, Bir, how you talk! you don't consider 
people's tempers. * I don't say my lady is not in the 
right; but then, you know, papa, she's a prude, and 
I am a coquette ; dkt becomes her chara6ter very well, 
I don't deny it j and 1 hope you see every thing 1 do 
is as consistent with mine.— -Your wise people may 
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talk what they will, but 'tis censtitution govcrnj us 
all: and be assured, you will no more be able to bring 
me to endure a man of forty-nine, than you can per- 
suade my lady to dance in church to the organ. 

Sir J, Lamb, Why, you wicked wretch, could any 
thing persuade you to do that } 

Ckarl, Lord, sir, I won't answer for what I migjfat 
do, if the whim was in my head ; besides, you know I 
always loved a little flirtation. 

Sir J. Lamb, O horrible I— flirtation 1— _My poor 
sister has ruined her : leaving her fortune in her own 
hand has turned her brain. In short, Charlotte, 
your sentiments of life are shameful, and I am resolved 
upon your instant reformation; therefore, as an ear- 
nest of your obedience, I shall first insist that you ne- 
ver see young Darnley more ; for, in one word, the 
good and pious Do6tor Cantwell's the man that I have 
decreed for your husband. 

Chart, Ho, ho, ho 1 

Sir J, Lamb, Tis very well ; this laugh you think | 
becomes you, but I shall spoil your mirth — ^no more- 
give me a serious answer. 

CharL I ask your pardod, sir : I should not have 
smiled indeed, could I have supposed it possible that 
you were serious. 

Sir J. Lamb, You'll find me so. 

Char I, I'm sorry for it ; but I have an obje6lioflto 
the dodor, sir, that most fathers think a substantili 
•ne. 



Hr J. Zamb. Name it. 

harL Why, sir^ we know iiotbhig of his fevCunes 

\ not worth a groat. 

if 7* Lamb. That'^ more tliah you know, ttiath^ ; 

a at^le to gi^e him a bm<^r estate than I am afraid 

*ll deserve. 

hatl Hbw! sir! " 

ir J, leM. I have told i^ #h)i^ tiiy will, and 

1 leave you to think on*t. 

,'r>v £jti««r Sbywa&d^ 
^^ Sir, If you are ik Idsure, Ae dbdbiir desiret 
peak with ybu upon business of importance* 
fr /, Ii»^. Where is he? 
ryw. In his o^h chamber, sir. 
ir J, Lamb, I will come to him immediately.— 
it Sey ward.]— Daughter, I am called away, and 
•efore have only time to tell you, as my last re- 
tion, Doftor Cantwell is your husband| or I'm 
nore your father. [Exit. 

Enter Young Lady Lambert. 
'AarL O niad^m I I am at my wit's end ; not for 
little fortune I may lose in disobeying my father, 
it startles me to find what a dangerous influence 
fellow has over all his a£tions. 
ady Lamb, Here^s your brother. 

Enter Colonel Lams e rt. 
?/. X^dL Madam, your most obedient.— Well> 



litn 



*wnm rtYFoc 
"stcret out ? Who is thi^s pretty hi 



my father his picked up for you I i 

CktirL Even our agree^iblc do^or* 

C^* LamB* You are not serious ? 

Z^z^ £diR^. He's the very man, I cm assure ] 
or* 

C&i* Lem^* Confusion 1 what would the cormd 
devour the whole famity } Your bdyship know| 
IS secretly in love with you too. 

Lady Lamk Fy, fy, coloneL 

Cei, LamS, 1 ask your pardon, madams if I sf 
roo freely ; but I am £ure^ by what 1 have seen, || 
ladyship must suspect something oHt. \ 

Lady Lamb* I am sorry any body else has ^eeii^ 

but I must own his behaviour to me of bte, botlj 

i^lirivatc and before company^ has been soTDCtl 

Vfirariner than I tliought became him, j 

O/, ZpflwA. How are these opposite* to be ri 
died \ Can the rascal have the assurance to 
both points are to be carried \ 

CkurL Truly, one would uot suspeCl the gentli 
to be so termagant i 

CoL Lamb* Especially while be pretends to l| 
shocked at all indecent amours* In the countrj 
vsed to make the maids lock up the turkey 
every Saturday night, for fear they should ga] 
tlie hens on a Sunday. 

Lady Lamh. OH 1 ridiculous I 

CcL lamit. Upon my Ufi^ madams my sifter i 
me %0t 
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-■/. I tell you 80, you impudent—— 

f Lamb. Fy, Charlotte ; he only jests with you. 

7. How can you be such a monster to stay play* 

\ fool here, when you have more reason to be 

:d out of your wits ? You don't know, perhaps, 

ly father declares he'll settle a fortune upon 

How too. 

Lamb. What do you mean } 

/ Lamb. 'Tis too true ; 'tis not three minutes 

le said so. 

Lamb* Nay, then, it is time indeed his eyes 
»pened ; and give me leave to say, madam, 'tis 
I your power. 
f Lamb. What is't you propose ? 

Lamb. Why, if this fellow, which I'm sure of, 
ly in love with you, give him a fair opportunity 
lare himself, and leave me to make my ad- 
je of it. 

y Lamb, I should be loth to do a wrong thing. 
7. Dear madam, it is the only way in the world 
ose him to my father, 
y Lamb. I'll think of it. 

Lamb, Pray do, madam; but in the mean time 
t leave you — poor Darnley stays for me at the 
la, and will sit upon thorns till I bring him an 
It of his new rival. 

v. Well, well, get you gone then ; here is my 
xiother, and, after the affront you offered this 
Dg to the do^lor, she will not be able to bear 
.htofyou. [Exit Col. 
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Enter Old Lady Lambert.' 

Lady Lamb. This is kind, madam ; I hope ] 
dyship's come to dine with us. 

Old Lady Lamb, No ; don't be afraid : onl 
way from Tottenham Court, I just called 
whether any dreadful accident happened to 
mily since I was here last. 

Lady iMmb. Accident 1 did your ladyship s 

Old Lady Lamb, I shall be sorry, daughter, 

surprised, when I hear it ; for there are g< 

under this roof that will bring temporal puni 

along with them. 

Lady Lamb. Indeed, madam, you astonish n 
Old Txidy Lamb. We'll drop the subject 5 an 
leave to address myself to you, Miss Charlolt* 
you have a bit of lace upon your neck ; 1 \ 
know what you wear it for. 
Charl, Wear it for, madam I it's the fashic 
Old Lady Lamb, In short, I have been at n 
draper's to-day, and have brought you soi 
muslin, which I desire you will make hand} 
of— for I must tell you that slight covering 
cent, and gives much offence. 
Lady Lamb, Indecent, did your ladyship Sc 
Old Lady Lamb. Yes, daughter-in-law. 
Cantwell complains to me that he cannot sit 
the sight of her bare neck disturbs him so ; : 
a good man, and knows what indecency is. 
CharL Yes, indeed i I believe he docs, bet 
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in this house. But you may tell the do£tor 
r, madam, that he is an impudent coxcomb^ 
, and deserves to have his bones broke. 
idy Lamb, Fy, Charlotte, fy 1 He speakt but 
goody and this is the grateful return you 

Grateful return, madam I — how can you be 
il to that hypocrite ? — The do6lor is one of 
10 start at a feather.-^Poor good man \ yet 
lis vices of the graver sort— 
aiy Lamb, Come, come ; I wish you would 
lis precepts, whose pra6lice is conformable to 
teaches.— Virtuous man ! — Above all sen- 
irds, he considers the world merely as a col- 
f dirt and pebble-stones. — How has he weaned 
1 temporal conne6lions ! My heart is now set 
thing sublunary ; and, I thank Heaven, I am 
sible to every thing in this vain world, that I 
e you, my son, my daughters, my brothers, 
idchildren, all expire before me ; and mind 
>re than the going out of so many snuffs of 

. Upon my word, madam, it is a very humane 
ion you have been able to arrive at, and your 
s much obliged to the do^or for his instruc- 

idy Lamb. Well, child, I have nothing more 
I you at present ; Heaven mend you, that's all* 
But pray, madam, stay and dine 



/^ ^ 
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iiir^ :. ..:; la; :: i..- r:-.:.-^::-- i: ms iia^jr.— Here 
- :.- zuir-imr. i :...— n- i:;rr:ii;r , aiu-xj ncmaiii 
.;.*.***.: -tar :.:r rxsr:: * .cni-i rr acrae ;ou tijaii 

^. CcT.-- --^: i:'i irir £-3uc Jlti. I vuikusher 
lAZi'. — I'j: •;--: ni' cz ::l.z. k:,j r-.^^ cae ? The 
,-v::ua .: :. ; w .:ir, »;_-. :*iTs r-; -j^^rsis lor me ; 1 
*". :xi: ziiz.ti ».-i l:<: r fi.i; £ ir? ; ar.d was I, I 
Tfg^^ ::, :- ict*p: c: :r-; rr-i: >;- wi^t to repose in 
r.^, Beivtr. itr.i**. :: wc-ld c-r. y be le*c the means 
i:»o^Id :.\,\ li.l :r.:o ■*.:krd r-ir.ds, who would not lay 
if out as I iho»'.d do, fur the glor\- of Heaven, afld 
tLe good of my r.eighbour. 

6/i Z^z^ Ad«i^. What is the matter, son } 

hr. Cant. Nothing, madam, nothing. But yon 

were v^itness how the worthy colonel treated metltf 
morning — Not that 1 speak it on my own account- 
f(;r to be rrviled is tny portion. 

iSV; ./. Lamb. O the villain I the villain I 
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int. Indeedi I did not think he had so hard 

idy Lamb. Ah I your charitable heart knows 
ancourthatis in his. — His wicked sister too 

here this moment abusing this good man. - 
mt. O sir, 'tis plain, 'tis plain ; your whole 
-e in a combination against me — ^your son and 
* hate me ; they think I stand between them 
r favour ; and indeed it is not fit I should do 

fallen as they are, they are still your chil- 
d I an alien, an intruder^ who ought in con- 
3 retire and heal those unhappy breaches. 
dy Lamb. See, if the good man does not wipe 

mU Oh, Heavens I the thought of their in- 

; wounds me to the quick but I'll remove 

sore— here, Charles I 

Enter Seyward. 
Lamb, For goodness sake— 
nt. Bring me that writing I gave you to lay 
lorning. 

Lamb, Make haste, good Charles ; it shall 
I this moment. [Exit Seyward. 

nt. Not for the world. Sir John— every mi- 
Js to corroborate my last intentions — ^^I must 
not take it, with the curses of your children. 

Lamb, But, consider, do6lor — shall my 
)n then be heir to my lands, before repen- 

entitled him to favour— No, let him de- 
Dij 
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peiid upon you, whom be has wronged ; perhapsii 
time hf may reflet on his father's justice, and ht 
condicd <t> your rewarded virtues. — If Heaven ahtt 
at Ust reclaim him, in you, 1 know, he still w<| 
fiml a &>nd furi^ivin^ father. I 

Df^ Cant* The imagin^iion of so blest an 1| 
softens tne to a tenderness I cannot support I I 

Old lady lamk Oh I the dear good man. 

Sir J* Ltmh, With regard to my daughter, doj 
jrou know !ihe ik not wronged by it ; because, if 
proves not obstinatej she may still be happy^ i 

Old lady la^nb^ Yes, but tlie perverse mri 
slights the blessing you propose for her- 

Dr. Cant^ We must allow, madam, female mode 
a time, which often takes the likeness of d\&ta^ 
the comm*mds of your good Kon might too wdd^ 
surprise Ikcr — Maids must be gently dealt withal 
might I humbly advise- — - I 

Sir J, Lamb. Anything you will j you shall] 
vern me and her* 

Dr* Cdnl, Then, sir, abate of your authorityjl 
let the matter rest awliilc. 1 

Sir J* Lam^. Suppose we were to get my wid 
speak to her; women will often hear from their I 
sex what, sometimes, even from the man they 1 
will startle them* 

Dr* Cant, Then, with your permission, str, t^ 
lake an opportunity of talking to my lady. 

Sir J. lamt^ She's now in her drcBsmg-roomi 
gp 3md prepare her far it. [i 
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Dr, Cant, You are too good to mey sir— too boun- 
iful. 

Enter Sbtwa&d. 

Seyw. Sir, Mr. Maw-worm is without, and would 
e glad to be permitted to speak with you. 

Old Lady Lamb. Oh, pray, dodlor, admit him ; I 
ave not seen Mr. Maw- worm this great while ; he's 
. pious man, tho* in an humble estate ; desire the 
V orthy creature to walk in. 

Enter Maw«worm« 

-How do you do, Mr. Maw-worm ? 

Manf. Thank your ladyship's axing — I*m but deadly 
(oorish, indeed; the world and I cann't agree — I 

lave got the books, do6lor and Mrs. Grunt bid 

ne give her service to you, and thanks you for the 
ighteen-pence. 

Dr, Cant, Hush, friend Maw-worm I not a word 
nore ; you know I hate to have my little charities 
)lazM about : a poor widow, madam, to whom I sent 
Tiy mite. 

Old Lady Lamb, Give her this. 

[Offers a purse to Maw- worm. 

Dr, Cant^ I'll take care it shall be given up to her. 

[Puts it up. 

Old Lady Lamb, But what is the matter with you, 
Vlr. Maw-worm ? 

Afow. I don't know what's the matter with me— 
Diij 
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I*m a breaking my heart— -—I think it's a sin to keep 
a shop. 

Oid Lady Lamb, Why, if you think it a sin, indeed 
—pray what's your business } 

Maw. We deals in grocery, tea, small- beer, char< 
coali butter, brick«dust, and the like. 

Old Lady Lamb, Well ; you must consult with your 
friendly diredlor here. 

Maw, I wants to go a preaching. 

Old Lady Lamb, Do you \ 

Maw, I'm almost sure I have had a call. 

Old Lady Lamb, Ay! 

Maw, I have made several sermons already, 7 does 
them extrumpery, because I cann*t write ; and now 
the devils in our alley says, as how my head*s turned. 

Old Lady Lamb, Ay, devils indeed but don't 

you mind them. 

Maw, No, I don't — I rebukes them, and preaches 
to them, whether they will or not. We lets our house 
in lodgings to single men; and sometimes I gets 
them together, with one or two of the neighboun, 
and makes them all cry. 

Old Lady Lamb, Did you ever preach in public \ 

Maw, I got up on Kennington Common the last 
review day, but the boys threw brick-Jbats at mci 
and pinned crackers to my tail ; and I have bees 
afraid to mount ever since. 

Old Lady Lamb. Do you hear this, doAor I thro* 
brick*bats at him, and pin crackerit to his tail I .CM 
be stood by \ 
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Maw» I told them so— —says I, I does nothing 
^landecently ; I stand here contagious to his majesty's 
guards, and I charges you upon your apparels not to 
xnislist me. 

Did Lady Lamb. And it had no effeft } 

Maw, No more than if I spoke to so many postesses ; 
but if he advises me to go a preaching* and quit my 
shop, 1*11 make an excressance farther into the 
country. 

Old Lady Lamb. An excursion, you would say. 

Maw* I am but a sheep, but my bleatings shall be 
heard afar oif, and that sheep shall becpme a shep* 
herd; nay, if it be only, as it were, a shepherd's 
dog, to bark the stray lambs into the fold. 

Old Lady Lamb. He wants method; doctor. 

Dr* Cant. Yes, madam, but there is matter; and 
I despise not the ignorant. 

Maw. He's a saint — till I went after him, I was 
little better than the devil ; my conscience was tanned 
with sin like a piece of neat's leather, and had no 
more feeling than the sole of my shoe; always a 
roving after fantastical delights : I used to go every 
Sunday evening to the Three Hats at Islington ; it's 
a public-house ; mayhap your ladyship may know it : 
I was a great lover of skittles too, but now I cann't 
bear them. 

Old Lady Lamb. What a blessed reformation ! 

Mam. I believe, doftor, you never know'd as how 
I was instigated one of the stewards of the reforming 
society. I convi6led a man of five oaths, as last 
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Thursday was se'nnight, at the Pewter Platu 
the Borough ; and another of three, while h( 
playing trap-ball in St. George*s Fields : I b* 
this waistcoat out of my share of the money. 

Old Lady Lamb, But how do you mind you 
tiness \ 

Maw, We have lost almost all our customer 
cause I keeps extorting them whenever they 
into the shop. 

Old Lady Lamb. And how do you live ? 

Maw, Better than ever we did: while we 
worldly minded, my wife and I (for I am marr 
as likely a woman as you shall see in a thou 
could hardly make things do at all \ but sine* 
good man has brought lis into the road of the 
teous, we have always plenty of every thing; ai 
wife goes as well dressed as a gentlewoman- 
have had a child too. 

Old Lady iMmb, Merciful I 

Maw. And between you and me^ do6lor, 1 1 
Susy*s breeding again. 

Dr. Cant, Thus it is, madam ; I am con; 
told, though I can hardly believe it, a blessir 
lows wherever I come. 

Maw, And yet, if you would hear how the 
hours reviles my wife, saying, as how she s 
store by me, because we have words now and 
but, as I says, if such was the case, would ev 
have cut me down that there time as I was r 
choly, and she found me hanging behind tlie 
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lon't believe there's a wife in. the parish would have 

ne so by her husband. 

J>r. Cant, I believe 'tis near dinner ttmey and Sir 

hn will require my attendance. 

Maw. Oh I I am troublesome— nay» I only come to 

u, doftor, with a message from Mrs. Grunt. I 

sh your ladyship heartily and heartily farewell; 

CtoTy a good day to you. 

Old Lady Lamb, Mr. Maw-worm, call on me some 

ae this afternoon ; I want to have a little private 

scourse with you; and, pray, my service to your* 

ouse. 

Maw. I will, madam ; you are a malefa£tor to all 

odness ; I'll wait upon your ladyship $ I will, in- 

sd: \G<nng^ rUurns."] Oh, doctor, that's true; 

sy desired me to give her kind love and rcspefls to 

u. {Exit. 

Dr. €ani. Madam, if you please, I will lead you 

:o the parlour. 

Old Lady Lamb. No, do6lor, my coach waits at the 

lor ; I' only called upon the business you know of; 

id partly indeed to see how you did, after the usage 

\M had met with ; but I have struck the wretch out 

' my will for it« 

tldtr SfiYWARD. 

Dr. Cant. Charles, you may lay those papers by 
;atn, but in some place where you'll easily find 
lem; for L believe we shall have occasion for them 
»nie time this afternoon. 
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Seyw, 1*11 take care, sir. 

[Exeunt Dr. Cant, and Old Lady Lan 

— Occasion Yor them this afternoon I Then thei 

no time to be lost ; the coast is clear, and this is : 
chamber.— .What's the matter with me ? The thou 
of speaking to her throws me into a disorder. The 
nobody within, I believe — 1*11 knock again« 

Enter Betty. 
Is your lady busy } 

Betty. I believe she's only reading, sir. 

Seyw, Will you do me the favour to let her kn 
if she's at leisure, I beg to speak with her upon sc 
earnest business. 

£n/er Charlotte. 

Chart. Who's that ? 

Betty, She's here.— Mr. Scyward, madam^ 
sires to speak with you. 

CharL Oh, your servant, Mr. Seyward.— H< 
take this odious Homer, and lay him up again; 

tires me. — \_Exit Betty.] How could the t 

wretch make such an horrid fuss about a fine woi 
for so many volumes together, and give us no ace 
of her amours ? You have read him, 1 suppose 
the Greek, Mr. Seyward ? 

Seyw. Not lately, madam. 

Ckarl, But do you so violently admire him now 

Seyw, The critics say he has his beauties^ mad 
but Ovid has been always my favourite* 
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Charl, Ovid— Ob, he is ravishing I 

Seyw. So art thou, to madness I [Aside. 

CkarL Lord ! how coiUd one do to Icam Greek \ — 
V^ere you a great while about it \ 

Seyw. It has been half the business of my life, 
ladam. 

CharL That's cruel now ; then you think one could 
ot be mistress of it in a month or two \ 

Seyw. Not easily, madam. 

Charl, They tell me it has the softest tone for love 
f any language in the world — I fancy I could sour 
sarn it. I know two words of it already. 

Seyof. Pray, madam, what are they } 

CharL Stay — let me see — Oh — ay — Zoe kai psuche. 

Styw. I hope you know the English of them, ma- 
am. 

CharL Oh lud I I hope there is no harm in it — Vm 
Lire I heard the do6lor say it to my lady — pray, what 
i it? 

Seyw, You must first imagine, madani, a tender 
>ver gazing on his mistress ; and then, indeed, they 
ave a softness in them ; as thus— -Zoe kai psuche 1-^ 
ly lifel my soul! 

CharL Oh the impudent young rogue 1 how his 
yt% spoke tool*— »What the deuce can he want 
n\\i me ? 

Seyw, I have startled her ! she muses I 

CharL It always run in my head that this fellow 
^d something in him above his condition ; I'll know 
tpmediately. Well, but your business with me. 
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Mr. Sey ward i You have something of love in you 
head, 1*11 lay ray life on*t. 

Seyw, I never yet durst own it, madam* 

Charl. Why, what's the matter ? 

Styw. My story is too melancholy to entertauBl 
mind so much at ease as yours. 

CkarL Oh, I love melancholy stories of all things 
-Tpray, how long have you lived with your uock 
Mr. Seyward ? 

Seyw, With Doflor Cantwell, I suppose you meat 
madam } 

CkarL Ay. 

Seyw, He's no uncle of mine, madan. 

CAarL You surprise me I not your uncle ? 

Seym. No, madam ; but that's not the only cha 
rafler the do6lor assumes, to which he has no right, 

CkarL Lord ! I am concerned for you. 

Seyw, So you would, madam, if yon knew all. 

CkarL I am already ; but if there are any fartbc 
particulars of your story, pray let me hear them 
and should any services be in my power, I am sui 
you may command them. 

Seyw. You treat me wkh so kind, so gentle a ham 
that I will unbosom myself to you. — My father, in 
dam, was the younger branch of a genteel family! 
the North ; his name, Tnieman — ^but dying while 
was yei in my infancy, I was left wholly dependei 
on my mother; a woman really pious and wel 

meaning, but In short, madam, Doftor Cantwe 

fatally got acquainted with her, and as he is no* 



Iff* TifB HTPOC&m. 4^ 

ir fathtr*s bosom counsellori soon became hers; 
for his hypocrisy had so great an efiedl on her 
^eak spirit, that he entirely led and managed her 
It his pleasure.** She died» madam, when I wa» 
t eight years old ; and then I was indeed left an 
)han« 

'^arl. Poor creature 1 — Lord I I cannot bear it I 
^eyw. She left Dodtor Cantwell her sole heir and 
scutor : but I must do her the justice to say, I be- 
ve it was in the confirmation that he would take 
re of, and do justice to me ; ** who, young as I 
was, I yet remember to have heard her recom* 
mend to him on her death-b9d :" and, indeed, he 
i so far taken care of me, that he sent me to a se» 
nary abroad ;. and for these three years last past 
i kept me with him. 

'Jhari, A seminary 1 Oh I Heavens I but why have 
J not strove to do yourself justice? 
S^w* Thrown so young into his power as I was-»^ 
;cnown and friendless, •'^ but through his means,**^ 
whom could I apply -for succour ? Nay, madam, I 
11 confess, that on my return to England, I was at 
3t tainted with his enthusiastic notions myself; 
d, for some time, as much imposed upon by him 
others j till, by degrees, as he found it necessary 
make use of, or totally discard me (which last he- 
L not think prudent to do), he was obliged to un* 
il himself to me in his proper colours — And I be- 
ve I can inform you of some parts of his private 
ara£te£| thai may be the means of detecting one 
£ 
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of the wickedest impostors that ever pra6lised upoB 
credulity. 

CiarL But how has the wretch dared to treat you) 

Seyw. In his ill and insolent humours, madam, he 
has sometimes the presumption to tell me that I an 
the pbje6l of his charity ; and I own, madam, thit 
I am humbled in my opinion, by his having drawa 
xne into a connivance at some actions, which I cann't 
look back on without horror 1 

Ckarl, Indeed you can n't tell how I pity you ; and 
depend upon it, if it be possible to serve you, by 
getting you out of the hands of this monster, I will, 

Seyw. Once more, madam, let me assure you, that 
your generous inclination would be a consolation to 
me in the worst misfortunes; and, even In the last 
moment of painful death, would give my heart a joy. 

CkarL Lord! the poor unfortunate boy loves me 

too — what shall I do with him? Pray, Mr. Sey* 

ward, what paper's that you have in your Iiand ?— - 
Ts it relative to— 

Seyw, Another instance of the conscience, and gra 
titude, which animates our worthy doctor. 

CAarL You J^righten me I pray what is the purport 
of it ? Is it neither signed nor sealed— 

Seyw. No, madam; therefore to prevent it, bythii 
timely notice, was my business here with you : your 
father gave it to the dodlor first, to shew his counsel; 
who, having approved it, I understand this evening 
it will he executed. 

Ckarf It is it ? 
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would cadi again, and bid his senrant stay Ix 
pre hini notice when you came home. 

CkmrL You don't know what he wanted ? 

Btttjf. No, madam ; he seemed very uneas) 
being abroad. 

Ckmri. Well, go and lay up those thing 
Betty.] Ten to one but his wise head has fi 
•omethin^ to be jealous of: if he lets me 
shall be sure to make him infinitely easy— - 



Enter DA&NL£r. 

D^rm, Your humble senrant, roadanu 

Chart. Your servant, sir. 

Dmm. You have been abroad, I hear? 

CkmrL Yes, and now I am come home, yoi 

Dam, You seem to turn upon my words, 
Is there any thing particular in them } 

Chari, As much as there is in my being z 
believe. 

Dam. Might I not say you had been abn 
out giving offence ? 

CkarL And might I not as well say I v 
home, without your being so grave upon't ? 

Dam. Do you know any thing that she 
me grave ? 

Chart. I know, if you are so, 1 am the wor 
in the world you can possibly shew it to. 

Dam. Nay, I don't suppose you do any t 
won't justify. 
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CkarL Ohf then I find I have done awnething you 
link I cann't justify. 

Dam. I don't say that neither; perhaps I am 
rong in what I have said ; but I have been so often 
sed to ask pardon for your being in the wrong, that 
am resolved henceforth never to rely on the insolent 
ridence of my own senses* 

CharL You don't know now, perhaps, that I think 
lis pretty smart speech of yours is very dull j but, 
Luce that's a fault you cann't help, I will not take it 
11 ; come now, be as sincere on your side, and tell 
ae seriously — Is hot what real business I had abroad 
[le very thing you want to be made easy in \ 

Dam, If I thou^t you would make me easy, I 
ould own it. 

CkarL Now we come to the point.—— To-morrow 
tiorning, then, I give you my word to let you know 
^ all ; till when, there is a necessity for its being a 
2cret ; and I insist upon you believing it. 

Dam. But pray, madam, what am I to do with 
•rivate imagination in the mean time ? that is not in 
ny power to confine ; and sure you won't be ofibnd- 
:d, if, to avoid the tortures that may give me, I beg 
rou'U trust me with the secret now. 

CharL Don't press me, for positively I will not. 

Darn, Will not— cannot had been a kinder term— 
s my disquiet of so little moment to you \ 

CharL Of none, while your disquiet dares not trust 
he assurances I have given you. If you expe6t I 
ihould confide in you for life, don't let me see you 
Eiij 
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d»re not take my word for a day i and, if yott 
wise, you* 11 tinnk so fair a trial a favour* 

Bam* If you inrciid it such— it U n favour; U 
*m somctUitig— so— come, let*a wave the subje^i 

CAar/, With vll my heart. Have you seen my 
ther lately f 

Darn. Yest madam ; and he telU me, it seems 
Potior b the man your father has resolved upon. 

CAutL *Th so i i>«y, and wh«t will more surpii 
you, he leaves me only to the clioicc of liim, at 
no furtune. 

Darn. And iriay T, wlthtjut oflVtice, beg leave 
kuow wliat fesolution you have takeii upou it ? 

CJ^rL I have not taken any; 1 do not kuow wJii 
to do J what would you advise me to } 

Bdrn. I advise yow to } uay, you a« in the n^ 
to make it a question p < 

CkarL He'says hc*il settle all his estate uponhil 

tOOp 

Darn. O idkt it : ta.ke it, to be sure ; its thefftted 
match in the world ; you c^nn^t do a wiser thing c^ 
tainly. 

CkarL 'Twill he as wise, at leastj as the medU 
you take to prevent it, i 

Darn, ls*t possible f how can you torture me wf 
Uiis Indifference;^ 

CkarL Why do you insult me with such a bat 
faced jeHlousy J 

Ddtn* Is it a crime to he concerned for whatfc 
comes of you \ Has not your father a^ienly declaii 
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^nst mCy in &vour of another } How is it possible, 

such a time, not to have a thousand fears ? What 
ough they are false and groundless, are they not still 
e tfkCt of love, alarmed, and anxious to be satis* 
d? I have an heart that cannot bear disguises $ 
t, when 'tis grieved, in spite of me, will shew it-— 
ay pardon me— —but when I am told you went out 
the utmost hurry, with some writings to a lawyer, 
d took the dodlor's nephew with you, even in the 
ry hour your father had proposed him as an hus- 
nd, what am I to think } Can I, must I suppose my 
ises fail me f If I have eyes, have ears, and have an 
ire, must it still be a crime to think I see and hear, 
I feel that I am wronged \ 
^Aari. Well, I own, it looks ilUnatured now, not 

^ew him some concern but then, this jealousy 

lust and will get the better of, or we shall be mi- 
able. 

^arn* Speak, Charlotte ; is still my jealousy a 
ne i •. 

^,harl. If you still insist on it as a proof of love, then 
lust tell you, sir, 'tis of that kind, that only slighted 
irts are pleased with— —when I am so reduced, 
-haps I may bear it. The fa6t you charge me with, 
rue ; I have been abroad ; but let appearances be 
•r so strong, while there is a possibility that what I 
re done may be innocent, I won't bear a look that 
s me to my face, you dare suspe6t me. If you 
^e doubts, why don't you satisfy them before you 

me ? Can you suppose I am to stand confounded. 
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like a criminal, before you ?— — Come, come, therf 
nothing shews so low a mind, as those grave and m 
lent jealousies. 

Dam. However, madam, mine you won't find i 
low as you imagine ; and, since I see your tyraoif 
arises from your mean opinion of me, 'tis time to It 
myselfi and disavow your power ; you use it now to 
yond my bearing; not only impose on me to disbelief 
my senses, but do it with sudi an imperious air,aii 
my manly reason were your slave, and this despioli 
frame that follows you, durst shew no signs of lifi^ b 
what you vouchsafe to give it. 

C&arL You are in the right: go on— susp^^fl i 
still— believe the worst you can— 'tis all true— I doi 
justify myself.- .Why do you trouble mc wi 
your complaints? If you are master of thatmai 
reason you boasted, give a manly proof of it; at oi 
resume your liberty ; despise me ; go off in trium 
now, like a king in a tragedy | and let me see y 
scorn the woman, whose overbearing falsehood wou 
insult your senses. 

Dam, Is this the end of all, then? and are tb 
tender protestations you have made me, for sud 
thought them, when, with a kind relu6lance, ] 
gave me something more than hope — what all- 
Charlotte, all come to this ? 

C/iarl. Oh, lud! I am growing silly ; if I hear oi 
shall tell him every thing ; 'tis but another strug] 
and I shall conquer it.- So, you ^re not gc 

I see. 
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J)am. Do you then wish me gone* madam ^ 
Ckarl, Your manly reason will dire6l you. 

Darn. This is too much my heart can bear no 

*^f)rc I What, am I rooted here \ 

Enter Sbyward. 

CkarL At last I am relieved.— Well, Mr.Seyward, 
^^ it done ^ 

S^yvf. I did Aot stir i^om the desk till it was en. 
t;^rely finished. 

Cbzr/. Whereas the original? 
^^w. This is it, madam. 

CAarL Very well; that, you know, you must keep: 

but come, we must lose no time ; we will examine this 

in the next room.— Now I feel for him. [Exit, 

Dam, This is not to be borne — Pray, Mr. Charles, 

^^hat private business have you with that lady \ 

Seyw* Sirl 

Dam, I must know, young man. 
Seyw, Not quite so young, but I can keep a secret, 

^nd a lady's too you'll excuse me, sir. \Exit, 

Dam. 'Sdeath 1—^1 shall be laughed at by every 

body 1 shall run distra6led this young fellow 

should repent his pertness, did aot this house prote£l 
liim.— — This is Charlotte's contrivance to distra^^ 

me but — ^but what ? Oh !— I have love enough 

to bear this, and ten times as much. 

EnUr Colonel Lamb£&t. 
Col.Lamk, What, in raptures ♦ 
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Darn, Pr'ythcc 1 am unfit to talk with you. 

Coi. Lamb. 'What, is Chark)tte in her airs again} 

Dam. I know not what she is. 

Co/. Lamb. Do you know where she is } 

Dam. Retired this moment to her chamber withi 
young teilow there— the doflor's nephew.- 

Col. Lamb. Why, you are not jealous of the dodi 
I hoj>e \ 

Dam. Perhaps she'll be less reserved to yoUfU 
tell you wherein I have mistaken her. 

CoL Lamb. Poor Frank I every plot I lay upon fl) 
sister's inclination for you, you are sure to ruin byyov 
own condudh 

Dam. I own I have too little tempeti and too mud 
real passion, for a modish lover. 

Coi. Lamb. Come, come, make yourself easy end 
more ; I'll undertake for you : If you'll fetch a cod 
turn in the Park, upon Constitution-Hill, in less thai 
half an hourTU come to you, and make you perfedl) 
easy. 

Dam. " Dear Tom, you are a friend inde«d\'*-* 

•• I have a tlniusand things but" you shall find 

there. [W 

Enter Charlotte and Seywakd, 
r.>/. Iamb. How now, sister i what have you dot 

to Dainleyf The poor fellow looks as if he hi 

killed your parrot. 
CJ^ati, P;^al you know him well enough; I't 

only been setting him a love lesson; it a little puzzki 
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CI to get through it at first, but he'll know it all by 

xnorrow you will be sure to be in the way, Mr. 

rward. 

Seyw. Madam, you may depend upon me : I have 
full instruftions. [Exit, 

Zol. Lamb, O ho I here's the business then ; and it 
rms Darn ley was not to be trusted with it ; ha, ha ! 
d pr'ythee, what is the mighty secret that is trans- 
Ling between Seyward and you ? 
Chart, That's what he would have known, indeed ; 
it you must know, I don't think it proper to let you 
U him neither, for all your sly manner of asking. 
Col, Lamb. Pray take your own time, dear madam ; 
im not in haste to know, I assure you. 
Chart, Well, but hold ; on second thoughts, you 
all know part of this affair between Seyward and 
2 ; nay, I give you leave to tell Darnley too, on 
me conditions: 'tis true, t did design to have sur- 

ised you but now ^^my mind*s altered, that's 

ough. 

Cot, Lamb. Ay, for any mortal's satisfaflion— but 

:re comes my lady. 

Enter Lady Lambert. 
Lady Lamb, Away, away, colonel and Charlotte ; 
5th of you, away this instant. 
Chart, What's the matter, madam ? 
Lady Lamb, I am going to put the do6lor to his trial, 
lat's all. I have considered the proposal you have 
ade me to-day, colonel, and am convinced it ought 
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not to be d»a]prd an in&tant : so just oo^ 
£ttlier was con yo t d ia tbe ann chair to 
aooo*s map, I told the dodor in a half-wh 
IshouU be giad to have a woid ia pnvat< 
boe ; and he said he would wait upon me 
You must know, Chariotte, Sir John has be< 
OK to qxak to you in his favour, and has ' 
to hear what the dodor had to say upon th 
but must I play a traiterous part now, and, 
persuading you to the doctor, perwade t 
against you) 

ClaW. Dear madam, why not } one mom 
with the pnide, I beg of you ; donit startJe 
decbration, but let him go on, till he shew 
bottom of his ugly heart. 

Ladjf Lamb, I warrant you, 1*11 give a go 
of him but, as 1 live, here he comes. 

CkarL Come, then, brother, you and I 
mode, and steal off. [^Exaau Charlotte 

Enur DoQor Cant well. 

[TIuColo 

Dr. Cant. Here I am, madam, at youi 

command ; how happy am I that you thii 

Lady Lamb. Please to sit, sir. 

Dr. Cant. Well, but, dear lady, ha I 
conceive the joyousness I feel at this so m 
interview. Ah^ahl I have a thousand fri* 
10 say to you^ and how stands your precic 
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naughty cold abated yet i I hare scarce closed 
s these two nights with my concern for you } 
very watchful interval has sent a thousand sighs 
>rayer8 to Heaven for your recovery.** 
Lam^. Your charity is too far concerned for 

^ant. Ah 1 don't say so, don^t say so. You 
lore than mortal man can do for yoo. 
Lami, Indeed you over-rate me. 
UnU, I speak it from my heart; indeed, indeed, 

I do. 

Lami. O dear 1 you hurt my hand, sir. 
Cant. Impute it to my zeal, and want of words 
ression : precious soul 1 I would not harm you 
world ; no, it would be the whole business of 

LamA. But to the affair I would speak to you 

Tant. Ah, thou heavenly woman I 

LamS, Your hand need not be there, sir. 

Cant. 1 was admiring the softness of this silk. 

idy Lamb, Ay, but I*m ticklish. 

r. Cant,^* They are indeed come to prodigious 

ion in all manufadures : how wonderful is hu- 

I I here it disputes the prize with nature : that 
soft and gaudy lustre should be wrought from 

ours of a poor worm 1 

LamS. But our business, sir, is upon another 
: $ir John informs me, that he thinks himself 
F 
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under no obligations to Mr. Darnley, and therek 
resolves to give his daughter to you. 

Dt, Cant. Such a thing has been mentioned, madoi 
but, to deal sincerely with you, that is not thehtpfi 
ness I sigh after ; there is a soft and serious exceUm 
fur mc, very different from what your step-daugM 
possesses. 

lady I.amb, Well, sir, pray be sincere, and op> 
your heart to mc. 

Dr, Cant. .Open my heart 1 Can you thenj f^ 
lady, be yet a stranger to it ? Has no aflion of my li! 
been able to inform you of my real thoughts ? ** 
<* hope you imagine not that it was firom ill-will, 
<• any other account but yours, that I urged Sir Joi 
<• to restrain your assemblies and visits: no, b\css( 
*< creature, it proceeded from a zealous transport : 
" could not bear to see the gay, the young, and t 
** impertinent, daily crowding round you, without 
«* certain grudge; I might say, envy." 

Lady Lamb. Well, sir, I take all this, as I wppo 
yuu intend it, for my good and spiritual welfare. 

Dr. Cant. Indeed I mean your cordial service. 

T^dy iMmb. I dare say you do : you are above ( 
low momentary views of this world. 

Dr. Cant. Why, I should be so; and yet, alasl 
find this mortal plothing of my soul is made I 
other men's, of sensual flesh and blood, and has 
frailties. 

Lady Lamb, We all have those, but yours are « 
COrre^^d by your divine and virtuous contemplatic 
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CaiU. Alaiy VMdaniy my hetrl i$ not of ttose : 
r resist, call «U my pniyert» my ftsdngs, teurt 
snanceto my aid; but yet, I am not an angel | 
(till but a man \ and irirtue may atrivc^ but na* 
rill be uppermost. I love you then, mwiam* 
f Lamk. Hold, sir. << You*ve laid enough to 

you in my power.*' Suppose I now thould let 

isband, your bene&^r> know the fiivoor you 

ilum? 

. Gntf • You caiinot be so cruel. 

ly Ltmk* Nor will, on thb condition s that in* 

^ yott renounce all claim and title to Charlotte^ 

lae your utmost interest with Sir John, to give 

rith hfcr full fortune, to Mr. Damley. 

EnUf CoioneitoiMUEKr. 
. Lam5, Villain, monsjter, perfidious and un- 
ul traitor! Your hypocrisy, your false seal is 
rercd : and I am sent here by the hand of in- 
. Heaven, to lay yoii open to my father, and ex^ 
(ou to the world. 
.Cant. Hal 

iyhornhn O, unthinking colonel I 
. LanA. Well, sir, what have you to say for youN 

. CanU I have nothing to say to you, colonel, nor 
lu-p-^^but you shall have my prayers. 
, Lmb, Why, you profligate hypocrite, do yoU 
to carry off your villany with that sanflified 

Fij 
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Dr* CsttL 1 know not what you mcdfi, ^r. 
been in diseour^ here witli my good ladyi bf 

t»ti of yo^ir worthy father* 
W. /^«l, Dogp did my father desire you 
v< to my bdy I 
Br* Cant* CM me not dog, colonel : I ho|i 
Mti broihtfr christians. VeSj I will owtt 
iv^e to talk f« her of love i fori aUtp t am bil 
yet it tny pass^ion For your dt^r sifter, which 

I controiil, be sitifiil 

^^ lady LamS. Yoitr noiie , J perceive, U brk 
^^Blr |oUti I mznAgc with him as yott wilt at | 
^^H wiU v^ UMmiA% for t have au aRtr^gsime 
^^Hhich may yet put this wretch effefliiaily 
^^ power. 

^^L, £mtr Sir JoHK LaudtftT^ 

^^* Sir J* lemh. What uproar is thtsf 
i Cci, Lmm^. Nothings sir, nothing; only a ij 

[ ©f the good do^^r*! here — You are wcU rew 
your kmdJicsses ; and he would fain pay it fa 
triple intere&t to your wife : in short, sir, 1 1 
tie re tn the trery h6i of making a criminal dm 
of love to my lady* 

Dr. Grit* Why, i^ hy, Sir John, would y 

me leave your house f 1 knew some dread fd 

d be taken to drive me hence — Og be n- 

colonel 1 but indeed, and indeed, you 




Sir J, £^wi4^, Horrible, wicked creature l« 
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^- JDr. Cant. AltSy lir, I am in the dark as much a: 

<iv«/'^C>Ui but it should seem, for wliat purpose he bes 

^^lows, your son hid himself somewhere hereabouts 

^ cr^^^d while 1 was talking to my lady, rushed in upoi 

'^^— you know the subject, sir, on which I was to en< 

^ ttertain her ; aiid ** I might speak of my love for youj 

I i«s^ daughter with more warmth than, perhaps, ] 

:^^fr-^ ought ; which the colonel over-hearing," he migh 

i j^^tessibVy imagine I was addressing my lady herself 

^For I will not suspe6t^ no. Heaven forbid I I will no" 

Tr ^uspefl that he would intentionally forge a falsehooi! 

iir '^o dishonour me. 

if Sir J. Lami. Now, vile detra6lor of all virtue, ii 

K ^Vour outrageous malice confounded ?— «What he telli 

j; "S^ou is true { he was talking to my lady by my con< 

"^ent ; and what he said, he said by my orders, ■' * > 

Oood man, be not concerned, for I see through theii 

^ile design."— *— Here, thou curse of my life, i! 

thou art not lost to conscience, and all sense of ho^ 

«iour, repair the injury you have attempted, by con- 

^ fesslng your rancour, and throwing yourself at hi^ 

;];' Dr, Cant. Oh, Sir John! for my sake 1 will 

' " throw myself at the colonel's feet; nay, if that wil] 
please him, he shall tread on my neck. 
'^ Sir/. ZfljB^. What, mule, defenceless, hardened ir 
~~* thy malice ? 

' *" Col. Lamb, I sCorn the imputation, sir ; and will 

tlic same repeated honesty avow, however ciinninglj 

^^, hr may have devised this gloss, that you arp de 
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ceivcd. ' . What I uW y<3u, Hvt It tml 

eye** these ear?, were witneisses of his audit 
wirhout the mention of my sister's nai«d 
plain ly> grM*sly tetiding to abuse the hondf 
bed* 

Sir J. Lamh, Villain^ this instant leave ni| 
h&ufte, my family, for ever I ** Wife, ch3 
** vants, are a) I kiijitied agitfn$C this pi^ilf 
'* think tu weary me by groundless clamol 
** card hirn ; but all shall not do. Your i 
** on your own wkkcd heads | to me it bul 
•* endears him. ' 

'* Cei iMmh^ Doflorf you huve triamphei 
<* Sir 3* Lamb. Wretch, leave my houae^ 
Bf' Cant* Hold| good Sir John; I am 
vcred from my surprise; let me then btt 
mediator on luy account ^ this must q 
^rant \k possible, your son loves me 114 
must grajit ii too as possible, he might if 
to accuse me rheri, wa^ but the error ofl 
you aught to love iiim, thank him for % 
care, 

** Sir J. Lamh. O miracle of charity 1 
" Dr, Cant, Come, come i such breachi 
*' be betwixt so good a son and father j | 
*• give, embrace him, cherish him, and I4 
^^ the hour I w^is the occasion of %q sweet | 
I* menii'* J 

Sir 3* LumA, Hear ihis, perverse and ff 
Oh, cQ^i4st thouwron^ &ucb more than mo 
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!• LamB* Wrong him I the hardened impudence 

is painted charity-—— 

• /. Lami. Peace» graceless infidel I 

. Lamb. No, sir ; though I would haaard life to 

^ou from the clutches of that wretch, could die 

:oncile my duty to your favour; yet, on the terms 

illany offers, it is merit to refuse it^— -<< I glory 

the disgrace your errors give me'*— —but^ sir, 

rouble you no more } to-day is his, to-morrow 

be mine. [£xt^« 

rj, Lamk. Come, my friend | we'll go this instant, 

(ign the settlement. 

Dr. CmU. Sir, I now attend you, and take it 

ihout scruple : yes, you shall, since it is your good 

;asure, make this settlement in my favour* 

Sir 7. Lamb. I will, doftor, I will|" for that 

ch ought to be punished, who, I now see, b in- 

gible, and given over to perdition. 

-. CanU And do you think I take your estate with 

views ?— No, sir — I receive it that I may have 

pportunity to rouse his mind to virtue, by shew- 

lim an instance of the forgiveness of injuries ;— 

-eturn of good for evil. 

r J* Lamb, O, my dear friend, my stay, and my 

e I I am ]m[>atient till the affair is concluded. 

'. Cam. The will of Heaven be done in all things. 

Sir Jf. Lamb. Poor dear man I — [Turning to where 

\ Colonel went .^ff.'\ — Oh, reprobate, profligate, 

rdened wretch, to use in this manner a person of 

\ sanctity r* [Exeunt. 
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A Parionr in Sir John Lambeiit*j ffm 
Charlotte tf»^SEYWARD» 

You were a witneMj thtn ? 

Sfyttf. I s:iw it Bigned, sealed, and ddlve 
dam* 

C^ar/t And alt passed wilhoul th« l^tt *ti 

S^m, Sir J oil n signed it with such earn^irj 
the doctor received it with such a setming rel 
I tint neither had the curioiiry to examine ilk 

CAhtL Well, Mr, Seywiifd, whether it stu 
oiir ends or not, we Imvc still the same obli| 
ymt. * ■- ^ Vou ^w with what a friendly wt 
brother heard your story; and I don't In 
doubt ht£ beinf^ able to do aomethiug for yo 

S^K/i Wliat J liave done, my duty boutu 
but pray» madams give tue lea^e, without « 
ai^k y<m one innoceiU i^ucstion. ^| 

a^ir/. Freely, ^ 

Sryw. Hav^e you never su spewed, thai tn 9 
fair^ I have liad some secret stronger mo 
barely duty J 

CkurL Yes* ^— But have you been in i 
heusTons I should discover that motive } 

Strj^* Pf^yt pafdou me v I sue already 1 1\ 



i 



f/F. THlHYPOCftrTB. t§ 

CkarL Not at qU ; it Soscs yow no mcttt nfc ar | 
Inor Is it in my nature to tiae any one tU thil Impm sk, 
tuiless 1 loved that one again : tha^ io^eedv thcfe 
tnighl be danger. Come, don't ioolc gT»f« ; Wf »- 
[cUnations to another shall not hinder ide fotfmg rraf 
what's due to their merit t ! iliaI1| chefelbfi^ aU 

think tny^self obliged to trot ; 

your modesty with the utmost i 

St;fw, Dear madarOj mad as I im^V tieit^r hcfcd bf 

ixiore. 

^Citfr/* Then IMl give you a grcar dei! fO«K*s «ad » 

^Kw yoa tny pajtkular g05d opinion of yoo, n 4o 

wk ^ favour, Mr^ Sryward, I ocvtr did any fOBMi 

I was born : Til be sincere with yott. 

1% It then possible you can tiivc loiPed 1 
fcr, 10 vrhom yoti ncf er were sincete f 
tim-L AlaSj you arc but i novice In the i 

crity is I dangerous virtue, and oftm luifeics 

■I it ought to nouri!,h. Therefore I t^ wuoft 

I malce the man 1 love believe I ittght Imb, 

rpossible, I would (o convince joo of jiay «- 

friendship, —^Nay, I'll do more Hilli 

f ihr» jeu aJl the good nature you can dctire; yo«J 

^liall iMke what !ovc lo me you pfra^; but then HI 

■■tft foti ihecnti&fquriiec : 1 ihall certainly be pleavd 

^ph it, and that will flatter you rill 1 do you a miU 

dikL Now do you think me iincerc t 
^^fi9i». i scarce consider thai; but I'm turi you ait 

^^CUri, Wby^ took you there, oow j do you coiuldcr, 



that a woman h;id Ai lief be thought agrteabki 
handsome f :in<i how can you suppose, from one 1 
your sense, th^it I Am nctt [^leased with being tcldi 

Seyw* Was ever temper so cnehaming I — YoyrgJl 
opinion IS all I aim ^U * 

C^rL Ay, but the more 1 give it you, the b«i 
youUJ think of me sci)); and then I must think A 
better of you again i and then yuu the better of 
upon that too ; ii»d ao at bst I shaU think seriod 
tind youHi begin to think ill of me. But I hope, J 
§ey ward, your good sense will prevent all this. 

S^w. f see my fully, madam, and bJush at my p 
sumption* Madam, I humbly take iny leave* fij 

O^r/, Well, he's a pretty young feUow aftet i 
and tiic very fir^t sure that ever heard reason aga 
himself wilh so good an understanding.^— ^-^Lc 
how one may live and learn I — I could not have 
lieved that modesty in a young fellovr could li 
been so amiable. And though I o^rn tliere is, I kt 
not whatj of dear delight in indulging onc*iW 
with them, yet, upon serious refleftlonj wc muitC 
fess, that t nit h and since rity have a thousand ch> 
beyond it. I believe 1 had as good confess ail 
10 Darnleyp and c*en make up the hustle with 
too : but then he ^viU bo lease one for initano 

real inclination^- O pdt 1 can n't bcai 

thought on't ! and yet we must come together fi 
Well, Nature knows ihe way, to l>e sure, and 
c*€n trust to her for U- 
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Enter Lady Lamb£&t« 
-^4ufy Lamb. Dear Charlotte, what will become of 
^ 1— The tyranny of this subtle hypocrite is insup- 
E^rfable. He has so fortified Mniself in Sir John's 
Knion, by this last iniscondii6l.of your brother, that 
%^gin to lose my usual power with htm. 
CMarL Pray explain, madam* 

JLady Lamb, In spite of ail 1 could urge, he has 
Onsented that the do6ior shall thii minute come, and 
^^ his own advocate with you* 

OkatL I'm glad on't; for the beast must come like 
^ bear to the stake. I'm sure he knows I shall but 
lim. 

Lady Lqmb* No iDatter for that } he pi^esses it, to 
teep Sir John still blind to his wicked designs upon 

>nc- Therefore I am come to give you notice, that 

rou might be prepared to receive him* 

CJiarL I'm obliged to your ladyship. Our meeting 
pvill be a tender scene, no doubt on't. 

Lady Lamb. But I think I hear the do^or coming 
up stairs. My dear girl, at siny rate keep your tern* 
|)er. 1 shall expert you in my dressing-room, to tell 
tne the particulars of your condu^. [Exit, 

CharL He must have a great deal of impudence, to 
icome in this manner. to me. 

Lfaer DoSor CAVTWiLht and Betty introducing Aim. 
Betty. Do6tor Cantwell desires to be adisk\\x^4^\ecdc- 
dam. 
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CkafL Let him come in. Your f er^anl, 

Give us chairsi Betty, and l^ave thr 

IJctry*]— Sir* there's a seat* What can the uj 

cur iny to me 1 — he seems a Little puzzled* • 

JDr. CanL Look ye, yotiug lady, 1 am afraidpi^ 
tljUhstaftding your good father's favour, I am tiC^i 
^an you would desire to be alone wnli upoti thii i 

Ckari. Your modesty is pleased to be in the rtgb 

Dr* Ciim. I'm afraid too, iiotwithBlanding all 

endeavours lo the contraryi that you emeriamapn 

bad opinion of me* 

OmrL A worse^ str, of no mortal breathingl 

Dr. CanL Which opinion is immoveable. ^M 

CA^rL No rock so firm 1 ^M 

Dr* Csnt. I am afraid then, it will be a vain | 

suit when J solicit you, in compliance with my wof 

friend's desire^ and my own incUnationSp to beet 

my partner in that blessed estate, in which wepui^ 

a comfort and support to each other 

CharL I would die rather than consent to l\ 

Dr* Cant. In other words, you hate me 

CkatL Most transcendently I 

Dr^ Cant. Well, there is sincerity, at least, m 

confession ; you arc not, 1 see, totally deprives 

all virtue; though, t must say, I uever could i{ 

ceive in you bvit very little* ^ 

Chart. Oh, fyt you Matter me 1 fl 

l>r^ Cant. No i I speak it with sorrow, bed 
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are the daughter of my best friend. But how 
we to proceed now } are we to preserve temper J 
Sfttfr/. Oh 1 never fear me, sir; I shall not fly out, 
ig convinced that nothing give^ so sharp a point 
>ne'8 aversion as good breeding ; as^ on the con- 
ry^ ill manners often hide a secret inclination. 
!)r. Cant, Well then, young lady, be assured, so 
am I from the unchristian disposition of returning 
uries, that your antipathy to me causes no hatred 
my soul towards you ; on the contrary^ I would 
Uingly make you happy, if it may be done ac- 
rding to my conscience, with the interest of Heaven 
view. 

CkarL Why, I cann't see, sir, how Heaven can be 
r way concerned in a transaction between you 
i me. 

Dr, CanL When you marry any other person, my 
isent is necessary. 

Ckari, So I hear, indeed I*— —but pray, do^or, 
N could your modesty receive so insolent a power, 
:hout putting my poor father out of countenance 
th your blushes i 
Dr, Cant. I sought it not ; but he would crowd it 

among other obligations. He is good-natured $ 
d I foresaw it might serve to pious purposes. 
CAarL I don*t understand you. 
Dr. Cant* I take it for granted that you would 
irry Mr. Darnley* Am I right } 
Charl. Once in your life perhaps you may. 
Q 
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I}r, Csnt^ Nay, ht »s be plain. Would y^^^. 

tkim t 

CkaH^ You're mighty nice, methtuks.* — if^ 

^. Citf- ThcTi I will Mt consent. 
CkarL Yoii *von*t t 

Df, Cant, My consdemc will not suffer mf. 
Ilhoiv yt>u to be both luxurioiuand mor]dly*m\ 
lind you would squander upon ihc vanities of I 
orld those treaitire^ which ought to be better^ 
lit. 

Cisri. Huml—'l believe 1 begin toconrciVe yi 
Dr* Cani* Jf you can Ihink ot any projei5l to satii 
my conscience, I am traflablc. You know there is 
|»Con*^der:tble moiety of your fortune whkh goci 1 ^^^ 
niy lady in cuse of our disagreement. 

CiarL That's enough* sin^You think we sbCHlli 
ijivc a felJovv-feehisg in it. At what sum do you frt 
r concurrence to my Inclinations I ihmt settletf, 1 
,m witling to strike the bargain* 
Pr. Cuftt. Whjit do you think of half ? 
Ckari. Mow I two thmiaand pounds t 
Br* Cant, Why, yoiv know you gain two thousand, 
lOUfids i nnd really the sei?erity of the times for tli 
oorp and my own stinted pittance, which crtaf 
y charities, will nut suffer me to require less* 
Ckmh But how is my father to be brought *^ 
this * 
J}n Canu Leave that tG Wj TOSk^\a|pment 
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Jd -?• f^harl. And what security do you expert for the 

^oney ? 
g^,* -^r. Cant, Oh ! Mr. Darnley is wealthy : when 1 
^•^liver ny consent in writingi he shall lay it down tc 
•^e in bank bills. 

QharL Pretty good security I -«-^««Qn one proviso 
ir %Ough. 

^ _(». Z)r« CanU Name it. 

::^ . CharL That you immediately tell my father that 

3gjif Ou are willing to give up your interest to Mr. Darnley, 

Dvm Cant. Hum I — stay — I agree to it ; but in the 

^. . ^^ean timei let me warn you, child, not to expe6t to 

ar^^Um that, or what has now passed between us, to my 

op^'onfusion, by sinister construction, or evil repre- 

e^^^entation to your father. J am satisfied of the piety 

^f my own intentions, and care not what the wicked 

^ . think of them ; but force me not to take advantage 

of Sir John's good opinion of me, in order to shield 

iiiyself from the consequences of your malice. 

CharL Oh 1 I shall not stand in my own light : I 
know your conscience and your power too well, dear 
<ioaor I 

Dr, Cant, Well, let your interest sway you. Thank 
heaven, I am aftuated by more worthy motives, 
CharL No doubt on't. 
Dr. Cant. Farewell, and think me your friend. 

[Exit. 

Enter Colonel Lambert. 
CharL What this fellow's origina\Nva%^ \Va\^v< wqX 
Gij 
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bu( by hU conscience and cunning he wault^ ^^.^ 

ImdmkMt Jesuit. 
^ C&i. Umk CKiirlotte r 
Chari^ Vot! mi»y come in- Wei If I hope yoiitii 
Hie a good account of the do£tor, — What succf^s^ 
^ C&i, ItmS, All I could wish I — Seyward l^r>^i'' 
to strong and so fair a detail of \m fraud* and 
lanics of every kind, fhat my Lord Chief J' 
wade not ihe lea$t hesitation to grant his wai 
tnd I have a tipstaff at the mxt doar» when 1 
the word to take liitn, 
CAarL Why should you not do it immediafcly ? 
Cp/, Lam&, Have a httic patience ; I hfivc a fart 
design in my hcad.-^— Btitpray, sister, what secret'i 

»thts that you have yet behind, in those wrmngs iV 
Eeyward brought you ? 
CkmrL Oh I that's H hat ] cann*t tell you, ^B^l 
by the way^ what have yon done with Darnley i it^ 
is not he here ? 
^- Gfl, lamS, He has been here; but you musteic 
^P cusc him^— 1 told him how anxious yoti were ^bc>ul 
^^ Sey ward's affair, and he has taken him witJi hlm^ io 
r his own coach, to the Attorney General's, 
^ft Ckuri, Well, 1 own he hasgaiincd upon mebytliisi 
^" Col. lamK I am ghd to hear that at last. Buti 
must go and let my lady know what progress we hit* 
tnade in the doflor^g business j because [ have som^r 
. tinng particular to say to her. [£A 

m^ £n£er Smiatit« 

&rr* Madam, Mr^D^tftk^. 
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ACT?: SCtNEl. 



Parlour in Sir John Lambi&t'i H(msitt Enter 
Darnl£y and Charlotte. 

CharlotU. 
7T reallyi will you stand to the agreement though. 
It I have made with the do6tor I 
Darn. Why not } you shall not break your word 
on my account, though he might be a villain you 
re it to. 

CAarL Well» I take it as a compHmeAt ; not but I 
re tome hopes of getting over ft, and justly too ; 
t don't let me tell you now, I love to surpris e 
nigh you shall know all, if you desire it. 
Dam, No, Charlotte ; I don't want the secret : I 
1 satisfied in your inclination to trust me. 
^arl. Well then, PlUkeep the secret, only to 
:w you that you may, upon occasion, trust me witli 
e. 

Bam. But pray, has the doctor yet given you any 
9of of his having declined his interest to your fa- 

%arL Yes ; he told me just now he had brought 
k to pause upon it, and does not question in two 
s to complete it ; but desires, in the mean time, 
I will be ready and punflual with the premium. 
Dam. Suppose I should talk with S\x ^o\vtvm>j^€s!l\ 
75 true he has slighted rac of late. 
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CkarL Ko matter—Here he comes — This inayi 
another ^etie of afltoi to tliat 1 belkve my hml 
preparing for. 

£nttr Sir JOHH itnd lady Lambert* 

Sir J. L&mb, Mr* Danilcyi 1 znt glad I havt 
you here* 

D^m, 1 have endeuvoured twice to*day, sir, to|i 
»iy respects to yoti* 

Sir. J. Lanif* Sir, I'll be plain with you lit 

out to avoid you i but i^liere ihe welfare of a chil 
concerned J you must not take it ill if we don't 
upon ceremony — ^ How ever, since i hive reason nfl 
to be mare in temper than perhaps I was at di 
time, T shall be glad to vA\l with you. 

Darn, I take it as a favour, sir. 

Sir J. Lamb, You must aiiow, Mr. Darnleyf tfc 
conscience is the rule which every honest mta 
to walk by* 

Barnt 'Tis granted, sir. 

Sir }. I^tmif. Then give me leave to tell y^ 
that giving you my daughter would be to a^ 
that conscience I pretend to, while I thought youj 
ill-liver ; and consequently the same tic obliges wt^ 
bestuw her on a betler man 

Darn. Well but, sir, to come to the potnti^ 
pose the doctor (whom, I presume, you design 
for) a^ually consents to give me up his interest ^ 

^> J. Lamh* But NvK^ 4& ^g(^ %u^^«e, slr^ he ^ 
^ve up his Inlereui 
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-^am. I only judge Irom what your daughter tells 
^^, «ir. 

«5fr /. Lami, My daughter I 

JDarn* I appeal to her. 

C4<ir/. And I appeal even to younelf, sir Hat 

^t the do6tor just now in the garden spoke in favour 
^ Mr. Damley to you ? Nay, pray, sir, be plain j 
^bcause more depends on that than you can easily 
^lagine or believe. 

Sir J, Lamb. What senseless insinuation have you 
^«t into your head now ? 

CAart, Be so kind, sir, first to answer me, that I 
Kiay be better able to inform you. 

Sir J. LamS. Well, I own be has declined his in- 
erest in favour of Mr. Darnley ; but I must tell you, 
nadam, he did it in so modest, so friendly, so good- 
latured, so conscientious a noanner, that 1 no«v think 
nyself more than ever bound in honour to espouse 
lim. 

CAarL .But now, sir, (only for argument's sake) 
suppose I could prove that all this seeming virtue 
ivas artificial ; that his regard for Mr. Darnley was 
neither founded upon modesty, friendship, good- 
Mature, nor conscience ; or in short, that he has, like 
n villain, bartered, bargained to give me to Mr. 
Darnley for half the four thousand pounds you va- 
hied his consent at ; I say, sir, suppose this could be 
proved, where would be his virtue then } 

Sir /• LamA. It is impious to suppose it* 
H 
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Sec RES Y and the sex are proverbially disunited.— 
In the cause of gallantry however, their silence has 
been seldom disputed. Upon the single exertion of 
tha-^ prudent quality Mrs. Centlivre has built the 
present play. Whether the ladies take the implica- 
tion in the title kindly or not, their value for the in- 
genious Author may demonstrate. 

The Wonder is clearly the most entertaining play 
built upc^n the domestic Caution and irrational Jea- 
lousy, which so long marked the Spanish Chara^er. 
The chara6ler of Don Felix is in the highest degree 
natural and pleasing — His quick succession of doubts 
and tenderness — His angry departure, merely to re- 
turn more enslaved — His ready sensibility and impa- 
tience of affront — are not peculiarly national and lo- 
cal ; they are the feelings of most men in situations 
any way similar. 

The lower Charadlers of the Play are natural, and 
constrii6^ed with much knowledge of Stage EfFeft. — 
The Theatre has, perhaps, few pieces which so com- 
pletely can be considered as the freeholds of Drama- 
tic fame. 

_ 



PROLOGUE. 



Our Author fears the critics of the stage, 
JVho, like barbariansy spare nor sex nor age j 
She trembles at those censors in the pit, 
Who think good' nature shews a want of wiU 
Such malice^ Oh I what Muse can undergo it t 
To save themselves^ they always damn the poet m 
Our Author flies from such a partial jury, 
j4s wary lovers from the nymphs of Drury : 
To the few candid judges for a smile 
She humbly sues to recompense her toil ; 
To the bright circle of the fair she next 
Commits her cause, with anxious doubts ptrpUxt^ 
Where can she with suck hopes of favour kneel 
As to those judges who her frailties feel f 
A few mistakes her sex may well excuse, 
j4nd such a plea no woman should refuse ,• 
If she succeeds, a woman gains applause ; 
What female but must favour such a cause f 

Her faults whate\r they are e^en pau 'em fyi 

u^nd only on her beauties fx your eye. 
In plays, like vessels foating on the sea. 
There* s none so wise to know their destiny : 
In this, howler, iht ^xU'C \ %k\\i o,^^tars^ 
WMe by tht stars his cojutant coutit Kt Mut^ ^ 
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Rightly our Author does her judgment skew, 

Thatjbr her safety she relies on you* 

Tour approbaticny Fair Ones I cannU but move 

Those stubborn hearts which first you taught to love. 

The men must all applaud this play of ours. 

For who dare see with other eyes than yours f 
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Min. 

Don Lor IX, s grandee of Portugal, - Mr* Booth. 
Don FiLixi b'u son, in love with Vio- 1 

lante, . . . J Mr. Lewis. 

ftLZHtViiCK, a merchant, - • Mr. Macreadjr. 

Don P£DRO, father to Violante, • • Mr. Quick« 
Colonel Bkitok, a Scotsman^ - - Mr. Farren. 
Gx^BY, bis footman, » ... Mr. Fearon. 
hittARVO, footman to FtWx, • • Mr. Ryder. 

f^meH. 
Donna Viol an ti, designed for a «>"»7-- ., 

by her father, in love with Felix, 5 ^"' ^**P^ 
Donna Isabella, j/j/^/o Felix, - - Mrs. Lewis. 
In IS, her maid, .... Mrs. Mattocks. 
Floka, maid to Donna Violante, - - Mrs. Rock. 

Alguawl, attendants, servants, &c, 

ScENx, Lisbon* 
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ACTL SCENE 1. 

A Street, Enter Don Lopez meeting Frederick. 

Frederick. 
My lord, Don Lopez. 

Lop. How d'ye, Frederick? 

Fred, At your lordship's service. I am glad to 
see you look so well, my lord. I hope Antonio's out 
of danger ? 

Lop, Qaite contrary; his fever increases they 
tell me ; and the surgeons are of opinion his wound is 
mortal. 

Fred, Your son, Don Felix, is safe I hope. 

I^op. I hope so too ; but they oflFer large rewards 
to apprehend him. 

Fred, When heard your lordship from him ? 

Lop, Not since he went : I forbad him writing 
till the public news gave him an account of Antonio's 
health. Letters might be intercepted, and the place 
of his abode discovered. 

^'fred. Your caution was good, \s^ \ox^% tW V 



10 THE WONDER AQl. 

Lop, Is a husband of twenty thousand crowns , 
a year no consideration ? Now 1 think it a very good < 
consideration. I 

Fred, One way, my lord. But wliat will the world I 
say of such a match ? I 

Lcp, Sir,l value not the world a button. ! 

Fred, I cannot think your daughter can have any 
inclination for such a husband. 

D. Lop. There, I believe, you are pretty much in 
the right, though it is a secret which I never had the 
curiosity to enquire into, nor I believe ever shall.— 
Inclination, quotha I Parents would have a fine time 
on*t if they consulted their children's inclinations! 
** I'll venture you a wager, that in all the garrison 
*' towns in Spain and Portugal during the late war, 
'' there was not three women who have not liadan 
** inclination for ever officer in the whole army ; doo 
** it therefore follow that their fathers ought to pimp 
«< for them V No, no, sir, it is not a father's business 
to follow his children's inclinations till he makes him* 
self a beggar. 

Fred, But this is of another nature, my lord. 

Lop, Look ye, sir, I resolve she shall marry 
Don Guzman the moment he arrives. Though 1 
could not govern my son, I will my daughter, I 
assure you. 

Fred, This match, my lord, is more preposterous 
than that which you proposed to your son, from whence 
arose this fatal quarrel. — Don Antonio's sister, Elvira, 
wanted beauty only,bulGuxtftax\.tN«>i >^va%>a>ax — • 



\L A WOMAH KBCPS A SECRET. It 

top. Money — and that will purchase every thiiig ; 
id so adieu. [Exitm 

Fred. Monstrous t these are the resolutions which 
itroy the comforts of matrimony.— He is rich and 
ll-born; powerful arguments indeed I could I but 
1 them to the friendship of Don Felix what might 
ot hope ? But a merchant and a grandee of Spain 
: inconsistent names. — Lissardot from whence 
ne you ? 

Enter LissARDOMa riding'AaiU* 
Idss, That letter will inform you, sir. 
Fred. I hope your master's safe. 
Liss. I left. him so ; I have another to deliver which 
[uires haste. — ^Your most humble servant, sir. 

IBowing, 
Fred, To Violante, I suppose. 
Liss, The same. [Exit. 

Fred, [Reads,'\ < Dear Frederick! the two chief 
•lessings of this life, are a friend and a mistress ; 
be debarred the sight of those, is not to live. I , 
lear nothing of Antonio's death, and therefore re- 
olve to venture to thy house this evening, impatient 
o see Violante, and embrace my friend. Your*s. 

Felix. 
ay Heaven he comes undiscovered.— Ha I Colonel 
iton I 

Enter Colonel Briton in a riding-AaSit* 
Col. Frederick, I rejoice to sec thee. 
Jre^. What brought you to LV&boii) cq\oiv^X 
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Col, La fofiune de ia g^trre^ as t]>c French say, I 
litvc commandcfd these three last years in Spain, but 
my country has thought fit xq strike np a peace* and 
^ive us good Protestants te:ive to hQpe for chmtian 
burial I so I resolved to take Lisbon in my way 
home, 

frtd. If you are not provided of a lodging, colonel, 
pray command my house while you stay. 

C^L if I were sure I should iiof be troubleiiome f 
would accept your ofler, Frederick* 

Frtd* So far from trouble, colonel, I ihall take itai 
a particular favour* What have we here } 

Ccl. My footman ; this is our country dresSf you 
must know, which for the honour of Scotland 1 make 
all my servant* wear. 

Enter Gib bit in a liighiand drtss^ 
Oik What mun I de with the horsea, ^nd Mke ytt 
honour! They will tack cald gin they stand in the 
causeway. 

, frrd. Oh, Vn take care of them. What, hoal 
Vasquez 1 

IEnterVA$QVtt.M 
Put those horses which that honest fellow will shew 
;you into my stable, do you hear, and feed them 
well. 
Fflj* Yes, sir.^^-Sir, by my master's orders, I am, 
sitf yoi\r most obsequious humble servant. Be pleas- 
^ed to Jcad the way. 



I 
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Gib. 'Sbleed I gang your gate, sir, and I sail follow 
ye. Ise tee hungry to feed on compliments. [Exit. 

Fred. Ha, hal a comical fellow.— Well, how do 
you like our country, colonel ? 

CoL Why faith, Frederick, a man might pass his 
time agreeably enough within side of a nunnery; but 
to behold such troops of soft, plump, tender, melting, 
wishing, nay, willing girls too, thro' a damn'd grate, 
gives us Britons strong temptations to plunder. Ah, 
Frederick I your priests are wicked rogues ; they im- 
mure Beauty for their own proper use, and shew it 
only to the laiety to create desires and inflame ac- 
count, that they may purchase pardons at a dearer 
rate. 

FrecL I own wenching is something more difficult 
here than in England, where womens* liberties are 
subservient to their inclinations, and husbands seem ' 
of no ^;ffyMtut to take care of the children which ! 
their wives provide. 

CoL And does restraint get the better of inclina- 
tion with your women here ? No, I'll be sworn not 
even in fourscore. Don't I know the constitution of 
the Spanish ladies ? 

Fred. And of all the ladies where you come, colo- 
nel ; you were ever a man of gallantry. 

CoL Ah, Frederkk 1 the kirk half starves us Scots- 
men. We are kept so sharp at home that we feed 
like cannibals abroad. Hark ye, hast thou never a 
pretty acquaintance now that thou Yio\j\Asx t^^xix*^ 
over to a friend for half an YiouT» Vva^ 

^red. Faith, colonel, 1 am xYiCYiox^x.Y^w^'^'^'^'^" 
B 
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tendom; you had bettCT trust to your own luck: t?;cr 
women wHi soon 6nd you out, I warrant you* 

CW. Ay, but it is dangerous foraging in an enemy's 
country ; and since I have some hopes of seeing my 
own again, I had rather purchase my pleasure than 
run the baz<ird of a stiirtto in my guts. << Egad, I 
<< think I must e'en marry, and sacrifice my body 
*• for the good of my soul." Wilt thou recommend 
ne to a wife then, one that is willing to exchange her 
moidores for English liberty? ha, friend? 

Frtd, She must be very handsome, I suppose. 

CoL The handsomer the better but be sure she 

has a nose«. 

Frtd, Ay, ay, and some gold. 

CoL Oh, very much gold ; I shall nerer be able to 
swallow the matrimonial pill if it be not w)ell gilded. 

Frtd. Puh 1 beauty will make it slide down nimbly. 

Col, At first perhaps it may; but tbe ftcond or 
third dose will choke me. — I confess, Prederick, wo* 
men are the prettiest playthings in nature ; but gold, 
substantial gold 1 gives 'em the air, the mien, the 
shape, tbe grace, and beauty of a goddess. 

Frtd. And has not gold the same divinity in their 
eyes, colonel ? 

CoL Too often—" Money is the very god of mar- 
" riage ; the poets dress him in a saffron robe, by 
" which they figure out the golden deity, and his 
" lighted torch blazons those mighty charms which 
'' encourage us to \iit ut\det h\% bMw«r.** 
Mn^ marry riawfor Umt^ no, tK(il*» ajwt: 
TAe self. same bargain jcrw/or loift ^"^ ^^^ 
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Fnd, You are always gay, colonel. Come, shall 
we take a refreshing glass at my house, and consider 
what has been said ? 

Col. I have two or tliree compliments to discharge 
for some friends, and then I shall wait on you with 
pleasure. Where do you live ? 

Fred, At yon' corner-house with the green rails. 

Col. In the close of the evening I will endeavour 
to kiss your hand. Adieu. [Exit, 

Fred. I shall expe6t you with impatience. {Exit, 

SCENE 11. 



A Room in Don LoPEz*^ Hotise^ Enter Isabella and 
lm% her Maid. 

Inis. For goodness sake, madam, where are you 
going in this pet ? 

Isab. Any where to ayoid matrimony^ The thoughts 
of a husband is as terrible to me as ilie sight of a hob- 
goblin. 

Inis. Ay, of an olihusband : but if you may choose 
for yourself, I fancy matrimony would be no such 
frightful thing to you. 

Isab. You are pretty much in the right, Inis : but 
to be forced into the arms of an idiot, " a sneaking, 
<* snivelling, drivelling, avaricious fool P' who has 
neither person to please the eye, sense to charm the 
car, nor generosity to supply those defers. Ah, 
Inis! what pleasant lives women lead in England, 
where duty wears no fetter bu\.\tic\\YvaX\ovL\ 'W^^^'^^.- 
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torn of our country enslaves us from our very cradles, 
first to our parents, next to our husbands, and when 
Heaven is so kind to rid us of both these, our bro- 
thers still usurp authority, and expert a blind obe- 
dience from us ; so that maids, wives, or widows, 
we are little better than slaves to the tyrant, man. 
Therefore, to avoid their power, I resolve to cast 
myself into a monastery. 

Inis, That is, youMl cut your own throat to avoid 
another's doing it for you. Ah, madam, those eyes 
tell me you have no nun's flesh about you. A mo- 
nastery, quotha 1 — where you'll wish yourself into the 
green-sickness in a month. 

IsaS. What care I ? there will be no man to plague 
me. 

Jnts» No ; nor, what's much worse, to please you, 
neither — Odslife, madam, you are the first woman 
that ever despaired in a Chris|yin country— -^ Were I 
in your place 

Isa6, Why, what would your wisdom do if you 
were ? 

Ints. Vd embark with the first fair wind with all 
my jewels, and seek my fortune on t'other side the 
water : no shore can treat you worse than your own. 
There^s ne'er a father in Christendom should make 
me marry any man against my will. 

half. I am too great a coward to follow your ad- 
vice. I must contrive some way to avoid Don Gua%-< 
man^ and yet stay in my own country. 
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Enter Don Lopez. - 

Lop, Must you so, mistress } but I shall take care 
to prevent you. [Aside,'] — Isabella, whither are you 
going, my child ? 

Isab, " Hal my father I**— To church, sir. 

Inis. The old rogue has certainly overheard her. 

\^Asidei 

T^. Your devotion must needs be very strong, or 
your memory very weak, my dear. Why, vespers 
are over for this night. Come, come, you shall have 
a better errand to church than to say your prayers 
there. Don Guzman is arrived in the river, and I 
expe6l him ashore to-morrow. 

J sab. Ha! to-morrow I 

Lop. He writes me word that hit estate in Holland 
is worth twelve thousand crowns a-year, which, to- 
gether with what he Mad before, will make thee the 
happiest wife in Lisbon. 

hab. And the most unhappy woman in the world* 
— Oh, sir, if I have any power in your heart, if the 
tenderness of a father be not quite extinct, hear me 
with patience. 

Lop. No objection against the marriage, and I will 
hear whatsoever thou hast to say. 

Isab, That's torturing me on the rack, and for- 
bidding me to groan. Upon my knees I claim the 
privilege of flesh and blood. {^Kmels, 

Lop, I grant it; thou shalt have an armful of 
flesh and blood to-morrow. Flc^h 3^,tvd.\Ack^^^ q^v^'Om^X 
B \\\ 
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HcEtven farbid 1 should deny thee fletli and bloody nijr 

irtfj. Here's an old dog for you, lAst^u 

hak. Do not miiitake, sir. The fatal stroke whiclu 
sepe rates soul and body is not more terrible to the 
thoughts of sinners^ than the name of Gus&man to tuf. 
earp 

Xflj&i Puh| puht you lie, you lie 

tmh. My frighted licart beats hard against my 
breast^ as tf it soti|^fit a pas&age to your feetj to beg, 
you*d change your purpose* 

L&p, A very pretty speech, fliia j if it were turned 
into blank ver^e, it would serve for a tragedy* Why 
thou hast in ore wit than 1 thought thou hddst, child* 
1 fancy this was all extejn//erti I don^t believe thou 
didst ever think one word on't before* 

hii* Yes, but she has, tiiy lord j for I ha\re heard 
ber say the same tilings a lhoii|^nd times. ' 

Ijjp» How, howi — What, do you top your second* 
hand jests upon your father, hussy, who knows better 
what*s good for you than you do yourself I Rcmeni- 
ber 'tb your duty to obey, 

7j^£. [^tii>Jg-} I never disobeyed before^ and I 
wish I had not reason now ; but nature hatli got tlie 
better of my duty, and makes mc loathe the harsh 
commands you lay. 

Lt^t, H(i, hal very fine 1 ha, ha I 

Jsah* Death it^lf would be more welcome 

Lcj>. Are you sure of that f 
isab* I am your ^axv^\Vt:T^to?i\^t^>'*:^^^"*Kv\w(ast 
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as strong a resolution as yourself. I'll die before 1*11 
marry Guzman. ^ 

Lop. Say you so? I'll try that presently. [Draws.'\ 
Here, let me sec with what dexterity you can breathe 
a vein now. [Offers her his sword,] The point is pretty 
sharp — 'twill do your business, I warrant you. 

Inis, Bless me, sir I What, do you mean to put a 
sword into the hands of a desperate woman i 

Lop, Desperate i ha, ha, ha I you see how despe- 
rate she is. What, art thou frighted, little Bell i ha I 

Isa6. I conf^ I am startled at your morals, sir. 

Lop. Ay, ay, child, thou hadst better take the 
man ; he*ll hurt thee the least of the two. 

Isab. I shall take neither, sir: Death has many I 
doors ; and when I can live no longer with pleasure, 
I shall find one to let him in at without your aid. 

Lop. Say'st ihou Iso, my dear Bell? Ods, I'm 
afraid thou art a little lunatic, Bell. I must take 
care of thee, child. [Takes hold of her^ and pulls out of 
his pocket a key."] 1 shall make bold to secure thee, my 
dear; Til see if locks and bars can keep thee till 
Guzman come. Go, get into your chamber : 
There r II your boasted resolution try^ 
And see whoUl get the better ^ you or I, 

[Pushes her in, and locks the door» 
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ACT II. SCENE I. 



A Room in Don Pedro'i House. Enter Donna Vio* 
L A N T I reading a Letter^ and Flora following* 

Flora. 
What, roust that letter be read again } 

F'io. Yes, and again, and again, and again, a thou* 
sand times again ; a letter from a f^ithful lover can 
ne'er be read too often ; it speaks such kind, such 
soft, such tender things [Kisses it. 

Flo, But always the same language. 

F'io. It docs not charm the less for that. 

Flo. In my opinion, nothing charms that does not 
change : and any composition of the four-and- 
twenty letters, after the first essay, from the same 
hand, must be dull, except a bank-note or a bill of 
exchange. 

f^io. Thy taste is my aversion. [Reads.] — * My 

all that's churming, since life's not life, exil'd from 
thee, this night shall bring me to thy arms. Fre- 
derick and thee are all I trust. These six weeks' ab- 
sence has been in love's account six hundred years. 
When it is dark, expeft the wonted signal at thy win- 
dow : till when, adieu. Thine, more than his own, 

Felix.' 

Flo, Who would not have said as much to a lady of 
her beauty, and twcux^j vYiOM^vci^ ^o>^^4^l ^Were 
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I a man, methinks I could have said a hundred finer 
things. ^ 

Vio. What would you have said? 

Flo, I would have compared your eyes to the stars, 
your teeth to ivory, your lips to coral, your neck to 
alabaster, your shape to 

Vio* No more of your bombast; truth is the best 

eloquence in a lover. 'What proof remains un- 

given of his love ? When his father threatened to dis- 
inherit him for refusing Don Antonio's sister, from 
whence sprung this unhappy quarrel, did it shake his 
love for me? and now, though strict inquiry runs 
through every place, with large rewards to apprehend 
him, does he not venture all for me ? 

Flo, But you know, madam, your father Don Pe- 
dro designs you for a nun — to be sure, you look very like 
a nun I — and says your grandfather left you your for- 
tune upon thstt condition. 

Vio, Not without my approbation, girl, when I 
come to one-and^tvt'cnty, as I am informed. But, 
however, I shall run the risk of that. Go, call in 
Lissardo. 

Flo, Yes, madam. Now for a thousand verbal 
questions. \Exit, and re-enter with Lissardo. 

Vio, Well, and how do you do, Lissardo ? 

Liss, Ah, very weary, madam.— 'Faith, thou 
look'st wondrous pretty. Flora. [Aside to Flora. 

Fio, How came you ? 

Liss, £n chevalier, madam, upon a hackney jade, 
which they told me formerly btlou^t^xo ^t^'E.xNJ^^fc^ 
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colonel ; but I should hiive rather thought she had 
#een bred a good Roman catholic all her lifetime — 
for she downM on her knees to every stock and stone 
we came along by.- My chops water for a kiss, 

they do, Flora. [Aside to Flora. 

F/o» Vou*d make one believe you are wondrous 
fond now, 

yio. Where did you leave your master ? 

Liss. Od, if 1 had you alone, housewife, I*d shew 
you how fond I could be I Aside to Flora. 

Vio. Hhere did you Uave your master ? 

Liss. At. a little farm-house, madam, about five 
miles off. lieli be at Don Frederick's in the eveo- 
ing— Od, I Will so revenge myself of those lips of 
thine. [73 Flora. 

yio. Is he in health } 

Flo. Oh, you counferfeit wondrous well. 

[To Lissardo. 

Liss, No ; every body knows 1 counterfeit very ill. 

[To Flora. 

Vio. How say you ? Is Felix ill ? What's his dis- 
temper ? hal 

Liss. A pies on't, 1 hate to be interrupted.-*— 
Love, madam, love— —In short, madam, I believe 
he has thought of nothing but your ladyship ever 
since he left Li;ibon. I am sure he could not, if I 
may judge of his heart by my own. 

[Looking lomngly upon Flora. 

Vio. How came you so well acquainted with your 
njaster's thoughts, li^ax^oX . 
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Liss» By an infallible rule, madam ; words are th» 
piftiires of the mind, you know : now, to prove he 
thinks of nothing but you, he talks of nothing but 
you. — For example, madam, coming from shooting 
t'other day with a brace of partridges, Lissardo, said 
he, go bid the cook roast me these Violantes.^— I 
flew into the kitchen full of thoughts of thee, cry'd, 
Here, cook, roast me these Floras. [To Flora. 

^ Flo. Ha, ha, excellent! — You mimic your master 
then, it seems. 

Liss, I can do every thing as well as ijiy master, 
you little rogue. — Another time, madam, the priest 
came to make him a visit, he called out hastily, Lis- 
sardo, said he, bring a Violante for ray fj^ther to sit 
down on. Then he often mistook my name, ma- 
dam, and called me Violante: In short, I heard it 
so often, that it became as familiar to me as my 
prayers. 

Vio* You live very merrily then, it seems. 

Liss. Oh ! exceeding merry, madam. 

[Kisses Flora's hand' 

Vio. Ha! exceeding merry : had you treats and 
balls? 

Liss. Oh ! yes, yes, madam, several. 

Flo. You are mad, Lissardo, you don't mind what 
iDv lady says to you. [Asidt to Lissardo. 

Via, Ha ! balls — Is he so merry in my absence ? 
And did your master dance, Lissardo ? 

LJss. Dance, madam ! where, madara.^ 

l^io. Why, at those balls you speak o?. 
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Liss, Balls 1 what balls, madam } 

Vio. Why» sure you are in love, Lissardo ; did not 
you say, but now^ you had balls where you have 
been i 

Liss. Balls, madam 1 Odslife, I ask your pardon, 
madam I I, I, I, had mislaid some wash-balls of my 
master's t'other day ;' and because I could not think 
where I had laid them, just when he ask'd for them, 
he very fairly broke my head, madam ; and now, it \ 
seems, I can think of nothing else. Alas ! he dance, 
madam 1 No, no, poor gentleman ! he is as melan- 
choly as an unbraced drum. 

f^to. Poor Felix I Thete, wear that ring for your 
master's sake, and let him know I shall be ready to 
receive him. \^Exit Violante. 

Liss. I shall, madam. [Puts on tke ring.l Me- 

thinks a diamond ring is a vast addition to the little 
finger of a gentleman. [Admiring ^is kand, 

Flo. That ring must be mine. Well, Lissardo, 

what haste you make to pay off arrears now ? Look 
how the fellow stands I 

Liss. Egad, methinks I have a very pretty hand— 

and very white — and the shape I Faith, I never 

minded it so much before — In my opinion it is a very 

fine shaped hand and becomes a diamond ring as 

well as the first grandee's in Portugal. 

Flo. The man's transported I Is this your love, 
this your impatience ? 

Ltss. [Takes snuff. '\ Now in my mind — I take snuff 
with a very jantee air >Nt\\ \ ^\a. ^«^\ia&RA.t 
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ivant nothing but a coach and a title to make me a 
very fine gentleman. IStruls about, 

Flo, Swe^t Mr. Lissardo I [Curtsying,'] if I may 
presume to speak to you without affronting your lit- 
tle finger— 

Liss, Odsoy madam, I ask your pardpn— — Is it to 
me, or to the ring— —you direft your discourse, 
madam ? 

Flo* Madam 1 Good lack 1 . how much a diamond 
ring improves one I 

Liss. Why, tho* I say it— I can carry myself at 
well as any body — But what wcr*t thou going to say, 
child ? 

Flo, Why, I was going to say that I fancy you had 
best let me keep that ring : it will be a very pretty 
wedding-ring) Lissardo, would it not } 

Ltss. Humph I ah ! But— but — but — I believe I 
slia'n't marry yet awhile. 

Flo, You sha'n*t, you say— Very well I I sup- 
pose you design that ring for Inis. 

Liss, No, no ; I never bribe an old acquamtance— 
Perhaps I might let it sparkle in the eyes of a stran- 
ger a little till we come to a right understanding— 
but then, like all other mortal things, it would return 
from whence it came. 

Flo. Insolent I— Is that your manner of dealing? 

Liss, With all but thee — Kiss me, you little rogue, 
you. [.^^gg^^g ^^^» 

Flo, Little rogue I Pr'ythec, fellow, don't be &o 
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familiar; [Pushing Aim away,'] if I mayn't keep yo 
ring, .1 can keep my kisses. 

Uss» You can, you say I Spoke with the air o 
chambermaid. 

Fh^ Replied with tlie spirit of a serving man. 

hits, .Pr'ythee, Flora, don't let you and i fall on 
I am in a merry humour, and shall certainly fall 
somewhere. 

Flo. What care I where you fall in. 

EnUr VlOLANTB. 

Vio. Why do you keep Lissardo so long, Floi 
when you don't know how soon my father m; 
awake } his afternoon naps are never long. 

Flo. Had Don Felix been with her, she would n 
have thought the time long. These ladies consici 
nobody's wants but their own. \^Asii 

Vio. Go, go, let him out, and bring a candle. 

Flo. Yes, madam. 

Liss. I fly, madam. [Exeunt Liss. and Ploi 

Vio, The day draws in, and night, the love 
friend, advances — night more welcome than the s 
to me, because it brings my love. 

Flo, [Shrieks within,] Ah, thieves, thieves I Mu 
der, murder! 

Vio.[Shrieks,] Ah! defend me. Heaven I What 
I hear? Felix is certainly pursu'd, and will 
*aken. 
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Enter Flora, running, 

Vio. How now ? why dost stare so ? Answer me 
quickly ; what's the matter ? 

Flo, Oh, madam I as I was letting out Lissardo, a 
geniieman rushed between him and I, struck down 
my candle, and is bringing a dead person in his arms 
into our house. 

T^io, Ha 1 a dead person 1 Heav*n grant it does not 
prove my Felix. 

Flo. Here they are, madam. 

Vio, ril retire till you discover the meaning of this 
accident. [^Exit, 

Enter Colonel, with Isabella in his armsy sets her 
down in a chair ^ ajid oddf esses himself to Flora. 

Col, Madam, the necessity this lady was under of 
being conveyed into some house with speed and sc- 
cresy, will, I hope, excuse any indecency I might be 
guilty of in pressing so rudely into this — i am an en- 
tire stranger to her name and circumstances — would 
I were so to her beauty too. [Aside,] I commit her, 
madam, to your care, and fly to make her retieai se- 
cure if the street be clear : permit me to return, and 
learn from her own mouth if t can be further ser- 
viceable. Pray, madam, how is the lady of this iiouse 
called ? 

Flo. Violante, signior " He is a handsome ca- 

" valier, and promises well. [^^ls{<fc» 

Cij 
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** CoL Are you she, madam ? 

*♦ Fh. Only her woman, signior.*' 

CoL Your humble servant, mistress. Pray be can 
ful of the lady.— [Gives her two moidores, and em 

FU. Two moidores 1 Well, he is a generous ft 
low. This is the only way to make one careful. *^ 
** find all countries understand the constitution of 
<< chambermaid." 

Enter Violante. 

Vio, Was you distradled, Flora, to tell my name 
a man you never saw! Unthinking wench I wl 
knows what this may turn to ?— -What, is the Uui 
dead \ Ah 1 defend me. Heaven I 'tis Isabella, sisu 
to my Felix. What has befallen her? Pray Heivc 
he's safe.— Run and fetch some cold water. — Sta^ 
stay, Flora.— —-Isabella, friend, speak to me ; 01: 
speak to me, or I shall die with apprehension. 

** Flo. See, she revives." 

hab. Oh I hold, my dearest father ; do not fo 
me, indeed I cannot love him. 

F'io, How wild she talks I— 

Isab. Ha I where am I \ 

Vio. With one as sensible of thy pain as thou 
self canst be. 

i$ab» Violante 1 what kind star preserved and 
ed me here ) 

Fio. It was a terrestrial star called a man, m; 
pny Jupiter he proves a lucky one. 
/sa6. Ob I 1 tciacmbw xiw • ^w^h^ m<e 



jia 11. A WOMAN KEEPS A SECRET. S9 

Violante! my thought ran so much upon the danger 
I escaped I forgot. 

yio. May I not know your story i 

Isab. Thou art no stranger to one part of it. I 
liave often told thee that my father designed to sacri- 
fice me to Don Guzman, who, it seems, is just re- 
tiirn'd from Holland, and expected ashore to-mor- 
row, the day that he has set to celebrate our nup- 
tials. Upon my refusing to obey him> he lock*d me 
into my chamber, vowing to keep me there till he ar- 
rived, and force me to consent. I know my father to 
be positive, never to be won from his design ; and 
having no hope left me to escape the marriage, I 
leap*d from the window into the street. 

F'io. You have not hurt yourself, I hope ? . . 

Isab, No ; a gentleman passing by by accident, 
caught me in his arms : at first, my fright made me 
apprehend it was my father, till he assured me to the 
contrary. 

Flo, He is a very fine gentleman, I promise you, 
madam, and a well-bred man I warrant him. 1 think 
1 never saw a grandee put his hand into his pocket 
with abetter air in my whole life- time; then he 
open'd his purse with such a grace, that nothing but 
his manner of presenting me with the gold could 
equal. 

Vio, " There is but one common road to the heart 
" of a servant, and 'tis impossible for a generous per- 
** son to mistake it.'*— -Go, leave us, Flora.— —But 
liow came you hither, Isabella \ 
C iij 
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Isah. I know not ; I desired the stranger to convej 
me to the next monastery, but ere I reach'd the doo; 
1 saw, or fancy'd that I saw, Lissardo, my brother*! 
man, and the thought that his master might not b< 
far off flung me into a swoon, which is all that I cai 

remember. Ha I what's here ? [Takes up a letter. 

* For Colonel Briton, to be left at the post-house ir 
Lisbon.' This must be dropt by the stranger whid 
brought me hither. 

p^io. Thou art fallen into the hands of a soldier ; 
take care he does not . lay thee under contribution, 
girl. 

Isab, I And he is a gentleman, and if he is but un- 
married, I could be content to follow him all the 
world over. — But I shall never see him more, I fear. 

[SigAs andpOMses. 
Vk, What makes you sigh, Isabella \ 
' Isab. The fear of falling into my father's clutches 
again. 
Vio, Can I be serviceable to you ? 
hab. Yes, if you conceal me two or three days. 
Vio, You command my house and secresy. 
Isab, I thank you, Violante. I wish you would 
oblige me with Mrs. Flora a while. 

P^io, I'll send her to you.— I must watch i£ ja(^he 
still asleep, or here will be no room for Felix. [£xtt. 
Isab, Well, I don't know what ails me; methinksl 
wish I could find this stranger out. 

Enter Yloibla.* 
I/O. Docs your lad^stt? YiWiX tw>m^^^tew\ 
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isab. Ay, Mrs. Flora : I resolve to make you m 
confidant. 

Flo, I shall endeavour to discharge my duty, ma- 
dam. 

hab. I doubt it not, and desire you to accept this 
as a token of my gratitude. 

Flo. Oh, dear Seniora ! I should have been your 
humble servant without a fee. 

Isab, I believe it — But to the purpose— -^Do you 
think, if you saw the gentleman which brought me 
hither you shou*d know him again \ 

Flo, From a thousand, madam ; I have an excel- 
lent memory where an handsome man is concerned. 
When he went away, he said he would return again 
immediately. I admire he comes not. 

isab. Here, did you say \ You rejoice me- 

though I'll not see him if he comes. Could nut you 
:ontrive to give him a letter ? 
Flo, With the air of a duenna- 
Isab. Not in this house — you must veil and follow 
m — He must not know it comes from me. 
Flo, What, do you take me for a novice in love 
airs ? Though I have not pra6lis'd the art since I 
^e been in Donna Violanle's service, yet I have ^. 
lost tlie theory of a chambermaid — Do you write 
letter and leave the rest to me. Here, here, 

*s pen, ink, and paper. 

•b. ril do it in a minute. [Sits down to write, 

. So I this is a business after my own heart.—- 
always takes care to rewajrd lu% Vabc^^ixci^^ %sA 
•1 

% 
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Great Britain seems to be his favourite country.- 
Oh ! I long to see the other two moidores with a 1 
tlsh air— — -Methinks there's a grace peculiar to t 
nation in making a present. 

Isab, So, I have done. Now, if he does but 
this house again 1 

Flo, If he should not — I warrant I*ll find hiff 
he's in Lisbon ; for I have a strong possession that hi 
two moidores as good as ever was told, 

[Puts the letter into her be 

Enter \iQLhHTf.. 

Vio, Flora, watch my papa ; lie's fast asleep ii 
study: if you find him stir give me notice. [G> 
taps at the window.] , Hark, I hear Felix at thev 
dom; admit him instantly, and then to your post 

[Exit F\ 

Isab. What say you, Violante? is my brother co 

yio. It is his signal at the window. 

Isab. [Kneels,'\ Oh, Violante! I conjure you b 
the love thou bear*st to Felix, by thy own gen« 
nature, nay more, by that unspotted virtue the 
mistress of, do not discover to my brother I am 

Vio, Contrary to your desire be assur'd I 
shall. But wliere*s the danger? 

Isab. Art thou born in Lisbon and ask tha 
tion? He*li think his honour blemish'd by m 
bediencc, and would restore me to my father. 

mc; therefore, dear, dear girl^ 

Ho. Depend v>]^ou twj lrv^\\^"^\^ \ ^^\Vvv 
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draw the secret from these lips, not even Felix, tho' 
at the hazard of his love. I hear him coming ; retire 
into that closet. 

ha^. Remember, Violantc, upon thy promise my 
very life depends. [Exit, 

Fio. When I betray thee may I share thy fate. 

Enter Felix. 
My Felix, my everlasting love ! [^Runs into his arms, 

FtL My life I my soul I my Violantc I 

Vio, What hazards dost thou run for me \ Oh, how 
shall I requite thee \ 

FeL If during this tedious painful exile thy thoughts 
have never wander*d from thy Felix, thou hast made 
me more than satisfadtion. 

Vio, Can there be room within this heart for any 
but thyself? No ; if the god of love were lost to all 
the rest of human-kind, thy image would secure him 
in my breast : I am all truth, all love, all faith, and 
know no jealous fears. 

Ftl, My heart's the proper sphere where love re- 
sides : could he quit that he would be no where found; 
and yet Violante I'm in doubt. 

Vio* Did 1 ever give thee cause to doubt, my Fe- 
lix ? 

FtL True love has many fears, and Fear as many 
eyes as Fame, yet sure I think they see no fault in 
thee. [Colonel taps again.l What's that ? 

[Taps again, 

Vio, What I I heard nothing. \Ag^avtv.% 
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Fd. Ha! What means this signal at your wind< 

yio» Somewhat perhaps in passing by might a 
dentally hit it; it can be nothing else. 

CoL [Within,'] Hi&t, hist, Donna Violante, Do 
Violanie! 

FeL They u»e your name by accident too, do tl 
madam ? 

Enter Flora. 

Flo, There is a gentleman at the window, mad 
which I fancy to be him who brought Isabella hit 
Shall I admit him ? [Aside to Viola 

Vio. Admit distraction rather ! Thou art the c 
of this, unthinking wretch. [Aside to Fl 

FeL What, has Mr. Scout brought you fresh 
telligence } Death 1 1*11 know the bottom of this 
mediately. [Offers /< 

Flo. Scout I I scorn your words, senior. 

Vio. Nay, nay, nay, you must not leave me. 
[Runs and catches hold of 

FeL Oh! 'tis not fair to answer the gentler 
madam ; it is none of his fault that his visit pr 
unseasonable. Pray let me go, my presence is b 
restraint upon you. 

[Struggles to get f torn her. The CoL pats ag 

Vio. Was ever accident so mischievous ! [j% 

Flo. It must be the colonel-*— Now to delivei 
letter to him. [Exit. IheCol. taps loi 

FeL Hark I he grows impatient at your delay.- 
Vihy do you hold the roaLtvviVvo^^ ^\i«.\x^^ v<Quld 
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lige you \ Pray, let me jro, madam. Consider llie 
^^tlemaii wa^ls you at Uic wrndow* Candwion I 
^K {Siruggks stilL 

Wi&. It It not me he waists* 

FtL Deatli I not j ou 1 Is there another &i your 
name in the house \ Rut come on, coiivinee me of 
the truth of what you &ay | open the ivindow^, if his 
t>ufines5 docs not lie wjth you your conversation may 
be heard. This, and only this^ can take olF oiy sus- 
|>icIon*^ — Whatj do you pause i^ Oh, j^uik, guiJtl^ 
Have I caught you I Niiy, then V\\ leap ihe balcotiy, 

»I remember, this way leads to it. 
lBreaAs/r(fm htr^ and goes i& tkt door wk^n Isa- 
bella *r. 
H^. <* Oh, Heaven 1 what shall I do nowT' Hold, 
^-fm^d, hold, hold \ not for the woHd — you enter there. 
Which way shall I preserve his sisNter frum hts know- 
ledge ? lAsid€. 
FeL What, have I touch'd vou \ Do you fear your 
lover's life? 

f i>- 1 fear for none but you, — For goodness' sake 
do not apeak so loud, my Fehx* If my father hear 
you, I P.m lost for ever; that door bpens inio his 
apartment. What shall I do if he enters ? TJvere ive 

finds his sister' ^If he goes out he*lt quarrel with 

the stranger, Felix, Felix i ** Nay, do not 

'* struggle to he gone, my Felix, — *^If I op«u the 

■ivindow lie may di!K:over the whole intrigue, and 
yet of aH evils we ought to chuse the least"-^— 
Your curiosiiy slidll he satiified. [Gari t& iAe mnd&w^ 




jG THE WONDER. AH 

and throws up the sash."] Whoe'er you are that w 
such insolence dare use my name, and give the neij 
bourhood pretence to rcfleft upon my condu6t 
charge you instantly to be gone, or expedl the tr< 
ment you deserve. 

CoL I ask pardon, madam, and will obey : 
when I left this house to-night 
Fel. Good! 

Vio, It is most certainly the stranger. Whatwil 
the event of this Heaven knows. [^stV^.] You 
mistaken in the house, I suppose, sir. 

Fd, No, no, he's not mistaken. Pray, mad 

let the gentleman go on. 

Vio, " Wretched misfortune 1" Pray, be gone, 
I know of no business you have here. 

CoL I wish I did not know it neither ..But 
house contains my soul, then can you blame my t 
for hovering about it \ 
FeL Excellent I 

Vio. ** Distraflion! He will infallibly discover 
** bella.*' I tell you again you are mistaken j li 
ever, for your own satisfaftion, call to-morrow. 
FeL Matchless impudence I An assignation be 
my face I — No, he shall not live to meet your wii 
[Takes out a pistol and goes towards the wim 
she catches hold of him* 
Vio, Ah! [Shrieks.^ Hold, I conjure you. 
CoL To-morrow's an age, madam 1 may I m 
zdimtted to-night \ 
f^io, li YOU be a ^ttit\tYs»i'a^\wTOSKa3EA^^\M 
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nee. Unfortunate 1 what will my stars do with 

e ? [Aside. 

Col. I have done only this— —be careful of my 

fe, for it is in your keeping. [Exit from the window. 
Fel, Pray observe the gentleman*s request, madam. 
[Walking off from her. 
Vio. I am all confusion. [/iside. 

FeL You are all truth, all love, all faith I oh, thou 

1 woman! How have I been deceived ? 

death, could you not have imposed upon me for 
lis one night } Could neither my faithful love, nor 
le hazard I have run to see you, make me wortliy 
► be cheated on. Oh, thou 
F'io* Can I bear this from you ? [Weeps. 

Fel, [Repeats,'\ When I left this house to*night 

o-nightt the devil I return so soon 1 
Vio, Oh, Isabella 1 what hast thou involv'd me int 

[Aside. 
FeL [Repeats. '\ This house contains my soul. 
Pio, Yet I resolve to keep the secret. [Aside* 

Fel. [Repeats.'] Be careful of my life, for it is in 

)ur keeping. Damnation I— —How ugly she ap- 

;ars I [Looking at her. 

kio. Do not look so sternly on me, but believe me, 
elix, I have not injur 'd you, nor am I false. 
Fel, Not false, not injur*d me I Oh, Violante, lost 
id abandoned to thy vice I Not false 1 Oh» mon- 
rous ! 

^ Vo. Indeed I am not.— There is a cause which I 
u St not reveal.— -^Ohy think Viovi ^?»- ^^-^-xosjcc c.'wv 
D 
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oblige your sex— then allow a woman may be boi 
by the same rule to keep a secret. 

Fil, Honour I what hast thou to do with hone 
thou that canst admit plurality of lovers } A sec 
h«9 ha» ha 1 his affairs are wondrous safe who tr 
his secret to a woman's keeping. But you need ] 
yourself no trouble about clearing this pointy mad 
for you are become so indifferent to me, that ) 
truth and falsehood are the same. 

«« f w. My love I [Ofers to take his k 

« FcL My torment!" [Turns from 

Flo. " So I have delivered my letter to the col 
•« and received my fee. [Aside."]'* Madam, youi 
ther bade me sec what noise that was. — For good 
sake, sir, why do you speak so loud ? 

Fel I understand my cue, mistress ; my absen 
necessary; I'll oblige you. 

[Goingy she takes hold qf 

Ftp. Oh, let me undeceive you first ! 

Fel. Impossible f 

Vio. *Tis very possible, if I durst. 

Fel. Durst! ha, ha, ha! Durst, quotha! 

Vto. But another time Vl\ tell thee all. 

Fel. Nay, now or neve r- 

f t<7. Now it cannot be. 

FeL Then it shall never be — Thou most ungra 
of thy sex, farewell. [Breaks from htr^ anc 

Vio. Oh, exquisite trial of my friendship ! Yet 
pvcn tiiis shall draw iVvt ^tcret from me. 




^ 
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^at i'il preserve f let Jortuni frmiin orsmtle^ 
And irtui to I.me my litvi to rectffwile* [Exit- 
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Don Lopez, 
AS ever mail thus plagii^d ? Odsheart^ 1 could 
iwaUow my dagger for madness* I know MOt what 
to think : sttre Frederick had no hand in her escape* 

^She must get out of the window, and she could 

not do that without a ladder, and who could bring k 
to her but him ? Ay, it must be ^o, ** The disUke 
** he shewed to Don GuEman, in our diacourse to-day, 
** confirms my suspicious and 1 will clmrge hira home 
*' with it. Sure children were givtn me for a curse 1 
** Why^ what mntimerable misfortunes attend us pa- 
<* rents I wlien we have employed our whole care to 
" educate and bring otir children up to years of ma- 
** turity, just when we expefl to reap ihe fruits of 
•« our labour, a men shall, in the tinkling of a bell, 
<« see one hang'd and t'other whorM**' This graces 
less baggage 1— But VU to Frederick immcdii*tely i 
take rhe Alguazil with me artd search his housei 

if I find her» Ml use hcr^ by Su Anthony I 

*t know ho*v ril use; her. [Exiu 
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^ SCENE ih 

Chmgt$ i0 tht Street* Enter Ctilonel e 

Letter in Ais kand^ and Qi^^X JbUowing, 

C^L WelU thougli I could not see my 

L nita, Fortune, to muke me amends^ has flung 

[.Intrtgue in my way* Oh ! liow 1 love these pil 

M^t lid coming females that w-onH givea man the lt<A 

"of racking his invention to deceive thcm,^— 

•* Oh, Portugal \ thou dear garden of pleasui 

** where love drops down his mellow fruit, 

** every bough bends io our hands, and seems to 

<• come, pull, and eat : how deli ciou sly a man 

** here wirhout fear of the stool of repentance 

This letter I received from a lady in a veil—" 

some duenna, some necessary implement of Cii 

I suppose the style is frank and ea^y, I hope like 

that writ it, \_Readi.^ * Sir, 1 have seen your p« 

and like it,7— very concise—* and if you'U iiie^ 

four o'clock in the mornings upon the Terriifi 

pmsa^ half an hour's conversation will let mc 

your mind/ — Haj ha, ha J a philosophical wc] 

This is the first lime I ever knew a woman had 

business with the mind of a man. — ' If your Intel 

answer your outward appearance, the adventure 

not disp leasee you. 1 expeift you^U not attempt t{ 

my face, nor offer any thing unbeco«iing the get 

jna/i I take you for. ' Hainph, the gentleman 

kes me for I 1 hoif c ^s^ u^kst^ to^x^ ^ Eeshj 
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bloody and then I'm sure I sliall do nothing unbeco« 
mfng a gentleman. Well, if I must not sec her face, 
it shall go hard if I don't know where she livesl— 
Gibby. 

Gib. Here an lik yer honour. 

CoL Follow me at a good distance, do you hear, 
Gibby. 

Gib. In troth dee I, weel eneugh, sir. 

CoL I am to meet a lady upon the Terriero de ptuttL. 

Gib. The deel an mine eyn gin I ken her, sir. 

Cot. But you will when you come there, »rrah. 

GiS. Like eneugfa, nr ; I have as sharp an eyn tull 
a bonny lass as ere a lad in aw Scotland. -And what 
mun I dee wi' her, sir J 

Col. Why, if she and I part you must watch her 
home, and bring me word where she liTes. 

Gib. In troth sal I, sir, gin the deel tak. her not. 

Coi. Come along then, it is pfelty hear the time.— 
I like a woman that rises early to pursue herindina<» 
tion. 

Thus we improve the pleasura of the day^ 

While tasteless mortals sleep their time away. J[Exit. 

SCENE ///. 



Changes to Febde&ick*j House. Enter Ikis and Lis* 

SARDO. 

Liss. Your lady run away, and you know not 
vrhitber, say you ? 

his. She never greatly car'd £ot "^ ^ ^w^ve^'^fc, 
Diiji 
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But you 




are very grave mc- 



^ 



I 
I 



you and I together, 
thinks, Lissardo, 

Lii$. [Lmking en the ring*'] Not at all — I have somA 
thoughts iiideeU oi altermg my course of bvtng i lllcrt! 
]» a critical minute in every man*5 life, which if h^ 
Ctn but ijiy hold of, he m^y make his forttine, 

Inh. Ha I what do I see ? A diamond ring I Wheq 
the deuce bad he that ring i You have got a verj 
pretty ring thcrc^ Lissardo. 

Uii. Ayj the trifle is pretty cnuugfi -but the 

lady who gave it to me i% a hona rvba \i% beauty^ | 
assure you. [Coch ku kat and stmisi 

his. I cmii't bear this* The lady I wliat lid^ 

pray? i 

X/w, O fy I there's a question to ask a gentleman* 

his. A gentleman I why the feliow^s spoiPd I \i 

this your losrc for me i Ungrateful mao 1 you*H bred 

my Jieart, so you will, [Burtts intQ ttafi 

Liss» Poor tender- hearted fool t 

Ms, If I kiicw who gave you thai rjng^ I'd fe< 
her eyes out^ so 1 wou*d. f^ 

Lisi. So, now the jade wants a Hule coaxing. Wh^ 
what dost weep for nowj my dear f ha 1 

his. I suppose Flora gave you that ring ; but ViU 

Lus, No, the devil take me if she did i you tnaJ 

me swear now. *^^ So, they arc all for the ring, b 

I tlmW bob 'ern.' 1 did but joke j the ring is ncK 

of nunc, it is my mastcr'sj I am to give it to be tnj 
let, ghat's all j ihcrefojrc> ^i^'y^^^^i *^ ^^Y ^Y^h ^ 
mcj come» 
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Enter Flora. 

Inis, And do you really speak truth now \ 

Liss. Why, do you doubt it ? 

Fio, So, so, very well I I thought there was an in- 
trigue between him and Inis, for all he has forsworn 
it so often. lAside. 

his. Nor ha'n't you seen Flora since you came to 
town ? 

Fio, Ha ! how dares she name my name } [Aside, 

Liss, No, by this kiss I ha'n't. [Kisses her. 

Flo^ Here's a dissembling varlet I [Aside. 

his. Nor don't you love her at all ? 

Liss, Love the devil ! Why, did I not always tell 
thee she was my aversion ? 

Flo, Did you so, villain ? 

[Strikes him a box on the ear, 

Liss, Zounds, she here 1 1 have made a fine spot of 
work on't. [Aside. 

his. What's that* for ? ha I [Brushes up to her. 

Flo, T shall tell you by and by, Mrs. Fi ippery, if 
you don't get about your business. 

his. Who do you call Frippery, Mrs. Trollop ?— 
Pray* get about your business, if you go to that. I 
nope you pretend to no right and title here. 

Liss, What the devil! do they' take me for an acre 
cf land, that they quarrel about right and title to me ? 

[Aside, 
^ Flo, Pray, what right have you, mislres^^ Va -a.^ 
that question i 
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inii^ No matter for that -, 1 can shew a better titlq 
ta him than you, I believe. 

FU* What, ha& he given thee nine montha eamcsl^ 
for a living litle ? hai ha I 

hii* Don't fling your flavmtiiig jests to roe, Mri. 
Boldfaccj for 1 won't lake *eni# I assure you, 

Lus* So 1 now X am as great as the fam'd AleicaiM 
der. But, tny dear Statira and Roxana, don't exert 
your&elv^es so much about me> Now 1 faiicy if yoii 
would agree lovingly together, I might, in a modest 
way I satisfy both your demands upon me« 

Fio, You satisfy I No, sirrah, I dm not to be satis* 
fied so soon as you think, perhaps 

Inii* No, nor l neither*— What I do you niakei» 
difference between us ? 

fk. You pitiful fellow you I What! you fancy, I 
warrant, I gave myself the troitble of dogging yofl 
out of love to your fiUhy person ; but you are misti' 

kent sirrah^t was to dete^ your treachery* Koi 

ofien have you sworn to me that you hated Jnis, ^ 
only carried fair for tivc good cheer she gave you* bi* 
that you could never like a woman wiiJk crooked Icgl 
you said f 

his* How, how, sirrah, crooked legs l OdSi I coulJ 
find in my heart— — [SnatcAing tip ^tr ptutcoai aiiUk 

IJss. Here^s a lying young jade now \ Pr'ythee, 
dear» moderate ihy passion. lC0axi^t^ 

his* IM have you to know, sirrah, my legs wal 

»WFer Your maaier, lUo^e^ understands legs bet- 

* dmn you do> t\tra\i. \?o.m^m^ 



A£l III. A WOMAN KEEPS A SECRET. 45 

Liss. My master I so, so. 

{^SAaAing his head and winkings 

Flo* I am glad I have done some mischief, how- 
ever. Inside, 

Liss, [To Inis.] Art thou really so foolish to mind 
what an enrag'd woman says I Don't you see she does 
it on purpose to part you and I ? [Runs to Flora.] 
Could not you find the joke without putting yourself 
n a passion, you silly girl you I Why, I saw you fol- 
low us plain enough, mun, and said all this that yoii 
might not go back with only your labour for your 
pains. — But you are a revengeful young slut though, 
[ tell you that ; but come, kiss and be friends. 

Flo, Don't think to coax me ; hang your kisses. 

Fel. \Within,'] Lissardol 

Liss. Ods-heart, here's my master. The devil take 
both these jades for me; what shall I do with 
them i 

Inis. Ha ! 'tis Don Felix's voice ; I would not have 
him find me here witli his footman for the world. 

[Aside. 

Fel. [Within.'] Why, Lissardo, Lissardol 

Liss. Coming, sir. What a pox will you do ? 

Flo. Bless me, which way shall I get out ? 

Liss. Nay, nay, you must e'en set your quarrel 
aside, and be content to be mewed up in this clothes* 
press together, or stay where you are and face it out 
*— there is no help for it. 

Flo, Put me any where rather than that j come, 
come, let me in. [He opens the f ress and she ^ot^ viw 



46 THl WOKDIR 

Ittu. 1*11 see her hang*d before I'll go into i} 

where she b. — I'll trust forlune with my dclivi 
Here us^'d to be a pair of back sulrs^ Vi] ir)' 
ihcm (Hit. 

Enter FtLix and Fh^dirick, 

FtL Was )^ou asleepi sirrah, that you did m 

me call ? 

liw. I did hear you, and answered you I w 
ing* sir. 

FtL GOf ger the horses ready i 1*11 leave 
to-night, never to see it more. 

Lu$. Hey-day I what's the matter now ? 

Fred, Pray tell me, Don Felix, what ha« 
your temp«r thus f 

FfL A woman — Oh, friend! who can 
man, and forget inconstancy I 

Fredn Tills frontj a person of mean educati^ 
excusable; such low suspicioni hate theirj 
from vulgar conversation ; men of your poUl 
never rashly censure*— Come, this is some gn| 
jealousy.— Love raises many fears » 

FeL No, no; my ears convey M the truth 
heart, and reason justifies my anger. Oh, my^ 
Viobnt^^s false, and L have nothing lefl but 
Lisbon which can make me wish ever to iee j 
except revenge opon my rival, of whom I'jj 
rant. Oh, that some miracle wou'd reved 
me, that I mig^t, through his lieartf punish 

lelUy I 
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ErUer LissA&DO. 

Liss. Oh, sir! here's your father, Don Lopez, 
coming up. 

Fel, Does he know that I am here } 

Liss. I cann't tell, sir, he ask'd for Don Frederick. 

Fred. Did he see you } 

Liss. I believe not, sir ; for as soon as I saw him, 
I ran back to give my master notice. 

Fel. Keep out of his sight then — and, dear Fre- 
derick, permit me to retire into the next room, for I 
know the old gentleman will be very much displeased 
at my return without his leave, [Exit, 

Fred, Quick, quick, begone, he is here. 

Enter Don LoP£Z, speaking as he ifnters. 
Lop. Mr. Alguazil, wait you without till I call for 
you. Frederick, an affair brings me here — which— 
requires privacy— so that if you have any body with- 
in ear-shot, pray Order them to retire. 

Fred. We are private, my lord, speak freely. 1 
Lop. Why then> sir, I must tell yoil that you had 
better have pitch'd upon any man in Portugal to have 
: injur'd than myself. 

i " Fel. [Peeping,'] What means my father V* 
I Fred. I understand you not, my lord. 

Lop. Tho' 1 am old I have a son — Alas ! why name 
I him ? he knows not the dishonour of my house. 

" Fel, I am confounded I The dishotvoui ^^ V\^ 
•* house V^ 
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Fred. Explain yourself, my lord, I am no 
scious of any dishonourable a6lion to any man, 
less to your lordship. 

Lop* 'Tis, false ; you have debauch'd my dau 
** Fel. Debauch 'd my sister I impossible I he 
'K •* not, durst not, be that villain." 

' Fred, My lord, I scorn so foul a charge. 

Lop. You have debauch*d her duty at least, 
, fore instantly restore her to me, or by St. Ai 

; |; I'll make you. 

f ' Fred. Restore her, my lord I where shall I fin( 

! L>p. I have those that will swear she is 1 

your house. 
:]! " f e/. Ha! in this house!" 

Fred. You arc misinformM, my lord I Up 

reputation I have not seen Donna Isabella sin< 

absence of Don Felix. 

Lop. Then pray, sir — if I am not too inqui 

. . what motive had you for those obje6tions you 

against her marriage with Don Guzman yesten 

Fred. The disagreeableness of such a ma 

Tear'd, would give your daughter cause to cur 

duty if she comply'd with your demands ; thi 

all, my lord. 

Lop. And so you help'd her thro* the windo 
make her disobey. 
v^ " FeL Ha, my sister gone I Oh, scandal t 
'« blood!" 

Fred. This is insulting me, my lord, when I j 
you I have neither scetv tvot Vxvqw ^asv^j ^vcv^ ^^^ 
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! daughter,— If she is gone, the contrivance was her 
■ own, and you may thank your rigour for it. 

Ijop, Very well, sir; however, my rigour shall 
^' snake bold to search your house. Here, call itf the 
c Alguazil— - 

Flo. [peeping.] The Alguazill What in the name 
of wonder will become of me ) 
t Fred, The Alguazil I My lord, you'll repent this* 

St 

Enter Alguazil, and AUauUaUs. 
id: lop. No, sir, 'tis you that will repent it. I charge 
kr you in the kin^^s name to assist me in finding my 

daughter, — Be sure you leave no part of the house 

unsearched. Come, follow me. 
f [Gets towards the door wAere Felix is: Frederick 

^ draws f and plants Hmseif before the door,] 

Fred, Sir, I must first know by what authority you 
■ -pretend to search my house before you enter here. 
, /lig, Howy sir 1 dare you presume to draw your 
^ -sword upon the representative of majesty } I am, sir, 
^ I am his majesty's alguazil, and the very quintessence 
^^ of authority — therefore put up yoiyr sword,' or I shall 
;^j^ order you to be knocked down — for know, sir, the 

breach of an alguazil is as dangerous as the breath of 
^.^ a demi-culverin. 

Lop. She is certainly in that room, by his guarding 
^ the door. — If he disputes your authority, knock him 

down, I say. 
^gf Fred. I shall shew you some sport first. The wo* 
fv E 
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man you look for is not here ; but there is son 
in this room which I'll preserve from your s 
the hazard of my life. 

Up. Enter, I say ; nothing but my daugh 
be there.— Force his sword from him. 

[Felix comes out^ and joins Fn 

FeL Villains, stand off I assassinate a man 
own house I 

Lop, Oh, oh, oh, misericordia I what do I s 
son I 

Alg. Ha, his son! Here's five hundred 
good, my brethren, if Antonio dies; and that 
surgeon's power — and he's in love with my di 
you know — so seize him.—" Don Felix, 
** mand you to surrender yourself into the J 
«* justice, in order to raise me and my posteri 
** in consideration you lose your head to gain 
«* hundred pounds, I'll have your genero 
*• corded on your tombstone — at my own pro 
*• and charge — 1 hate to be ungrateful.'* 

Lop. Hold, hold 1 Oh that ever I was bom 

Fred. Did I not* tell you you would rep 
lord } What, hoa I within there. 

Enter Servants, 

Arm yourselves, and let not a man in nor 
Felix. 

Fel, Generous Frederick ! 

Fred. Look ye, ^\^\xm\» N<i\vtw ^ou would 
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my friend for filthy lucre, I (hall np nu>re regard you 
as an officer of justice, but as a thief apd robber thu$ 
resist you. 

Fel. Come on, sir, we*ll shew ypu play for th« five 
hundred pounds. 

•< Aig. Fall on, seize the money, right or wrong, 

-7 « ye rogues." [Tl^fgAt. 

^ Lop. Hold, hold, alguaza, I'll ^vc you the five 

hundred pounds, that is, my bond to pay upon Anto- 

"^^ ni()*s death, and twenty pistoles, however things go, 

for you and these honest fellows to drink my health* 

F Mg. Say you so, my lord > Why, look ye, my lord, 

*^ I bear the young gentleman no ill will, my lord. If 

^** I get but the five hundred pounds, my lord— why, 

^* look ye, my lord — *tis the same thing to me, whether 

^ your son be hanged or not, tny lord. 

'^ Fel, Scoundrels 1- 

n- Lop. Ay, well, thou art a good-natured fellow, 
"^that's the truth on*t. — Come then, we'll to the ta- 
^Vern, and sign and seal this minute. Oh, Felix I wAj^ 
^^€jouldst thou serve me thus ? But I cannot upbraid t&ef 
^' 920Wy nor have I time to talk. Be careful of thyself, or 
?^^hou wilt break my heart. 

{^Exeunt Lopez, Alguazily and Attendants, 
Fel. Now, Frederick, though I ought to thank you , 
^<>r your care of me, yet till I am satisfied as to my 
oi^^ther's accusation, for I overheard it all^ I cann't re- 
^vrn the acknowledgments I owe you. Know you 
^.ught relating to my sister } 
I - Fred. I hope my faith and tiuXYi w^ Yxvqw\x <^ 
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you— —and here by both I swear, I am ign 
every thing relating to your father's charge. 
FeL Enough, 1 do believe thee. Oh 1 
where will thy malice end \ 

Enter VasQvuz. 

Vasq, Sir, I bring you joyful news. 

Fel. WhaCs the matter? 

Vasq, I am told that Don Antonio is out o: 
and now in the palace. 

FeL I wish it be true ; then I'm at liberty 
my rival, and pursue my sister. Pr'ythec 
rick, inform th>'self of the truth of this repo 

Fred, I will, this minute. Do you heai 

body in to Don Felix till my return. 

Vasq. ril observe, sir. 

Flo. [^Peeping.'\ They have almost frighten 

of my wits, I'm sure. Now Kelix is alon 

a good mind to pretend i came v^ith a uiess 
my lady ; but how then shall 1 say 1 came 
cupboard ? 

Enter Vasqjjez, seeming to oppose the entrance 
body. 

F'asq. I tell you, madam, Don Felix is not 

^io, [fVithin,] 1 tell >ou, sir, he is here, a 
see him. 

Fel. What noise is that? 

Vio* \]^TtaKiiig in.\ You are as difficult o 
fir, as a ftrst laiiii^xtt ol ^\ax^* 
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Fio. My stars^ my laidy here 1 [SAuts the press cIosa 

FeL If your visit was des^aed to fr^^crick, nvar 
dam, he is abroad. 

P^io, No, sir, the visit is to you. 

FeL You *re very pun6tual ia your ceremonies, 
madaQ\. 

F'io. Though I did not come to return your vbit, 
but to take that which your civility ought to have 
brought me. 

FeL If my eyes, my ears, and my understanding 
ly'd, then I am in your debt; eU« not, madam. 

p^to, I will not charge them with a term so gross, 
to S4y they ly'd ; but call it a. mistake^ nay^ call it 

any thing to excuse my Felix. Could 1, think ye, 

could I put off my pride so far, poorly to dissemble 
a passion which I did not fe^ or s^k a reconcili- 
ation with what I did not love?——^* Do but consi- 
<< der, if I had entertained another, should not I ra- 
** ther embrace this quarrel, pleased with the occasion 
I " that rid me of your visits, 3^4 gav^ me freedom 
" *< to enjoy the choice which you think I have made i 
** Have I any interest in thee but my love ? or am I 
*( bound by aught but inclinalion to submit and 
«< follow thee V* n '■■ No law, whilst single, bind^ 

us to obey but your sex are, " by nature and 

^< education,*' obliged to pay a deference to all wo. 
^nankind. 

FeL These are fruitless arguments. 'Tis most cer- 
'^ain thou wert dearer to these eyes than all thait 
E iy 



Heave" ^« P' jj^^m out than »uo«= i 

i.A\ very weH, '" 
itic a woman ttierc, 

^^rw"»-"»"rsrwyo"-"*°"" 

^:NoW.U«ardo.she 
„„Mer off. . .Nay, nay, nay, ««« 
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for she didy and she did notcome, as, asy as, a, a, a» 
man may say diredly to, to, to, to, to speak with my 
master, madam. 

F'io, 1 see by your stammering, Lissardo, that your 
invention is at a very low ebb, 

FeL 'Sdeath I rascal, speak without hesitation, and 
the truth too, or I shall stick my spado in your guts. 

P^io, No, no, your master mistakes j he would not 
have you speak the truth. 

Fd, Madam, my sincerity wants no excuse. 

Liss, I am so confounded between one and the 
other, that I cann*t think of a lie. [Aside, 

FcL Sirrah, fetch me this woman back instantly-^ 
['11 know what business she has here. 

yio. Not a step ; your master shall not be put to 

the blush. Come, a truce, Felix. Do you ask 

me no more questions about the window, and I'll for- 
give this. 

Fel, I scorn forgiveness where I own no crime 5— 
but your soul, conscious of its guilt, would fain lay 
tiold of this occasion, to blend your treason with my 
innocence. 

yio. Insolent! — Nay, if instead of owning your 
fault, you endeavour to insult my patience, 1 must 
tell you, sir, you don't behave yourself like that man 
of honour you would be taken for j you ground your 
quarrel with me upon your own inconstancy} 'tis 
plain you are false yourself, and would make me the 
aggressor.- It was not for nothing the fellow 
opposed my entrance. -ThisV^L^X \x^^^^\\a& ^n^vx 
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Gib, PoQ Pedro de Mendosa 1— Doooa Vkjame^ 
his daughter 1— that's »s reight as mylf^now — ^Is^ 
need na mare; I'll tak a driak, and then to. my 
maister.— — 

he bring him news will mak his keartjkil hlff $ 

Gin he rewards it nott dtdpimf/or m* [^^^^* 



ACT IV. aCflfEf. 

temfier, ^ Vxolakt|k 0|tf ^ AaiMr. 

Isabella, 
JS/lr dear 1 I have been seekins; you this half hourly 
to tell you the most lucky adventure. 

(^io. And you have pitched upon the most unluckf 
liour for it that you could possibly have found in the 
■yhole four-and- twenty. 

/sab. Hang unhicky hours I I won*t think of them; 
r hope all my misfortunes are past. 

I^io, And mine all to come. 

Jsab. I have seen the man I like. 

yio. And I have seen the man that I cpuld wish tp 

sab. And yqu must assist mfi Jn discovering whe- 
^^r he can like me or not. 

l^io. You have assisted me in $uch a discovery al* 
- iady, I thank ye. 
Jsab. What say yopj my dear \ 
Fij 






P^lo, 1 sajr I am very unlucky at disco venes, 

bella I I ba\fe too lareJy made one pernicious tc 

"^ ease I your brother is fj^lsc. 

7j0^, I mpussible I 

i^k. Most true* 

/f<t^. Sornc villittn has traducM him to you 

l^fb. No, Isiibella ; L love too well to trust the 
of others; i never credit the ill -judging worlt 
form stt!ipjcionH upon vulgar cejisures ; no^ £ 
ociibr prout* of hh ingr^titudci fl 

ha6. Then I am most unhappy. My brotlffl 
the only pledge of faith betwixt us; if he has 
feited your favour, I bave no title to your friend 

^w^ You wrong nvy friendship, Isabella ; 
own merit entitles you to every thing within 
power, 

ha&. Generous maid 1— But may 1 not know 
grounds you have to think my brother false I 

p^w. Another time.— But tell me, Isabella, 
can I lerve you ? 

ha6. Thus then — The gentleman that brougb 
hither 1 have seen and talkM with upon the Tel 
di passu this mornlngi and I find him a mari of s< 
generosity, and good humour i in sbori, he is e 
thing that I could like for a husband, and I have 
patched Mrs. Flora lo bring him hither : I hope 
forgive the liberty I have taken, 

F'io, Hither ! to what purpose ! 

''^. To the great universal purpose, matnmo 
(• Matrimonii vJb.'j^ 4^^Qvt^ti\^>-'^v^^W1 
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hab. No, Violante, you must do that for mc. 
Vio. I thank you for the favour you design me, 
but desire to be excusM : I manage my own affairs too 
ill to be trusted with those of other people ; " be- 
*< sides, if my father should find a stranger here, it 
«* might make him hurry me into a monastery im- 
«* mediately." I cann*t for my life admire your con* 
du6l, to encourage a person altogether unknown to 
you. — 'Twas very imprudent to meet him this morn- 
ing, but much more so to send for him hither, know* 
ing what inconveniency you have already drawn up- 
on me. 

Isab, T am not insensible how far my misfortunes 
have embarrass'd you ; and, if you please, sacrifice my 
quiet to your own. 

Vio, Unkindly urg'd I — Have I not preferred your 
happiness to every thing that's dear to me \ 

isab, I know thou hast — then do not deny me this 
last request, when a few hours, perhaps, may render 
my condition able to clear thy fame, and bring my 
brother to thy feet for pardon. 

Vio, I wish you don't repent of this intrigue. I 
suppose he knows you are the same woman that he 
brought in here last night. 

Isab, Not a syllable of that; I met him veil'd, and 

to prevent his knowing the house, I ordered Mrs. 

Flora to bring him by the back-door into the gardeil. 

Vio. The very way which Felix comes ; if they 

should meet, there would be fine wotVl, \vv^^^^^ 

my dear, 1 cann*t apjMPOVf of your 4es\gjcv* 
F iij 
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Vio. I do, if you expect to be dealt with, oolood. 

a-;. Why, then Yes. 

I'ur. li she in your couDtry, or thb ^ 

CcL This is a very pretty kind of a catechini; 
** but I dcn*t coocdve which way it turns to cdifici- 
** tion." In this town, I believe. 

Via. Her name is— — 

CoL Ay, hour is she called, 

Vio. Nay, I ask you that, sir. 

CW. Oh, ho, why she is called— ——.Pny, inadu^ 
how is it you spell your name ? 

Via, Oh, colonel, I am not the happy 
do I wish it. 

CoL No! I'm sorry for that. What the defd 

docs she mean by all these questions f TAak* 

Vio. Come, colonel, for once be sincere— perbifi 
yon may not repent it. 

CoL This is like to be but a silly adventure, hereH 
so much sincerity required. [Aside, "l ^'Paith, madamy 
I have an inclination to sincerity, but I*m afraid yoii*U 
call my manners in question 

Vio, Not at all : I prefer truth before complinieDt 
in this afiair. 

CoL Why then, to be plain with you, madam, a 
lady last night wounded my heart by a fall liom a 
window, whose person I could be content to take, as 
ir.y father took my mother, till death do us pait-o-^ 
but who she is, or how distinguished, whether mud} 
mk^ or widovf , 1 cai^xv't itvCorm you \ pechaps yoii are 
she. 
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Vio* Not to keep you in suspense, I am not she— > 
but I can give you an account of her. That lady is 
a maid of condition — has ten thousand pounds—and, / 
if you are a single man, her person and fortune are at 
your service. 

CoL I accept the offer with the highest trans- 
ports ; but say, my charming angel ! art thou not 
she } {Offers to embrace her.'] " This is a lucky ad- 
«* venture." [Aside. 

Vio. Once again, colonel, I tell you I am not she — 
but at six this evening you shall find her on the Ter» 
riero de passa with a white handkerchief in her hand. 
Get a priest ready, and you know the rest. 

CoL I shall infallibly observe your diredions, 
madam. 

Enter Flora hastily^ and whispers Violante, who 
starts^ and seems surprised. 
Vio, Ha 1 Felix crossing, say you ? What shall I do 

HOW } 

CoL You seem surprised, madam* 

Vio, Oh colonel, my father is coming hither — and 
if he finds you here, 1 am ruined. 

CoL Odslife, madam, thrust me any where. Cann't 
I go out this way ? 

Vio, No, no, no, he comes that way. How shall I 
prevent their meeting } Here, here, step into my bed- 
chamber—- 

Col. Oh, the best place in the worlds madam i 
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Fzo. And be still, as ymi value her you Ic 
stir till you've notice, as ever you hope to 
in your arms. 

Cd. On that condition, I'll not breathe. 

Enter Felix. 

/>/. I wonder wlierc tliis dog of a ser 

this while — But she is at home, 1 find 1 

she regards met- You look, Violante 

sight of me were troublcsouic to you. 

Fto. Can I do oiherv%ij>e, when you have 
ance to approach me afrer v\ hat I saw to-dj 

/>/. Assurance! rather call it good-nat 
what I heard last night. But such regard 
have 1 in my love to you, I cannot bear • 
pefted, " nor suffer you to entertain false 
** my truth without endeavouring to convii 
** my innocence ;'* so much good-nature ha 
than you, Violante. ■ ■ ■■ Pray give me lea 
your woman one question : my man assur 
was the person you saw at my lodgings. 

Fio. I confess it, madam, and ask your p 

Vio. Impudent baggage 1 not to undc 
sooner : wliat business could you have thej 

/>/. Lissardo and she, it seems, inn 
and I. 

Fio, I love to follow the example of m 
madam. 

/V/. I hope I am justified 
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Fto. Since we art W part, Felii, there h^eds no 
Justification. 

Fel. Methinks you talk of parting as a thing indif- 
ferent to you. Can you forget how I have loved ? 

Vio, I wish I could forget my own passion, I should 
%vith less concern remember yours.— —But for mis- 
tress Flora— 

Fel. You must forgive her Must, did I say ? I 

fear I have no power to impose, though the injury 
%vas done to nle. 

Fio, *Tis hardier to pardon an injury done to what 
>ve love, than to ourselves ; but at your request, Fe- 
lix, I do forgive her. Go watch niy father, Flora, 
lest he should awake aud surprise us. 

Fio, Yes, madam. [Exit Flora. 

Fel. Dost thou then love me, Violahtie ? 

yio. What need of repetition from my tongue, 
^vhen every look confesses what you ask ? 

Fel. Oh, let no man judge of love but those who 
feel it : what wondrous magic lies in one kind look I 

One tender word destroys a lover's rage, and 

melts his fiercest passion into soft complaint. Oh, 
the window, Violante ! wouldst thou but clear that 
one suspicion ! 

yio, Pr*ythee, no more of that, my Felix ; a little 
time shall bring-^thee perfect satisfa6tion. 

Fel. Well, Violante, on condition you think no 
more of a monastery, I'll wait with patience for this 
mighty secret. ' 

/'/i?. Ah, Felix, Jove generally ge\s \\v^\it\.v^x o^l '^^^ 
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ligion in us women. Resolutions made in ll 
of passion ever dissolve upon reconciliation. 

Enter Flora hastily. 

Flo. Oh madam, madam, madam I my lor 
father has been in the garden, and locked the 
door, and comes muttering to himself this waj 

Vio, Then we are caught. Now, Felix, 
undone. 

FeL Heavens forbid I This is most unluck 
me step into your bed-chamber, he won't lool 
the bed; there I may conceal myself. 

[Rum to the dooTy and pushes ii open 

Vio. My stars ! if he goes in- there, hc*ll 
colonel.— No, no, Felix, that's no safe pla 
father often goes thither, and should you cc 
sneeze we are lost. 

FeL Either my eye deceived me, or I sav< 
within ; 1*11 watch him close. 
^ Flo. Oh, invention, invention 1^-1 have it, i 
Here, here, sir, off with your sword, and V. 
you a disguise. 

FeL She shall deal with the devil if she < 
him out without my knowledge. 

yio. Bless me, how I tremble I 

Enter Flora with a Riding^hood. 
Flo. Here, sir, put on this. 
FiL Ay I ay I aiv^ iKlug to avoid Don Pedro 
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P^io. Oh, quick» quick 1 I shtU die with aj^pre^ 

insion. 

jF/9. Be sure you don't speak a word. 

FeL Not for the Indies— »but I shall observe you 

oser than you imagine. ljiiide» 

Fed. [fFfVAM.] Vioiantc^ where are you, child \ 

Enter Don Psdko. 
- • 

'^hy, how came the garden door open }— »!]« I how 
)w, who have we here i i 

yio. ' Humph I— he'll certainly discover him. 

[jisiie. 
Flo. 'Tis my mother, an't please you, sir. 

[She and Felix both atris^m 
Fed. Your mother! by St. Andrew she*s a, strap- 
;rl why, you are a dwarf to hen- ■ ■ - How many 
lildren have you, good woman ? 
F^io. Oh, if he speaks we are lost. [jiside. 

Flo. Oh, dear senior, she cannot hear you ; she has 
ren deaf these twenty years. 
Fed. Alas, poor woman 1— Why, you muffle her up 
if she were blind too. 

FeL Would I were fairly off. [Adde. 

Fed. Turn up her hood« 

F^io. Undone for ever I ■ , St. Anthony forbid, 
h, sir, she has the dreadfullest unlucky eyes 
ray don^t look upon them; I made her keep her hood 
ut on purpose.— —>Oh, oh, oh, oh I 
Fed. Eyes 1-— Why, what's the matter with hac 
es? 

G 
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sa^d, Viola nte, Next week I b* 

pineiTS sluil begin. 

E^kr Flora. 

r^ion^t intend lo stay so long, thank yoU| pa^. 

inside. 
I My Lady Abbess writes word she longs to 
jaiwl has provided every thing in ordei* for 
eption. ■ -i Thoii wilt lead a happy Vih, 
-fifty rimes before that of mairimonyi— 
tn extravagant roxcamb might make a beg- 
thee, or an ll!-natured Burly dog break, thy 

, Break her heart I she had as goad have her 
i broke, as to be a nttn | 1 am sure I had rather 
ihe two. Yoii ure wondrous kind, sir ; but if I 
I such a father 1 knuw what 1 would do* 
Pfd> Why, what would yau da, minx, ha t 
^^^1<L I would tcU him I had ai good a right and title 
^Hibe law of nature and the end of the treaiion ai 
^ffliad* 

Ptd. You wouJd, mistress t who the devil doubti 

s^J*^A good assurauci^ is a chamber- maid'si ctiat 

arntsj and lying and contriving the suppurtcrs. 

'Vour utdinations are on tipt&e, it ^ecitts.— — > 

Pl were your father, housewife, I'd h;ivc a penance 

enjoined you so striiLt, that you ahouid not be able to 

£urn you in your bed for a month,--*Yoij arc enough 

feo spoil your Udy^ Jiousewik, if fthe M IMtT fi**'^"- 

^Sance of devotion, 

Gy 





r 



[ 



P'w* Fy, Flora 1 are you not ashamed tD lalk 
to my father »-^^You ^id yesterday you would A( 
glad to ^o m\h me mto the tnonastcry 

Flo. Did if I Uld a great iit^ then. 

Ptd^ She govkith thee! nOp no, she's enough 

debauch the whole convent* Well, chiy , rctyeft 

ber what I Baid to thee : next wee It 

F'io^ Ay, and what 1 am to do this, too. [Atiit*y 
I am all obedient^ ut i \ care not l:iow soon I chiof 
my condUion. 

Fh^ But little does he thtok what change she 

[ink 

Ptd, " Well said, Violante. f am glad mU 

" her so willing to leave tlie world ; but it is wholl/ 
<^ owing to my pnideot management* Did she bot 
** that she might command her fortune ivhen she 
** at age, or upon day of marriage, perhaps bJii'4 
*' change her note. - But I have always toldlMI 

** that her grandfather lett it with this provi&o, tlttl 
" she turned nuiii Now a small part of this 
*■ thousand pounds provides for her in the nunn^ 

" and the rest is my own. There is nothing mbi 

*' got in this life without policy, — [Asid^.y 
Well, child, I am going into the country for two tf 
three days, to settle some a^airs with thy uncle | ff 
tMktnl TtiuTftj wt*U proceed Jar iky happiness^ cAHdt^' 
Ce&dfyi^ Vid&Mte*^ iakt cart of ihysdf, 

[Exeunt Don Pedro and PidasXk 

J^t S0| now for the colouei> Hisr, hist, co 
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Enter Colonel. 

hi- Is the coast clear t 
rU. Yes, If you can climb ; for you mint gnt over 
frlie wiishhoiisej and jump from the garden* wall into 
^he street. 

C&L Nay, nay, I don't value my neck, rf my incog. 
L answers but thy lady's promise. 

lExeuKi CoU and Floi^. 




£nirr Ffeux* 

^fcL I have lam perdue under the stairs tilt I 

%varched the old miih out* [Violante opmi tkt di>^r.] 

' 'Sdcath ! 1 am prcvciucd* lExit Felix* 

I 

Entir ViOtANTE* 

^u. N(^w to set niv prisoner at liberty, [Goes ta 
iAe ioOTf wkeft tkc Cdcml U kidJ\ Sir, sir, you may 
Linear, 

^H Enter Y^LW^fiUuumg hir* 

^^¥iL May lie so, madum } I had c^use for my $us- 
' picion, \ find. Treacherous woman 1 

f^i9. Ha, Felix here f Nay, then all is discoveredp 
FcL [/>rflCtfip] Villain ( whoever thwu art^ come 
out, i charge tlice, and lake the reward of thy aduU 
terous errand. 

Fk^ What shall I say ? — NoJhing but the Secret 
fiFhich I have sworn to Keep caa reconcile I his qiiar- 

f. ■ I* 

Gig 



^8 THE WOMDEl. 

FcL A coward I Nay, then I'll fetch 3 
think not to hide thyself: no ; by St. An 
alttr should not proteft thee { *^ even there 
** thy hearty though all the sainU were un 
*« defence.^ 

Fio. Defend me» Heaven I what shall 
mutt discover Isabella, or here will be mur 

Enter Floia. 

Flo. I have helped the colonel ofF clear, 1 
Fio. Sayest thou so, roygirU" .Tl 

armed. 

Re-enter Felix. 

Fei. Where has the devil, in complianc 
seX| conveyed him from my resentment ? 

Fio. Him I whom do you mean, my des 
ttve spark? Ha, ha, ha, ha I you will nt 
these jealous whims. 

FeL Will you never cease to impose upoi 

Fio, You impose upon yourself, my deai 
think I did not see you i Yes, I did, and n 
put this trick upon you. 

Pel. Trick I 

Vic. Tes, trick, I knew you*d take the 
soon relapse into your wonted error. H 
your jealousy is fired 1 I shall have a blessec 
you. 

Fci. Was there nothing in it then but a 
me} 



eyes ? 



IB 



1 fi, mr afty of my s^nie^^ 

Weill I am convinced 

iti luvc as in relt^on ; for 

wcjtiian kfiow her conquest 

bit% nothing but what siheM 

that man finds his tove re- 
. .i.\ errant a slave as if she had 
iv' priest. 

Vidanie, wguld dissipate those 
v*i*^.>c these quarrels. When wilt thou 

Mi>«jfrow t will tell thee ; my father is 
lira or three days to my uncle's; we have 
ilXh to finish our aiikira. But pr'yihce 

HOW, lest sonic accident should bring my 

ru-morrow ihcn 

Mil, ye Hiiursi and bring to*morrow on! 

nan I leave you now^ wy Viol ante ? 

tr* y<m muitg my F€iix* fFV soofi skall mm 

ft na m&fiJ 



P^l. Qk^ raptuTPm sounds ! Charming woman t 
iy ui&rds iifid k^h havefdVd my henri 
rUA f^fy, andit/t ho roomfoFJtaioksv. 
9 ihoa Hki me tack douk andj , 

Hi ait w cifm k csnfidmtt mig^^^^^ [Exit* 




8o THB WONDER A3!f. 

** Enter 1 SAB ZLL A, 

** Isab, I am glad my brother and you are recoh 
** cited, my dear, and the colonel escaped without la 
" knowledge; I was frighted out of my wits whail 
«* heard him return. I know not how to express 
« thanks, woman, for what you suffered for my sik^ 
** my grateful acknowledgment shall ever wait 
" and to the world proclaim the faith, truth, andl» 
" nour of a woman. 

" rio, Pr'ythee don't compliment thy friend, !» 
<< bella.— -You heard the colonel, I suppose, 

** Isab. Every syllable; and am pleased to fifldl 
« do not love in vain. 

«< Vio. Thou hast caught his heart, it scenii,** 
<* an hour hence may secure his person. — Thou W 
«« made hasty work on't, girl. 

«* Isab, From thence I draw my happiness; * 
<< shall have no accounts to make up, after consos 
«' mation. 

<• She who for years protraQs her lover'^s pain^ 

<^ jind makes him zuish^ and wait, and sigk in vdh 

« To be his wife^ when late she gives consent^ 

" Finds half his passion was in courtship spent ; 

" Whilst theyy who boldly all delays remove^ 

«« Find every hour a fresh supply of love* [Exeu*' 
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ACrV. SCENE /. 



'&EDERiCK*j House* Enter Felix and Frederick. 

FeUxm 
This hour has been propitious ; I am reconcird to 
iolante, and you assure ine Antonio is out of 
inger, 
Fred, Your satisfaction is doubly mine. 

Enter Lissardo. 

Fe/. What haste you made, sirrah, to bring me 
ord if Violante went home. 

Uss, I can give you very good reasons for my stay, 
r. — Yes, sir, she went home. 

Fred. Oh I your master knows that, for he has been 
Lcre himself, Lissardo. 

Liss, Sir, may I beg the favour of your ear ? 
^FeL What have you to say i 

[TVhispcrsy and Felix seems uneasy* 

Fred, Hal Felix changes colour at Lissardo's 
gws I What can it be ? 

FeL A Scots footman that belongs to Colonel Bri- 
fen, an acquaintance of Frederick's, say you \ The 
svill If she be false, by Heaven I'll trace her. 
r'ythee, Frederick, do you know one Colonel Bri- 
in, a Scotsman ? 

Fred. Yes ; why do you ask me ? 

Fel, Nay, no great matter j but ra^j iaasv\.0\'5»\s«. 



• - — ..^icu ror 

ateful acknowledgment shall ever y 

, the world proclaim the faith, truth. 

jjf a woman. 

j^ pr'ythce don't compliment thy fri 

^You heard the colonel, I suppose. 

,^. Every syl.ablej and am pleased 

rjtlove in vain. 

lo. Thou hast canght his heart, it se 

5ur hence may secure his person. — T 

5 hasty work on't, girl. 

^^. From thence 1 draw my happ'n 

[ have no accounts to make up, after 

ion. 

ke who for years protraBs her Imer's ^ 

ind makes him wish, and wait, and sigh 

(, be his wife, when late she gives consent 

inds half his passion was in courUkiptp^ 

VhiUt theyy who boldly all delays remove^ 

'ind every hour a fresh sufPh of looe. 



ifi F. A WOMAK KEEPS A SEC&ETt 83^ 

I, CoL No more I don't, sir. 
' JFeL How came you then so well acquainted with 

^er bed ? 

. ^ J'red. Ay, ay ; come, come, unfold. 

V Cd. Why then, you must know, gentlemen, that I 

v«is conveyM to her lodgings by one of Cupid*s emis- 

i^x~ies, called a chambermaid, in a chair, through 

stftty blind alleys, who, by the help of a key, let me 
1^0 a garden. 
^eL *Sdeath 1 a garden 1 this must be Violante's 

j^x-dcn. [Aside. 

^^L From thence condu6led me into a spacious 

^^>m, then dropt me a curtsey, told me her lady 

c> vld wait on me presently; so, without unveiling, 

^jca^lestly withdrew. 

2 ..^el. Damn her modesty ! this was Flora., [jlside. 
-^rtd. Well, how then, colonel \ 

jr ^loL Then, sir, immediately from another door 

;*m^ied forth a lady arm'd at both eyes, from whence 
^c^h showers of darts fell round me, that bad I not 
* ^n covered with the shield of another beauty, I 
■- <d infallibly fallen a martyr to her charms, for you 

ff%^:»st know I just saw her eyes — Eyes did I say ? no, 
^», hold ; I saw but one eye, though I suppose it 

aF-^3 a fellow equally as killing. 

ifi-^el. But how came you to see her bed, sfr? 

a^eath I this expeftation gives a thousand racks. 

{^Asidt, 

»^^ol. Why, upon her maid's giving notice her father 
•-s coming, she thrust me into the beA.-0[vaxc^w • 
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FeL Upon her father's coining I 
Cot, Ay» 80 she said; but putt 
key-hole of the doori I found it wat 
FeL Confound the jilt I 'twas she 

Fred. Ah, poor Colonel I Ha, ha. 
Col. I discover'd they had had a q 
ther they were reconcird or not I ca 
second alarm brought the father in | 
had like to have made the gentlemai 
edy but she found some other strs 
him out 

FeL Contagion seize her, and mali 
as her soul 1 There is nothing left tc 
•Tis plsun 'twas she. — Sure he know; 
this method to insult me. *Sdeath 1 

Fred. So, when she had dispatch 
she paid you a visit in her bed>chamb( 

CoL No, pox take the impertir 
spoil'd my diversion ; I saw her no r 

FeL Very fine I Give me patien( 
shall burst with rage. 

Fred. That was hard. 

CoL Nay, what was worse— Bar 
hearken to this :[To Felix.] The nympl 
me conveyed me out again over th 
wall, where I ran the danger of 1 
broke, for the father, it seems, had 
by which 1 entered. 
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/. That way I miss'd him.— Damn her invention I 

de,'\ Pray, colonel //a, ha^ ha I it's very pUd' 

hay ha I — Was this tlie sam^ lady you met upon 
Terriero dt passa this morning ? 
i/. Faith, I cann't tell, sir ; I had a design to 
V who that lady was, but my dog of a footman, 
m I had order*d to watch her home, fell fast 
p. — I gave him a good beating for his neglect, 
I have never seen the rascal since. 
ed. Here he comes. 

Enter Gibby. 

/. Where have you been, sirrah ? 
b. Troth, Ise been seeking ye, an like ycr ho- 
, these twa hoors and mair. I bring ye glad 
ings, sir. 

/. What, have you found the lady ? 
b, Geud faith ha I, sir — and she's called Donna 
inte, and her parent Don Pedro de Mendosa, 
gin ye will gang wi* me, an like yer honour, Ise 
ye ken the hoose right wecl. 
/. Oh, torture! torture! [Aside. 

f. Ha ! Violante ! that's the lady's name of the 
e where my incognita is: sure it could not be 
at least, it was not the same house I'm confident. 

[ Aside, 
'.d. Violante! 'tis false; I would not have you 
t him, colonel. 

7. The deel burst my bladder, sir, gin I lee. 
L Sirrah, I say you do lici and V\V TX\'3ka'^^>\ ^"^^^ 
H 
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it, you dog; [Kicks him,] and if your master will jus« 
tify you— ■ 

Col. Not I faithy sir — I answer for nobody's Iks 
but my own i if you please, kick him again, 

Gib. But gin he does Ise na tak it, sir, gin he wai 
a thousand Spaniards. [Walks abdut in apassiau 

Col. I ow'd you a beating, sirrah, and Vm oblig'd 
to this gentleman for taking the trouble off my hands; 
therefore, say no more ; d'ye hear, sir ? 

\_ Aside to Gibby. 

Gib. Troth de I, sir, and feel tee. 

Fred. This must be a mistake, colonel, for I kiwfl 
Violante perfedlly well, and I am certain she wooHJ 
not meet you upon the Terrier o de peusa* 

Col. Don't be too positive, Frederick : now l\ffi 
some reasons to believe it w as that very lady. 

Pel. You'd very much oblige me, sir, if you'd W 
me know these reasons. | I 

ai. Sir! 

Fel. Sir, I say, I have a right to inquire into 
reasons you speak of. 

Col. Ha, ha I really, sir, I cannot conceive h^ 
you or any man can have a right to inquire into if 
thoughts. 

Fel. Sir, I have a right to every thing that i< 

lates to Violante and he that traduces her&fl^ 

and refuses to give his reasons for't, is a villain. 

Col. What \\Ae <itv\\ Vv^N^ I been doing I Nfl^ 



th 
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jL»n*t quju-rel liU you knovr 
ikc Tni positive, 
I dare draw my s^ord, I 

.li^pyie, But rhough fight- 

-.t LiuC in love vvith it, and diiok it 

tn .lecliiic this business than pursue 

I mistake ; however, TH give you 

H* Iwve any affair, directly or indi- 

lorc, provided she is your Violanie; 

I id hiippeiT TO be another of her namej 

i)uld not emgro^s all ihc Violsnttiin the 

Villi ty has given me sufficient reasons 10 
uoc mi&takcn, I'll not be imposM upoHi 

i be bully'di sir* 
iiifllj'*dT 'Sdeaihi such another wordj and 
I iKcc (0 thr wall, 

Krr yon strre of that, Spaniard I IDtawi. 

f [/Jr-ffSfJ-] Sjy na niair, inon. O' my saul, 

^s Iwa to iwa« Diuna fear^ sir, Gib by stouds by 

i*r the iionoitr of Scoilastd. [f^apours a6tmt, 

h*4. By Sl Anthony you shaVt fight \^inurpntt,^ 

[ bire suspicion : be certain ©f the injury, and 

WfL Tlmt I will this moment i and then, sir— I 

■ you arc to be fouad^ 

pi. Wbcfiever you please, str< \E^ Felix* 

I'Sbleed, sir 1 there iie*ef wa* at 

ti'd to show his face. 
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Ckangts /0 Viola NT e'j Lodging, EnttrVi^) 

dnJISAPELLA. 

hah. The hour draws on, Violante, ando 
heart bci;ins to tail me ; but I resolve to vent 
all that. 

P^io. What, docn your courage sink, Isabel) 
isdh. Only the t'orce of resolution a little rei 
but rU rally it a^aiii for all that. 

Enter Flora. 
F/iK Don Fi'lix is coming up, madam. 
IsaS. My brother I which way shall I get 
Dispatch him as soun as you can, dear Violan 

[£xi/ into t 

no. I will. 

Enter Felix, in a surly humour. 

Felix, what brings you home so soon } did I 
to-morrow f 

Fel. My passion chokes me ; I cannot spea 
I shall burst! [Aiide. Throws himie/f intt 

yio. Bless \\\t \ are you not well, my Felix 

FeL Yes— No — I don*t know what I am. 

yio. Hey-day I whai*s the matter now ? 
jealous whim 1 

FeL With what aa air she carries it 1— I 
her impudence. 
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[f I were in your place, Felix^- I'd choose to 
ome when these fits of spleen are upon me, 
trouble such persons as are not obliged to 
h them. [/fere he afftSs to be careless of her* 
am very sensible, madam, of what you mean : 
) you, no doubt ; but were I in a better hu- 

should not incommode you less : I am too 
vinced you could easily dispense with my visit* 
Vhen you behave yourself as you ought to do, | 
lany so welcome^but when you reserve me 

ill-nature, I wave your merit, and consider 

ue to myself. And I must be free to tell 

ix, that these humours of yours will abate, if 
•lutely destroy, the very principles of love. 
Rising.] And I must be so free to tell you, 

that since you have made such ill returns to 
e6t that I have paid you, all you do shall be 
nt to me for the future; and you shall find me 

your empire with so little difficulty, that I'll 
: the world your chains are not so hard to 

your vanity would tempt you to believe.— i 
•rook the provocation you give. 
This is not to be borne — insolent I you aban* 
u 1 whom I have so often forbad ever to see 
r 1 Have you not fall'n at my feet ? implored 
Lir and forgiveness ? did you not trembling 
d wish, and sigh, and swear, yourself into 
ni Ungrateful manl if my chains are so 
roke as you pretend, then you are the sil- 
comb living you did uoX >Bit^ \\\t\s\. \^\n!^ 
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ago ; and I must think him capable of brookini 
thing, on whom such usage could make no iroprei 

« hob. [Peepinjf,'] A deuce take your quai 
<* she'll never think on me." 

Fd, I always believed, madam» my weaknes 
the greatest addition to your power ; you wool 
lest imperious had my inclination been less for 
to oblige you. — You have indeed forbad me 
sighty but your vanity even then assured you I « 
return, and I was fool enough to feed your prk 
Your eyes, with all their boasted charms, hxn 
quired the greatest glory in conquering me— - 
the brightest passage of your life is wounding 
heart with such arms as pierce but few persons oi 
rank . [ H^alks about in a grti 

Vio. Matchless arrogance I True, sir, I should) 
kept measures better with you, if the conquest 
been worth preserving i but we easily hazard i 
gives us no pain to lose.- - As for my eyes, yon 
mistaken if you think they have vanquished none 
you : there are men above your boasted rank 
have confessed their power, when their misfortui 
pleasing you made them obtain such a disgrK 
viftory. 

FeL Yes, madam, I am no stranger to your 
tories. 

yio. And what you call the brightest passa| 
my life is not the least glorious part of yours. 

FtL Ha, \\a\ don*t ^ut yourself in a passiooi 

ai for. 1 as&wx^ '^wx^ ^Xfct ^^^ ^^Y iSDall 
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ou no trouble.— —You may meet your sf>arks on 
he Terriero de passa at four in the morning, without 
he least regard to me — for, when I quit your cham- 
er, the world sha'n't bring me back. 

Kio, I am so well pleased with your resolution, I 
on't care how soon you take your leave.— But 
liat you mean by the Terriero de passa at four in the 
lorning I cann*t guess. 

FeL No, no, no, not you. «— -You was not upon 
le Terriero de passa at four this morning. 

Vio. No, I was not ; but if I were, I hope I may 
alk where I please, and at what hour I please, with* 
Jt asking your leave. 

FeL Oh, doubtless, madam I and you might meet 
olonel Briton there, and afterwards send your emis- 

J*y to fetch him to your house and, upon your 

ther's coming in, thrust him into your bed-cham- 
T — without asking my leave. *Tis no business of 
I He, if you are exposed among all the footmen in 
ivn — nay, if they ballad you, and cry you about at a 

If penny apiece they may without my leave. 

^zo. Audacious! don't provoke me don't: my 

Rotation is not to be sported with [Going up to Aim.'] 

this rate no, sir, it is not. [Bursts into tears,] 

Human Felix ! Oh, Isabella ! what a train of 

i thou hast brought on me I [Jside. 

^€l. Ha 1 I cannot bear to see her weep — a woman's 
^rs are far more fatal than our swords, [jiside,"] 
^, Violante— 'Sdeath I what a dog am W Hew 
Ve I no power to stir. Dosl tvoX vYvowVxvw^ %Nis?>ft- 
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swer thee, u» . ^^ ^^^^^ i * . Vve »»* *** 

to be reproacbea ^^^^^„^ i nave 

u i»«« to act. "' 

p./ Did not a 5>cu 

'*'• .u . V\o\antc> ^^^ *nothcr-<*1 

.,,cetneUher,J^^^^.^,^,VcTncforano 1 

^*'^: "^^ \ know not which. ^^^,^, 

^as drunk, i "^^ y^^ow this 5)Co^ ^ 

"^ V«. ^'^*<^°^Je no mo.e «l"'»»o"*' S*" 

for vowr base sosv" ^eave me. 

*="* Vfs vou, tberefore P^»^:%iolante I 

fee gone 3U^t"<""' t^*' "" Tvo" <«>' 
^''^^'^'''u'u not long '""^"P*^ 
/"llsSborntotheUst. „^,,« 

n:; NO. -uu igwe °;-i::VoCo 



y. A WOMAN KEEPS A SECRET. 95 

" hand at parting, however, Violante,won*t you — 
lays his hand upon her knee several tmes,'\ won*t 

won't you- won't you } 

to. [Half regarding him.'] Won't I do what ? 
:/. You know what I would have, Violante. Oh, 
leart ! 

to, [Smiling,'} I thought my chains were easily 
:e. [Lays her hand into his. 

'L [Draws his chair close to her^ and kisses her hand 
rapture,] Too well thou knowest thy strength. 
—Oh, my charming angel 1 my heart is all thy 
. Forgive my hasty passion— 'tis the transport 
love sincere. Oh^ P'iolante^ J^ioUmtel 

Don Pbdro within, 
d. Bid Sancho get a new wheel to my chariot 
jntly. 

io. Bless me, my father returned I What shall 
lo now, Felix ? We are ruined past redemption. 
I, No, no, no, my love, I can leap from the 
t window. 
[Runs to the door where Isabella », who claps to the 

door^ and bolts it withinside, 
lb, [Peeping,] *» Say you so ? But I shall prevent 
u." 

/. Confusion 1 Somebody bolts the door within- 
ril see who you have concealed here, if 1 die 
. Oh, Violante 1 hast tliou again sacrificed me 
y rival. [Draws, 

to. By Heaven, thou hast ivo iw^\'vc\ xk^>c«.^\\^ 



r. A WOMAN KE£FS A SfiCRET. 97 

'io. As I was at my devotion in my closeti I heard 
id knocking at my door, mixed with a woman's 
e, which seemed to imply she was in danger— 
f/. I am confounded 1 [Aside* 

to. I flew to the door with the utmost speed, 
re a lady veiled rushed in upon me ; who, falling 
[ler knees, begged my protection from a gentle- 
ly who she said pursued her. I took compassion 
ler tears, and locked her into this closet ; but in 
surprise having left open the door, this very per- 
whom you see with his sword drawn ran in, pro- 
ing, if I did not give her up to his revenge, he*d 
e the door. 

el. What in the name of goodness does she mean 
o ? hang me ? [Aside* 

''to, I strove with him till I was out of breath, and 
you not come as you did he must have entered— 
he's in drink, I suppose; or he could not have 
n guilty of such an indecorum. [Leering at Felix, 
W. Vm amazed 1 
V/. The devil never failed a woman at a pinch:— 

It a tale has she formed in a minute I In drink, 

►tlia 1 a good hint : I'll lay hold on't to bring my- 
ofF. [/iside. 

W. Fie, Don Felix ! — no sooner rid of one 

il, but you are commencing another.- To 

mlt a lady with a naked sword, derogates 
ch from the character of a gentleman, I assure 
[. 

""el. [Counterfeits drunkenntsi,'\ 'WYvo^ \ ^^"^ax^^- "*- 
I 
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the bdy 

would httvc leized this tMsdj poEtic 41 
Mghira f^ Let her come out, and di 

eMl > - Pfaifp «ir, cofninaad the door f4 
and kt her frove me a fiar^ if Uie k 
I haire been drinking Cbref» and Chui 
Ruqguiidjr, ai^ other French wuiei^ lir, 
Qnvn CDontty far all that« 

/'f^. Ay, tty, who doubts ft, sir I 
Violaixte, jJtd let the lady come our 
rmnt ihce he sha'n*t hurt her. 

FeL iV^, Wr I V0ii*i Aurf ric demr 
whkh way will %he ceme oiff 

^»»» [6Wocjb fif d^r.j Come forthf 

ftbali dare to touch your veil 1*11 

with safety, or lose oiy life*^ 1 

fttaruli ine^p 



■^ 
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1 



hak Excellent girl I i 

FfL The dev\\{ — a woman I — ^I'U scei 

rcaUy so. I 

Fm {Te Felix,] Get clear of my fkthCj 

tow me to the Ttrriiro de fiasiat where ail 

flhali be re^lified* [Exti sj«l 

[Dm Felix offtrt lej 

%dm [Djatuing Au sw(frd.] Not a Mcp, I 

« ^a^t your recovery^ 1 never sutter 

tUty to be Nwt^tcd in my house^ 1 

Don VeViK htte. \;\V\ '^^wt ^^>&R:t'siS 
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ante. Come, sir, you and I will take a pipe and a 

>ottle together. 

Fd. Damn your pipe, and damn your bottle I— I 
sate drinking and smoking, and how will you help 
" ourself, old whiskers } 

Ped, As to smoking or drinking you have your li- 
berty ; but you shall stay, sir. 

Fel. But I won't stay — for I don't like your com- 
pany ; besides, I have the best reasons in the world 
^r my not staying. 

Ptd. Ay, what's that ? 

PeL Why I am going to be married, and so good bye. 

Ped. To be married! — it cannU be, Why^ you art 
^wi, Felix, 

Fel. Drunk! ay^ to be sure\ you doiCt tidnk Vdgo to 

- ynarried if I were sober but drunk or sober ^ I am 

^ing to be marriedyfor all that and if you wonU be^ \ 

^T^< me^ to convince you I *ll skew you the contraB^ old 

■^ztleman, 

^ed. Ayy do ; come, let^s see this contraQ^ then* 

^**el. YeSf yesy Pll shew you the contra^^^IHl skew 

** the contraQ. Here^ sir — her^s the contraB, 

[Draws a pistol, 
^ed. [Starting.] Wellj well^ Vm convinced'^gOy go-^ 
«*y go and be married^ sir, 

^el. Tes, yes; I HI go — I* II go and be married \ but 
=^'«'/ we take a bottle first? 
^ed. Noy no — pray^ dear sir, go and be married, 
^el. F'ery well, very well; [Going.] but i insist upon 
^r taking one glass, though. 
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Ped. NOf not now — some other time^^cons 
waits, 
\ Fel. What a cross old fooU first ke wiii 
wovCt} and then ke will, and then he tunmU, 

Enter Servant, 

Serv, Here's Don Lopez de PimentcH 
you» senior. 

Pid. What the devil does he want ? he 
to be married too— Bring him up ; he' 
4>f his son, I suppose. 

Enter Don Lopez. 
Lop, I am glad to find you at homCy Di 
was told that you was seen upon the roa( 
afternoon. 

Ped. That might be, my lord 5 but I h 
fortune to break the wheel of my cha 
obliged me to return.— -What is your p 
me, my lord ? 

Lop, I am informed that my daughtei 
house. 

Ped, That's more than I know, my Ion 
was your son, just now, as drunk as an er 
Lop, My son drunk! — I never saw him 
my life— —Where is he, pray, sir ? 
Ped, Gone \o be married. 
Lop. Marntd\— "XovjVoTOiX— \. ^swJxN 
litcdanyV>odM. 

M. Nay, IVLtvoN^ tvox\Cxtv?,^'^>^^^^-" 
td nu ih€ contraa— '^^^^^^ 
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Enter Servant, 

lid my daughter come hither 5 she'll tell you anothe 
tory, my lord. 

Serv. She's gone out in a chair, sir. 

Fed, Out in a chair! — what do you mean, sir ? 

Serv. As I say, sir ;— and Donna Isabelki went in 
lother just before her. 

Lop. Isabella I 

Serv, And Don Felix followed in another;— I 
i^erheard them all bid the chaar go to the Terriers 
* passa. 

Ped, Ha I what business has my daughter there ? I 

% confounded, and know not what to think— within 

lere. [ExU. 

Lop» My heart misgives me plaguily. — Call me an 

I5uazil^ril pursue them straight. [£*£f. 

SCENE III. 



nges to the Street before Don PEDko'i House, Enter 

LiSSARDO. 

!W. I wish I could see Flora methinks I have 

ankcring kindness after the slut we must be 

iciied. 

Enter GiBBY* 

. Aw my sal, sir, but Ise blithe to find yee here 

Ha, brother! give tuc \V\^ Vv^^^'^^'l • 
Vo se fast, se ye mcr-BtcvYitx m^tx^tX^^^^^^ 
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Col. Hey-day I what's here to do } 

Gib. This is the loonlike tik, aa lik your 

lat sent me heam with a lee this morn. 
CoL Come, come, 'tis all well, Gibby ; let him ri» 
Ped. 1 am thunderstruck — and have no power H 

>cak one word. 
FeL This is a day of jubilee, Lissardo ; no qlla^ 

filing with him this day. 
Ifii. A pox take his fists I— Egad, these BritM 

re but a word and a blow. 

Enter Don Lopez. 

Lop. So, have I found you, daughter \ Then fM 
ave not hanged yourself yet, I see. 

CoL But she is married, my lord. 

Lop. Married 1 2^unds I to whom ? 

CoL Even to your humble servant, my lord, tf 
ou please to give us your blessing. [jCMrii| 

Lop. Why, hark ye, mistress, are you really marricdl I 

Jiab, Really so, my lord. I 

Lop, And who are you, sir } 

Col, An honest North- Briton by birth, and ico* 
onel by commission, my lord. 

Lop, An heretic I the devil! [Holding up kit kad^ 

Ped, She has played you a slippery trick, indeed^ 
ay lord. — Well, my girl, thou hast been to see thf 
riend married — next week thou shalt have a betU 
lusband, my dear. \To Violantti 

FeL Next week is a \\U\fc Voo %ooxi^ ia \ \Y«i^^ 
^c longer than that. 
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Ped, What do you mean, sir } You have not made 
I rib of my daughter too, have you ? 

Fio, Indeed but he has, sir : I know not how, but 
lie took me in an unguarded minute — when ray 
Aoughts^were not ^glyer- strong for a. nunnery, fa- 
ther. 

/A>p. Your daughter has play'd you a slippery trick 
•oo, signior. 

Ped. But your son shall never be the better for't, 
3ny lord ; her twenty thousand pounds was left on ^ 
certain conditions, and Pll not part with a shilling. 

Lap, But we have a certain thing, call'd law, shall ^ 
anake you do justice, sir. 

Ped. Well, we'll try that my lord, much good 

may it do you with your daughter-in-law« [Exit. 

Lop. I wish you much joy of your rib. [Exit, 

Enter Frederick. 

Fei. Frederick, welcome ! — I sent for thee to be 
partaker of my happiness, and pray give me leave to in- 
Produce you to the cause of it. 

Fred. Your messenger has told me all, and I sin- 
cerely share in all your happiness. 

Col. To the right about, Frederick, wish thy friend 
joy. 

Fred. I do with all my soul — and, madam, I con- 
gratulate your deliverance. Your suspicions are 

clear'd now^ I hope, Felix ? 

/W. They are, and I heartily ask tVie coVowOk^^t- 
ion, and wish him happy with my svsxet \ lot \on^ 
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has taught me to know that every man's hap 

consists in choosing for himself. 
Lisu After that rule I fix, here. [To 

Flo, That's your mistake ; I prefer my lady 

vice, and turn you over to her that pleaded rig 

title to yon to-day. 
Iass, Choose, proud fool 1 I sha'n't ask you 1 
Gib, What say ye now, lass — will ye gc yei 

to poor Gibby ?— " What say you," will you 

the reel of Bogie with me ^ 
/«M. That I may not leave my lady, I take ; 

your word ; and though our wooing has been 

I'll by her example love you dearly. " [Musk 
<< FeL Hark, I hear the music ; somebody ha 

** us the favour to call them in. [A country' 
<* Gib, Wounds, this is bonny music I ■Ho 

<* ye that thing that ye pinch by the craig, and 

" the weamb, and make it cry grum, grum I 
" Fred, Oh I that's a guitar, Gibby." 
FeL Now, my Vblante, I shall proclaim thy v 

to the world. 

Let us no more thy sex's conduS blarney 
Since thouWt a proofs to their eternal fame^ 
That man has no advantage^ but the name» 

[Exeunt o 



EPILOGUE. 



WRITTEN BY MR PHILIPS. 



fUSTOM, zoitA all our modern laws combin'df 

^as given such power despotic to mankind^ 

'hat we have only so muck virtue now 

's tAey are pUas^d in f avow to allow i 

%us, like mechanic worh, we* re us*d with scorn^ 

Ind wound up only for a present turn. 

Tme are/or having our whole sex enslaved, 

firming we^ave no souls^ and cannot be saxfd * \ 

*t were the women all of tt^ opinion^ 

^e'd soon shake off this false^ "usurped dominion^ 

^^d make the tyrants own that we cou'd prove 

^s Jit for other business as for love, 

ord / what prerogative might we obtain, 

mid we from yielding a few months refrain / 

ow fondly would our dangling lovers dote I 

^hat homage wou'd be paid to petticoat I 

%ou*d be a jest to see the change of fate ; 

QW might we all of politics debate^ 

romise and swear what we ne'er meant to do, 

fid, what's still harder, Keep our Secrets too* 

A})udwg to an /ron/cai pamphJet tending to ^tONt X^aaJL^N^iTOKC^ 
had no souls. 
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twunrry! Keep a Secret^ says a htamf 
jind sneers at some UUnatut^d wok heiaw | 
But faiths if we should tell but kalfwe i 
There^s wumy a spruce young fellow m this place 
Wou^d never mort presume to skew kkfactm 
Women are not so weak, whatever men prate i 
How many tip-top beaux have had the fate 
T* enjoy from mamma's Secrets their estate ! 
Who, if her early folly had been hnown^ 
Had rid behind the coach thafs now their oam^ 
But here the Wondrous Secret you discover ^ 
A lady ventures for a friend — a lover. 
Prodigious I for my part, I frankly own, ' 
Pad spoiled the Wonder, and the Woman shown. 




The Onginal PROLOGUE. 



WriCttn by Mr. Dhy^eh. 

T^HE bU'ring ^, mken kit tUrp uing isgme. 
Forgets his golim work^ wtd tmms m Srcmt : 
Swek is m satyr^ when yms Ukt mmmy 
nkai TMgtt in wkici kis mUi cnjfMcr /aj^, 
Wkt gmmyout by not snfiringAimto tmuyo f 
He ndtAir can cffiend/oHf now^ nor pUauyt*, 
7%e koney'bag and venom lay so M«r» 
That both tegetAeryou radt^d to tear ; 
And lost your pleasure to secure yomr fear ^ 
How can he show his manhood^ \fy^ ^tnd him 
To box^ lihe boys^ with one hand ty*d behind Aim / 
This is plain levelling of wit ; in which 
The poor has all th' advantage^ not the rich. 
The blochhead stands excu^djor wanting temse {• 
And wits turn Uochheads in their own de/enatm 
Tetf though the stage's traffic is undone^ 
Still Julian* s interloping trade goes on • 
Though satyr on the theatre you smother. 
Yet in lampoons^ you libel one another. 
The first produces still a second jig % 
You whip them out, like school'biys, till they gig • 
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PROLOGUE. XI 



Tet not on what we give, ourjame must rise; 
in what we take away^ our merit lies. 
On no new force bestow* d we found our claim, 
To make wit honest was our only aim : 
If we succeed, some praise we boldly ask 
To make wit honest is no easy task. 



Dramatiis IPerfonae* 



COVENT'GARDEN. 

Men* 

JupiTiiy ------ Mr. Lewif. 

MitcuKY, ----- Mr. Whitfield. 

pHOiBuiy ...--- Mr. Booth. 

Amphitrtoni ----- Mr. Wroughtosi 

Son A, - - - - - - Mr. Quick. 

Gripvs, ------ Mr. Clarke. *'^ 

PoLiDAs, . ------ Mr. Feaioo. V 

Franco, « - - - - Mr. ThompMb \ 



ScBNiy Tbebiu 



I 



f 



Women. 

Alcmema, ----- Mn. Hartkjr. ^ 

Ph/e:dra» . - - . . Mrt. MattQcki* 1 

BsoMiAy ---.-. Mrs* Pitt. 1 

Night, ------ Miu Greeni j 
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AMPHITRYON. 



ACT I. SCENE I. 

Mercury and Phoebus discovered. 

Pkahus. 
Know you the reason of this present summons} 
*Tis neither council- day, nor is this Heaven. 
What business has our Jupiter on earth? 
Why more at Thebes than any other place f 
And why are we, of all the deities, ^ 

Selected out to meet him in consult } 
They call me God of Wisdom ; but the hind. 
That, whistling, turns the furrow to my beams. 
Knows full as much as I. 

Mer. I have discharged my duty, whieh was to 
summon you, Phoebus. We shall know more anon, 
when the thunderer comes down. 'Tis our part to 
obey our father ; and here he iSf 

JuPiTiR descends* 
J»^ No thoughts, not ev'n of god&, ^»%\k\dL Vwasv 
Jove. 
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Your dojbts are all before me ; but my will 
In awful darkness wnpt» uocye can reach. 
Till I wiihdraw the veil. Yet thus far kiunr. 
That, for the good of human kind, this mght 
I shall beget a future Hercules, 
Who shall redress the wrongs of injur'd mortally 
Shall conquer monsters, and reform the world. 

PAa^. Some monal, we presiinie, of CidBn 

blood 

Some Theban beauty 

Jup, Yes, the fair Alcmena. I •^^ 

^You too must be subservient to my purpose. 
Amp^tryon, the brave Theban general, 
Hu omcome his country's foes in fighr. 
And in a single duel klain their king. 
His conquering troops are eager on their march. 
Returning home ; while their young general. 
More eaj^er to review his beauteous wife. 
Posts on before, wing'd with impetuous love. 
And, by to-morrow's dawn, will reach thia town. 

FJ^cci, Then how are we to be employed this 
evening ? 
Time's precious, and these summer nights aie abort; 
I must be early up to light the world. 
, Jup, You sliall not rise There shall be no to- 
morrow. 

AUr. Then the world's to be at an end, I find. 

PAa&. Or else a gap in nature, of a day. 

Jup, The n\g\\\,U uoit tesxiiviC^^XjM^ vkmlmcquU 

pass-, \ 
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'00 soon the dawn would bring Amphitryon back^ 
/"hose place I mean to hold. And sure a day, 
ne day, will be well lost to busy man. 
ight shall coritinite sleep, and care suspend : 
3, many men shall live, and live in peace, 
/horn sunshine had betray'd to envious sight, 
ind sight to sudden rage, and rage to death. 

Phctb, I shall be curs'd by all the lab'ring trades 
!'hat early rise ; but you must be obey'd. 

Jvp. No matter for the cheating part of man ; 
They have a day's sin less to answer for. 

Phab» When would you have me wake ? 

Jup, Your brother Mercury shall bring yourword'. 
[Exit Phoebus in his ckAritfi, 
low, Hermes, I must take Amphitryon's form; 
Thou must be Sosia, this Amphitryon's slave^ 
Vho, all this night, is travelling to Thebes, 
?o tell Alcmena of her lord's approach, 
^nd bring her joyful news of vi6tory# 

Mer, But why must I be Sosia i 

Jup, Dull god of wit — thou statue of thyself 1 
Thou must be Sosia, to keep out Sosia, 
Vhosc entrance well might raise unruly noise, 
knd so distra6t Alcmena's tender soul, 
he wou Id not meet, with equal warmth, my love. 

Mer, Let me alone ; I'll cudgel him away ; 
lit I abhor so villanous a shape. 

Jup, Take it j I charge thee^ on thy duty« taka \i\ 
lor dare to lay it down, till I comtnaudxYitt* 
B ij 
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48^ 
back 
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Night tf/»^rx aSove in ker eJkdrut* 
Look up; the Night is in her silent chariot. 
And rolling just o*cr Thebes. Bid her drive M^ 
Or make a double turn about the world ; 
While I drop Jove, and take Amphitryon^s dretti 
To be the greater, while I seem tlie less. [ExL' 

Mtr. [Ttf Night.] Madam Night, « good evcoul^^ 
you. Fair and softly, I beseech you, madam; 1 1 
have a word or two to you, from no less a god te I la^ 
Jupiter. I Vci 

Night. Oh, my industrious and rhetorical frieiiii,ii 
it you ? What makes you here upon earth at this ni* 
seasonable hour } 

Merc Why, I'll tell you presently } but iini U 
me sit down; for I'm confoundedly tired. 

Night. Fie, Mercury^sure' your tongue nms l» 
fore your wit, now. Does it become a god, think fiB| 
to say that he is tireA) 

Mer. Why, do you think the gods are nndesf 
iron? 

Night, No ; but you should always keep up the ds* 
corum of divinity in your conversation, and leave t» 
mankind the use of such vulgar words as derogpH 
from the dignity of immortality^ 

Mer, Ay, 'tis fine talking, foith, in that easy dis* 
riot of yours : you have a brace of fine geldings be- 
fore yon, and have nothing to do, but to touch (tut 
reigns with your iiti^w wA ^iJoM-tcXi^ ^to^ ^^»«s«){ 



\ 
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fc>ack in your seat, and enjoy your ride wherever you 
please : but *tis not so with me \ I, who am the mes- 
senger of the gods, and traverse more ground, both in 
lieaven and earth, than all of them put together, am, 
thanks to Fate, the only one that is not furnished with 
; « ▼chicle. 

Night. But if Fate has denied you a vehicle, she has 
^bestowed wings upon your feet. 
^ Mer, Yes, I thank her, that I might make the more 
2- haste ; but does making more haste, keep me from 

being tired, d'ye think ? 
J. • Night. Well, but to the business. What have you 
^ to say to me ) 

Met. Why, as I told you , I have a message from 
gi Jupiter : it is his will and pleasure, that you muffle 
up this part of the world in your dark mantle, some- 
, what longer than usual at this time of the year, 
i. Night. Why, what is to be done now } 

Mer. Done I— Why, he is thii night to be the pro- 
. genitor of a demi-god, who shall destroy monsters, 
humble tyrants, and redress the injured ; men are to 
become happy by his labours, and heroic by his ex- 
ample. 

Night. Jupiter is very gracious indeed to mankind ; 
but 1 am not much obliged to him fur the honourahje 
employment he has been pleased to assign me in this 
business ? 

Mer. Not obliged to him, madam? — Why so?— 
You WHS always a fncn& to mankxnd*, ^itv^ \\^ ^\5^^. 
B iij 
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asorably think yoa would take ^leaniK in 6kxi\-\% 
eir homtge upon lo importwil an occaiion* 
NigAt, Pleaiure I What^ In takm^ ixpoo me ihe pm^ 
lioui chara6ter— « charafler that^-^ 

Mer, Come, cone, mfldtfli) that h go(»4 afnhiti 
Kxl comes; this is a safe pnndple form deUi«^ 
hatever it is for mortals, who can no more s« ^ 
fosequences of their own aCHona, tliaji wlialit 
ihind your curtain* 

Nigki, SiTf I beg pa r don 1 acknowtedgt^ sir, 
Ai are much better acquainted with the»c iff^iin tMi 
im } and therefore will e'en accept of my cmptof 
ent| relying wholly upon your judgment. 

Mtr» Not so fast, good Madam Night | none «t 
Mr inuendoesy if you please : you arc reined oM 

be so shy as you pretend ; and 1 know that you ai* 
e trusty confident of many a private treaty* m^ 
ive as little to boast of, in some particuJarSf as I. 
Nigkt. Welly Weill 4d not let us expose cmrs«W»i^ 
e malicious laughter of numkindt by our quarreli* 

Mer. About your business, then; put a spoke into 
ur chariot-wheelSy and order the seven sUrs to M, 
lile 1 put myself into the habit of a scrying- maiir 
d dress up a false Sosia, to wait upon a falde Am- 
litryon. Good night. Night. 
Nigkt. My scnricc to Jupiter, Farewell, Mcreurfi 
[Night goes hackward^ £xU Mercuryf 
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SCENE II. 



AlATHiTKYOV^s Palace. . Enter Alcueh A. 
.Ale. Why was I married to the man I love ? 
Hf had he been indifferent to my choice, 
" had been hated, absence had been pleasure : 
It now I. fear for my Amphitryon's life* 
r home, in private, and secure from war, 
ifa amidst an host of armed foes; 
^staining all his cares, pierced with his wounds ; 
tidy if he falls (which, oh, ye gods, avert I) 
on in Amphitryon slain. Would I were there, 
[)d he were here-^so might we change our fates, 
lat he might grieve for me, and I might die for him. 

Enter PHiEDRA, running, 
Phad. Good news, good news, madam— Oh, such 
mirable news, that if I kept it in a moment, I should 
irst with it. 

Ale. Is it from the army ? 
Phad, No matter. 
jilc. From Amphitryon ? 
Phad, No matter, neither. 

Ale. Answer me, I charge thee, if thy good news 
any thing relating to my lord ; if it be, assure 
yself of a reward. 

Phad. Ay, madajn, now you say something to the 
alter. You know the business oi a ^oot vii\VssvV 
man here upon earth, is to be scrapvtv^ >3k^ ^oxftfc- 
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thing against a rainy day, called the day of marriage; 
every one in our own vocation. But what matter ii 
it to me if my lord has routed the enemy, if I get ao- 
thing of their spoils ? 
jiic. Say, is my lord viflorious } 

Pkad, Why, he is viflorious. Indeed I prayed dfr 
vouily to Jupiter for a vidory ; by the same tokie% 
that you should give me ten pieces of gold, if I 
brought you news of it. 

Ate, They are thine ; supposing he be safe too< 

Phttd, Nay, that's a new bargain ; for I vowed II 
Jupiter, that then you should give me ten pieces mote. 
But I do undertake for my lord*s safety^ if yoavl 
please to discharge Jupiter of the debt, and take I 
upon you to pay. 

Ale. When he returns in safety, Jupiter and I «1 
pay your vow. 

Phctd. And I am sure I articled with Jupiter, tht 
if I brought you news, that my lord was upon retnn^ 
you should grant me one small favour more,thatwB 
cost you nothing. ^ 

Ak* Make haste, thou torturer ; is my Amphitryoa 
upon return ? 

Phctd, Promise me that I shall be your bed-fello* 
to-night, as I have been ever since my lord's ab- 
sence unless I shall be pleased to release you ^ 

your word. 

Ale, Thafs a small request ; 'tis granted. 

Phad, ButsweaT,b^^v\v^\^x, 

jlic, 1 swear, by ^u^^^tt, \ 
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Phdii* Then, I believe, he is vi£h»rious; and I know 
t is safe : for 1 looked through the key*hole, and sa^ 
m knocking at the gate. 

Ale. And wouldst thou not open to him^ Oh, diou 
aitress! 

Phttd. No, I was a little wiser. I left Sosia's wife 
- let him in ; for I was resolved to bring the news, 
id make my pennyworths out of him, as time shall 
cw. 

«fr Jupiter in the shape §f Amphitryon, ««//& 
So«ia'j wife^ Bromia. He hisses and embraces 
Alcmena. 

Jup, Oh, let me live for ever on those lips I 
'he ne6lar of the gods to these is tasteless, 
swear, that were I Jupiter^ this night 
would renounce my Heav'n to be Amphitryon. 
Alct Then, not to swear beneath Amphitryon's oath» 
Porgive me Juno, if I am profane) 
swear, I would be what I am this night, 
.nd be Alcmena, rather than be Juno. 
Brom, Good, my lord — what's become of my poor 
*dfel]ow, your man, Sosia } What, I say, tho' I am a 
oor woman, I have a husband as well as my lady. 
Phced, And what have you done with your old 
iend, and my old sweetheart. Judge Gripus? If he 
; rich, 1*11 make him welcome, like an lionourable 

lagistrate j but if not 

AU. My lord, you tell me nollVuvgoi V\^\i^V\^% 
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\% Thebes vi^orious? Are our foes destroyed) 
For, now I find you safe^ I should be gUd 
To hear you were in danger. 

Bram. [P^Uing him <m one lu^r.] I asked the 
question ; answer me^ my lord. 

Pkad. {Pulling Aim on foiker side. ] Peace 1 i 
a lover, and yours but a husband : amd my jo 
my lord too ; the title shall fake place* and I « 
answered. 

Jup. Sosia is safe^Gripus is rich — both coo 
I rode before them with a lover's haste.— —> 

Ale, Then I, it seems, am last to be regarda 

Jup. Not so, my love, but these obstrq 
tongues 
Have snatdi'd their answers first— th«y will be) 
Let us retire where none shall interrupt us; 
1*11 tell thee there the battle and success. 
£ut I shall oft begin, and then break off} 
For love will often interrupt my tale. 
And make so sweet confusion in our talk, 
That thou shalt ask, and I shall answer things, 
That are not of a piece, but patch'd with kisse 
And nonsense shall be eloquent in love. 

Ale, I am the fool of love, and find within i 
The fondness of a bride, without the fear. 
My whole desires and wishes are in you. 
Great Juno I thou, whose holy care presides 
O'er wedded love, thy choicest blessings pour 
On this auspicious m^VvX.* 
Jup. Juno may ^rndst-, lot ^\xt m^^^^« -^ 
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ose bright eyes : but Jupiter will grant, 

doubly bless this night. 

ad. [/iside.'] But Jupiter should ask my leave 

:. Bromia, prepare the chamber ; 
tedious journey has dispos*d my lord 
;ek his needful rest. {Exit Broniia. 

q^, 'Tis very true, madam ; the poor gentleman 
needs be weary : and, therefore, 'twas not ill 
ived that he must lie alone to-night, 
r. [To Jup.] I must confess, I made a kind of 

promise. 
(zd. [Almost crying.'] A kind of promise, do you 
t ? I see you would fain be coming off. I am 
you swore to me, by Jupiter, that I should be 
bedfellow ; and I'll accuse you to him too, the 
prayers I make ; and 1*11 pray on purpose too, 
[ will. 

^. Oh, the malicious hilding I 
;. 1 did swear, indeed, my lord. 
p. Forswear thyself; for Jupiter but laughs 
>vers perjuries. 

ad. The more shame for him, if he does* 
p» Alcmena, come— — 
:. [Sighing,'] She has my oath ; 
sure she may release it, if she please s - 
ad. Why, truly, madam, I am not cruel in my 
re to poor distressed lovers ; for it may b« tec; 
case another day : and, therefoi^^ \l m^ \o\^ 
fs to consider me<' 
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have been kept waking, without tipping one 

of sleep, these three nights. 
T. Of what quality are you, fellow ? 
r. Why, I am a man, fellow — Courage, Sosia — 
T. What kind of a man ? 
r. Why, a two-legged man ; what man should I 

[j^stde,] I must bear up to him ; he may prove 
rant a milksop as'myself. 

rf . Thou art a coward, I Warrant thee ; do I not 
thy teeth chatter in thy head ? 
y. Ay, ay, that's only a sign they would be snap- 
at thy nose — [Aside.] Bless me, what an arm and 
le has ! with great thumbs too, and goUs and 
:kle-bones of a very butcher, 
pr. Sirrah, from whence come you, and whither 
ou ? Answer me directly, upon pain of assassi- 
m. 

•5. I am coming from whence I came, and am 
g whither I go ; that's direfliy home. Tho* this 
mewhat an uncivil manner of proceeding, at the 
sight of a man, let me tell you. 
er. Then, to begin our better acquaintance, let 
first make you a present of this small box o* the 

[StriAfs Aim, 

)s. If I were as choleric a fool as you are, now, 
: Would be fine work betwixt us two; but I am a 
2 better bred tlian to disturb the sleeping neigh- 
rhood; and so good -night, friend- ^oiii^* 

f^r. [S/t?///ff^Am.] Hold, sir; you audi itt.vv?X^^^^ 
so easily. Once more, whither ^rc '^ow ^o\yv^^ 
Ciij 
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Why, I tit goinf •• fiMt as I catu to get outif 
ach of your clutdiefl. Let mt hm only knock 
t door there, 
r. What butinett Iwve yoa «t that door, simht 

This is our houie) and when I'm fm mVU 
>tt more. 

'. Whose house is thtt> nuiciiiess, tlmi you wit 
liliar with to call it ours) 

*Tis minei in die first place i and next, my 
r*s ; for I lie in the gamt| and he lie^ tinder me, 
'• Hare your master and you no n^tmrs, %imhl 
I His name it Amphitryon-^^Hear that, and 
le. 
'. Whaty my lord general } 

OhI has his Aame mollified youf f 
;ht you down a peg lower already, friend. 
'. And your name is* 

Lord, friendy you are so rery troubleiofne*^- 
should my name be but Sosia r 
'• How, Sosia, say you : how long have 'p$ 
up that name, sirrah } 

Here's a fine question I Why, I ncytr took it 
iend; it was bom with me. 
• What, was your name bom Sosta f Take this 
nbrance for that lie. {Siais kim. 

Hold, friend ; you are so Tcry flippant wUh 
hands, you won't hear reason. Wh^it offetiot 
y name done you, that you should beat me Tof 
», O, S, I, A J dney iiei* w^\ \uM«sx,\fiKifl^ 
tcTS, as any mie in i8bit^rt«lte iN^^m^wi. 
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Mrr. I have no quarrel to the name, but that 'tia 
Vn too good for you, and 'tis none of yours, 

Sos. What, am not I Sosia, say you \ 
^Mer, No. 

Sos, I should think you are somewhat merrily dis- 
losed, if you had not beaten me in such sober sad- 
leas. You would persuade me out of my heathen 
Uime, would you ? 

Mer» Say you are Sosia again, at your peril, sirrah. 

Sos. I dare say nothing; but thought is free. But, 
whatever I am caHed, I am Amphitryon's man, and 
the first letter of my name is S too. You had best 
tell me that my master did not send me home to my 
lady, with news of his vi6tory. 

Mer. I say he did not. 

Sos, Lord, lord, friend, one of us two is horribly 
j;iven to lying I— ^But 1 do not say which of us, to 
tToid contention. 

Mer. I say my name is Sosia, and yours is not. 

Sos. I wish you could make good your words ; for 
hen I should not be beaten, and you should. 

McT. I find you would be Sosia, if you durst . 

* but if I catch you thinking so 

*< Sos. I hope I may think I was Sosia ; and I can 

* find no difference between my former self and my 
< present self $ but that 1 was plain Sosia before, and 
' now I am lac'd Sosia." 

Mer, Take this for being so impudent to think so. 

\Btat& K\m* 
Sci. [Kfue/ing.] Truc^ a little, I besctcVi >\v^^* "^ 
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would be a stock or a stone nowr, by my good will, 
and would not think at all for self-preservation. Bit 
will you give tne leave to argue the matter fairly «ilfc 
youy and promise roe to depose that cudgel, if I cm 
prove myself to be that man tUit I was before I mi 
beaten. 

«* Men Well, proceed in safety. I promise yoal 
« will not beat you. 

«< Sos. In the first place, then^ is not this tovi 
" called Thebes ? 
«' Afer. Undoubtedly. 

" Sos. And is not this house Amphitryon*S } 
« Mer, Who denies it ? 

•• Sos. I thought you would have denied that too 
" for all hang upon a string. Remember then, tha 
** these two preliminary articles are already grantd 
•* In the next place, did not the aforesaid Amphitryo 
•* beat the Teleboans, kill their king, Pterelas, as 
<< send a certain servant, meaning somebody^ thatfi 
** sake's sake shall be nameless, with news of I 
** victory, and of his resolution to return to*morrof 
" Mer. This is all true, to a very tittle : but whc 
<« that certain servant ? there's all the question. 
<* Sos, Is it peace or war betwixt us } 
•* Mer. Peace. 

" Sos. I dare not wholly trust that abomina' 

<* cudgel. But 'tis a certain friend of yours and m 

*^ that had a certain name before he was beaten 

fit. But if yovi axe ai loa^ >L\vax ^^^^tvd uot al 

tiierupon force aud\>xvjX«Xv\^^\i\axvi\sv««\«i 
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' upon reason, itow do you bring better proofs that 
' you are that same certain man ; and in order to it, 
^ answer me to certain questions. 
' « Mer. I say I am 3osia, Amphitryon's man, 
' What reason have you to urge against it ? 

** Sos. What was your father's name ? 

" Mer. Davus 5 who was an honest husbandman^ 
'" whose sister's name was Harpage, that was married 
' and died in a foreign country. 

** Sos, So fer you are right, I must confess; and 
^ your wife's nartie is— — 

«* Mer, Bromia — a devilish shrcw of her tongue^ 
^ and a vixen of her hands, that leads me a mtse- 
' rable life 

*• Sos, By many a sorrowful token. This must be I. 

•« Mer, I was once taken upon suspicion of burg- 

* lary, and was whipped through Thebes, and brand- 

* ed for my pains. 

** Sos, Right me again. But if you are I, as I be- 

* gin to suspe6l, that wliipping and branding might 

* have been passed over in silence for both our cre- 

* dits." And yet, now I think on*t, if 1 am I, 

» I am I) he cannot be I. All these circumstances 
c might have heard ; but I will now interrogate him 
pon some private passages, [/istde,'] What was 
Amphitryon's share of the booty > 

Mfr. A buckle of diamonds, consisting of five 
irge stones, which was worn as an ornament by 
*tere}as,' 
Sof. What does he intend to do vi\v\v\\.\ 
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Mi'. T'. ^rfrrnt \f t-^ ^^'S wife, AlctiU 

Sos. And where is it now i 

Mfr. \ n a case,| scaled with my master*! 

Soi, This is prodigious, I confess f- 
nothing, now I think, on't ; for soine 
may have revealed it to him. [^y^side.y 
another question to ask you, of somewh 
only betwixt myself and me — If you ar 
were you doing in the heat of battle ? 

Mer, What a wise man should, that 
for his own person. I ran into our tent, 
self amongst the baggage. 

Sos* [Aside.] Such another cutting a 
must provide myself of another name. [ 
how did you pass your time in that same 
You need not answer to every circumstai 
now ; you must lie a little, that I may 
more me. 

Mer. That cunning shall not serve ] 
circumvent me out of my name. I i 
naked truth*— There stood a hogsheac 
which my lord reserved for his own drii 

Sos, [Aside,] Oh, the devil I As sur 
must have hid himself in that hogsheadj 
never have known that, 

Mer, And by that hogshead, upon 
there lay the kind inviier and provol 
drinking 

Sos. Nay, now \ Vx^ivt c^v\^\. ^^' 

ther inviter iK>r vtovoVer \ ^ot \ >n^ 
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Mer. A lusty gammon o f 

•Sw. Bacon I- — That word has quite made an end 
^ me— Let me see— This must be I, in spite of 
*i^>— But let me view him nearer. 

[Walks about Mercury zuith his dark lantern. 

JIfrr. What are you walking about me fotr, with 
Our dark lantern } 

^os. No harm, friend ; I am only surveying a par- 
cel of earth here that 1 find we two are about to bar- 

;^Jn for. [Aside.'\ He*s damnable like me, that's 

Crtain.— ^/mj^Wi, there's the patch upon my nose, 
' 5 th a pox to him — Item^ a very foolish face, with a 

*«ig chin at the end on't //««, one pair of sham- 

ping legs, with two splay feet belonging to them.— 
fc«id — summa totalis^irom head to foot all my body 
l^parel.— [Tb Mer.] Well, you are Sosia : there's 
'^ denying it. But what am I then ? for my mind 
**Xsgives me I am somebody still, if I knew but who 
»*ere. 

JMer, When 1 have a mind to be Sosia no more, 
■^«n thou may'st be Sosia again. 

«5m. I have but one request more to thee that, 

^Oiigh not as Sosia, yet, as a stranger, 1 may go into 
'^^t house, and carry a civil message to my lady. 

Mer. No, sirrah ; not being Sosia, you have no 
^^ssage to deliver, nor lady in this house. 

^os. Tliou canst not be so barbarous, to let me lie 
^ the streets all night, after such a journey and such 

Iseaiting; stnd therefore I am reso\ve<i voY.YvQiOk^ 
^e door in my own defence, 
it 
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Mer, If you come near the door, I recall my 
and break off the truce — and then expe6i— 

[IfaldsMpJun 

Sos. No, the devil take me if I do expe^— 
Celt too well what sour fruit that crab-tree bean 
rather beat it back upon the hoof to my Lord 
phitryon, to see if he will acknowledge me for 
if he does Jiot, then I am no longer his slave; t 
my freedom dearly purchased with a sore drub 
if he does acknowledge me, then I am Sosia s 
so far 'tis tolerably well : but then I shall have 
cood drubbing for an unfortunate ambassadc 
am ; and that's intolerable. 

Mer, I have fobbed his excellency pretty 
Now let him return^ and make the best of hi 
dentials. But here comes Jupiter. 

JEnier Jupiter leading A lcmena, followtdhjX 
DRA, Pages with torches before them, 

Jup, Those torches are offensive ; stand aloe 

[Tothel 
For tho' they bless me with thy heav'niy sight, 

[3 
They may disclose the secret I would hide. 
The Thebans must not know I have been here 
Detradting crouds would blame me, that I stole 
These happy moments from my public charge. 
To consecrate to thee ; and I could wish 
That none were v.*ui\e&?, ol x\a ^^^'ix^Vivii ahe 
By whom it is api^tov'd 
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Met, Yes, of thy brewing, I thank thee for it. Oh, 
liow I should hate thee now, if I could leave loving 
thcc! 

Phad. Not a word of the dear golden goblet, as 
you hope for you know what, Sosia, 

Mtr, You give me hope then 

Phtd, Not absolutely hope neither : but gold is a 
great cordial in love matters ; and the more you ap- 
ply of it, the better \^/isideJ\ I am honest, that's 

certain ; but when I weigh my honesty against the 
^blet, I am not quite resolved on which side the 
scale will turn. {Exit Phaedra. 

iftr. [Aloud.] Farewell, Phaedra 5 remember me to 
my wife, and tell her 

Enter Bromia. 

Brom. Tell her what? traitor I that you are going 
Qway without seeing her. 

Men That 1 am doing my duty, and following my 
master. 

Brom, Umph— ^so brisk tool Your master could 
leave his army in the lurch, and come galloping home 
Ht midnight, and steal to bed as quietly as any mouse, 
1 warrant you : my master knew what belonged to a 
married life; but you, sirrah you trencher-car- 
rying rascal ! you worse than dunghill-cock I that 
stood clapping your wings and crowing without doors, 
when you should have been at roost, '^ow n'^^vcA— ' 

Mr, Hold your peace, dame ?atl\ex., ^xv^ \«» 
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** Sprinkled by fttSi and with a spanng hand. 
** Cotint all our joys, from childhood cv'n to age 
** They woiifd but maVc a day of every year. 
*' Oh, would I he gods com p me the quintessence 
** In seventy day S| and take the resta^vayl** 

Jup* By Htav*n, thy ev'ry word and look, Alcmi 
Fans the fierce flame thy chartns have k:itdled he 
My love, encreasM by thine, as fn e by fire. 
Mounts with more ardour in a brighter blaae. 
But yet oi>« scruple pains ine at my par ling ; 
I love so nicely, that I caunot bear 
To owe tny pleasures to submissive duty : 
Tell me, and sooth my passiniij that you give 
All to the lover J and forget the hnsband. 

** Aic* And yet, my lord, the hubband's right al 
** Can juMify the love that burn*s for you : 
**^ Nor do I suffer aught tliat would suggest 
"The scruple which your fond desire has raised* 

« Ju^, Oh I tliat you lov'd hkc Eiet then you wo 
'* find 
" A thousand thousand niceties tn love 
" The common love of sex ro sex is brutal i 
** But love refin'd will fancy to itaelf 
" Millions of gentle cares, aiid sweet disqukts. 
" The being happy is not half the joy j 
*' The manner of the happiness is alK 

' Ak. Confessing that you love and are bcl< 
^ Rest iiappy in ihai thought, nor wish to lose 

TJie riglvt that cous^tialt^ v\\e W-v^f ^V^* 

'* Jupt i an\ al once iL\<iNtt we^i^xv^K^i^oas^^ 
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Mir. Ay, you are too much a woman of honour, 
to my sorrow : many a poor husband would be glad 
to compound for less honour in his wife, and more 
quiet. Be honest and continent in thy tongue, and 
do thy worst with every thing else about thee. 

Brom. Thou wouldst have me a woman of the 
town, wouldst thou I to be always speaking my hus* 
band fair, to make him digest his cuckoldom more 
easily : wouldst thou be a wittal, with a vengeance to 
thee ? I am resolved I'll scour thy hide for that 
'word. [Holds up her ladle at him, 

Mer. Thou wilt not strike thy lord and husband, 
wilt thou? [She courses him about \ Mercury running 
4ibout,'] — [Aside,'\ Was ever poor deity so hen-pecked 
as I am ! Nay, then *tis time to charm her asleep with 
my enchanted rod — before I am disgraced or ra- 
vished— 

[_Plucks out his caduceus, and strihes her upon the 
shoulder with it. 

Brom. What, art thou rebelling against thy anointed 

■i I I'll make thee- How now !- What, has 

the rogue bewitched me 1 I grow dull and stupid on 
the sudden-*— — I can neither stir hand nor foot— 

Ifawning,] 1 caim't so much as wag my tongue— 

neither ; arfd that's the last live— ing part about a— - 
woman [Falls down, 

Mer, [Alone,] Lord, what have I suffered, for being 
l>ut a counterfeit married man one day 1 If ever I 
come to his house as a husband agzCm— ^^vv— 
And yet that then was a lie too— ¥or yiYtt\"^\^'^' 
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there's a neighbour island too, where the men 
all interest. Oh, what a precious generation i 
be, which the men of the island shall propa] 
of the women of the continent I 

Re-enUr Fhjed%A4 
And so much for prophecy; for she's here agi 
1 must love her, in spite of me. 

Pkad, Well, Sosia, and how go matters f 

Mer. Our army is viAorious. 

Pkmd, And my servant, Judge Gripus } 

Mer, A voluptuous gormand. 

Pkfgd, But has he gotten wherewithal to b< 
tuous } Is he wealthy } 

Met* He sells justice as he uses — fleeces 
tebels, and hangs up the poor. 

PAad, Then, while he has money he tm 
love to me. Has he sent me no token ? 

Mer. Yes, a kiss ; and by the same token 
give It you, as a remembrance from him. 

PAad, How now, impudence } A beggarly 
man presume to kiss me I 

Mer. Suppose I were a god, and should m 
to you i 

PAad, I would first be satisfied whether ) 
a poor god or a rich god. 

Mer, Suppose I were Mercury, the god 
chaiidise ? 

PAad. What, t\\e go^ioi ^YRs\\y«^x^^^TA\ 
ft/pedlars and pWfercts^ 
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Aiiiie.] How the gipsy acspi<«a Ml 
I li^d rather yon were Flutiis» tlie god ^ 
or Jupiter, in a goldeti shower* These im 
' us wumeii 1 Ke had the a.rt of mafciiig love. 
»0u think that kings, or god^ eilheri ^et a^ 
1^ by their good (act% I No, ^ti« the ^»kl aad 
sents they can make : tbere'i the firefq^itfite 
ive over their fair subje£U. 
^^AU thu notwithstanding^ 1 muM tdl |otf, 
^Bhs^drai I am desperately in lo^te witJi |«uu 
^H And I mim teil thetf ugly Soiis, thoii ImM 
l^prewithal to be in love* 

n Yes, a poor man may be in Iot^j I hope f 
^]ad, I grant, a poor rogue may be m knttt but 
SAn never make love* Alti, So«b, iIk^ liast 
^ler face to invite mc, nor youth to please mtf nor 
1 to bribe me ; and^ beMdci all thi«, iboa hiisi m 
^K ' Poor, miserable Sotia i Whatj ham, 

E"al 
, Oh, thou merdlesi creatuiet why dott Ihou 
e up that sprite of a wife I 
pAffiif, To rid myself of that devil of a poor Jovtr, 
fCe you arc so lovingly dispostdp Til put joii toge ^ 
T. What, Bromia, I uay, tnakc hasie^ 
Mer, Since thou wilt call her| ihe ^hall have all die 
^ I have gotten in the wars, 
^JiaiL Why, what have you gotten good genlJeman 
dktt besides a legion of — - [Saafts /icrfifhaen. 
IHer. When the enemy was routed^ I bad the pUm- 
ring of a tent. 
^^ D iy 



^6 AMPHITRYON. AQ ///. 

<< of myself, as to the body, and the understanding, 
<< did notwithstanding 6nd that there was a diversity 
<< of the will, and that both in aflion and in suffer- 
a ance " 

Jmpk. [Fiercely pulling Aim away,'] Begone thy 

folly tortures me to madness. 

j41c. [Interposing.] The same strange phrensy has 
possess*d you both ; 
It was from you, not him, I heard the news. 

Ampk, From me ! 

Ale. From you — and when you told me Pterelas'i 
death. 
You gave this jewel, which he us'd to wear. 

Ampk, This is amazing. 
Have I already given you those diamonds. 
The present I reserved } 

Ale. 'Tis an odd question t 
You see I wear 'em; look. 

Amph. Now answer, Sosia. 

Sos^ Yes, now I can answer with a safe conscience, 
as to that point ; all the rest may be art magic— but) 
as for the diamonds, here they are, under safe cus- 
tody. 

Ale. Then what are these upon my arm ? 

[To Sosia. 

Sos. Flints, or pebbles, or some such trumpery of 
enchanted stones. Yet, now I think on*t, madam, 
did not a ccrlain frieud of mine present them to 
youf 
Ale. What friends 
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• jimpk. This must either be a dreim, or drunk, 
nnessy or madness in thee. Leave your buf* 

Mming and lying: I am not in humour to bear it, 
rrah. 

Sos.** I would you should know I scorn a lie, 

am a man of honour in every thing, but just 
ting. I tell you once again, in plain sincerity 

simplicity of heart — that, before last night, I 
er took myself but for one single individual, 
a ; but, coming to our door, I found myself, I 
w not how, divided— and, as it were, split into two 
as. 

fmpA, Leave buffooning; I see you would make 
laugh ; but you play the fool scurvily. 
OS, That may be : but if I am a fool, I am not 
only fool in this company. 
mpA, How now, impudence ? I shall— --• 
w. Be not in wrath, sir — I meant not you. I 
lot possibly be the only fool ; for if I am one fool, 
ust certainly be two fools j because, as I told you, 
n double. 

mpk. That one should be two is very probable I— 
nan had need of patience to endure this gibberish 
e brief, and come to a conclusion, 
w. What would you have, sir? — I came thither, 
the t'other I was there before me ; for that there 
e two Ts, is as certain as that I have two eyes in 

head of mine. This I, that am her^, N«J^^ n««m^ \ 
t'other I was fresh. This 1 was ^e^ct«Jtt\^\ ^'sA. 
er I was a he6ior'mg bully 1 . 
E 
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** Amph, And thou expe^est f should believe 
«thcc? 

*' Scs, Noy I am not so unreasonable $ for I could 
•* never have believed it myself, if I had not beea 
*< well beaten into it: but a cudgel, you know, is a 
<< convincing argument, in a brawny fist.— Wbat 
** shall I say, but that I was compelled at last toac- 
** knowledge myself I I found that he was very I» 
** whhout fraud, cozen, or deceit.- ■ Besides, I 

*< viewed myself, as in a mirror, from head to foot- 
<* he was handsome, of a noble presence, a charmifl^ 
<< air, loose and free in all his motions^and saw be 
<< was so much I, that I should have reason to be 
** better satisfied with my own person, if his hands 
*' had nut been a little of the heaviest." 

Ampk. Once again to a conclusion : say you passed | 
by him, and entered into the house. 

Sos, I am a friend to truth, and say no sucbtbiog: 
he defended the duor, and I could not enter. 

jimpk. How, not enter \ 

Sas, Why, how should I enter? — unless I were t 
sprite to glide by him, and shoot myself through locks 
and bolts, and two -inch boards ? 

AmpA. Ohy coward 1 — Didst thou not attempt to 
pass t 

Sos. Yes :— and was repulsed, and beaten fornf 
pains. 

jimpk. WhobcaliVvtel 

Sm, I beat me. 

Ai-^fk, Didst thou bcc.1 vV^^^X^X 
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jilc. Ungrateful man I 

Amphi She justi6es it too 1 

Ale, I need not justify : of what am I accusM \ 

Ampk, Of that prodigality of kindness 
Giv'n to another, and usurp'd from me. 
So bless me heav'n, if^ since my first departure, 
I ever set my foot upon this tiireshold. 

Ak. Then I, it seems, am false 1 

Ampk, As surely false, as what thou say'st is true. 
. Ale. I have betray'd my honour, and my love I 
And am a foul adultress \ 

Amph. What thou art. 
Thou stand'st condemn'd to be, by thy relation. 

Ale. Go, thou unworthy man ; for ever go : 
^o more my husband I Go, thou base impostor; 
1?7ho tak*st a vile pretence to taint my fame ; 
^nd, not content to leave, wouldst ruin me. 
Xi^oy thy wish'd divorce : I will not plead 
My innocence of this pretended crime : 
I need not : do thy worst, I fear thee not : 
.For know, the more thou wouldst expose my virtue, 
Xike purest linen laid in open air, 
•Twill bleach the more, and whiten to the view. 

Amph. *Tis well thou art preparM for thy divorce: 
Tor, know thou too, that after this affront, 
rrhis foul indignity, done to my honour, 
. ^Divorcement is but petty reparation. 
3ut, since thou hast, with impudence, afEvTtcv'd. 
Jidy false return, and brib'd my slaves lo vqv\c\\\x» 
TJie truth shall, in fiie face of Thebes^ be c\t9.\*^ \ 
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Can witness they beheld you when you ( 
If other proof be wanting, tell me liow 
I came to know your 6ght, your victory, 
The death of Pterelas in single combat ?■ 

u4mpk, [Turning angrily to Sosia.] Now, raac 
you did not get into the house 
And deliver my message, did you \ 

[Going to strikt 

Sos, Hold, sir, for the sake of truth and men 
Dear madam I [To Alcmena.] as your gentle n 
is a friend to distressed innocence, interpose ii 
behalf. 

jiic, [To Amph.] Why will you not, Amphit 

i^f answer roe } 
Wliat in my question can have turn'd your rage 
On this poor slave } 

Amph. What but gross falsehoods, which he f! 
to mock me ? 

And you abet him But for this 

[h again going to strikt ! 

Sos, Nay, dear sir, do not punish me unheard. 

Jmph. Did you not tell me— — 

Sos, Yes, I did tell you — and I told you truly 
when I would have gone into the house I was b 
away. 

Amph, Well, sirrah, and don't it now appea 

what Alcmena says, that you did get in?* 

Kow else could sV\e Vltvwi xYvt uews I sent you 

nscaW 

Sm. And AoaH \t «t^v^«^t \i>f m>j\i^OK. ^^^ 
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dersi that I was beaten away \ But you will not let a 
man produce his witnesses—— 

Amph. Did you not get in } Answer me that, rogue, 
dire6lly, and without equivocation. 

Sos. Why, yes, it is true — and I must confess that 
in some sense it may be said, I did get it ; though it 
may also, in a certain sense, be truly s^ud, that I was 
beaten away. 

Amph, Why, thou impudent, prevaricating 

Sos, Sir, let me beseVch you, that reason may pre- 
dominate for my sake, and that you would make such 
distindions as the nature of my case requires: it is 
true that I did get in, and it is true that I did not get 
in 5 this I, that is here now, did not get in, but was 
beaten away by t'other I ; but that t'other I did get 
in, and was not beaten away ; — there is a me me, and 
there is a he mc- 

jimph. Audacious slave! 'twere infamy to spare 
thee. 

Phctd. Do, my lord ; pray spare him till he has 
told the rest of his story ; it is but beating him a little 
the more when he has done. 

5w. \laTntUly to Phxdra.] It was at that very door, 
there it is — Iiere was one I, and there was t'other. 

Phad. What, you mean that you squinted, and 
looked two ways at once. 

Sos» I mean no such thing — \Ht now turns from 

ker, and addresses Alcmena.] " U \s wox. ^^vj V^ ws^^ 

*^ oneself understood in these mce ca.'&^'s**- ^^^^\^'* 

*' hem I I say, that 1 being, becoiofc vV^ ^v\^^^' 
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Bimi* [T& kirn mfiriv^u,} Oh^ thttt 1 
helfi to worry ihcc for this abuse,* but the bcl 
ia, I Leave thee in good hiinds— Farewell , thtfi 
Tohirai Bromia. [/TjctePl 

Br&m. No I to be sure you did not beaE mi 
|>ut me into a swoon, and deprive me of ihc f 
use of my langtie for a long half hour : you I 
beat me down with sour iittle wand : but i shall 
you to ntte v^tir rod another time -' 1 shalL 

Soi, Fat her tnto a iwoon with my little wiiH 
SO lonli ; that^s more than ever I could do^ 
are terrible circumitiinces, that some Sosia 
has bceii here. [AiiJt,] W(?ll, but Bramia 
beat thee down with nry lictte wand, 1 warmnl 
monitrcju» kind ro ihec afterwards, 

Brom. Y<% mo*v&traus kind indeed I You 
iaid a truer word ; for, when I cmne ro kiss f 
pulled away your mouth, and turned yoi 
to inc. 

Sas. Goodf 

Brom. Howi goodf Berets fine impude: 
do yuu insult upon mc too ! 

S&s. No, I do not insult Upon you i — but,, 
tain reason that I best know, I am glad I 
ended so fairly and peaccsthly betwixt us. 

Brim. Yes, 'tw^s very fair and peaceabi 
a woman down, and beat her most outra, 

S&i, U it po^sMii lW\ V it\i^\i^d thee ? 

Mram, I ftt\4 ^^\vt A<\i\ Mci^i^wi^ ' 
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ne to no more handy-blows. I shall make bold 
St to my tongue hereafter. You never durst 
ffered to hold up a finger against me, till you 

trooping. 

Then 1 am conqueror ; and I laud my own 
;e. This renown I have achieved by soldier* 
id Stratagem. Know your duty, spouse, hence- 
d, to your supreme commander. [Siruttingi 

Enter Jupiter and Ph^dra. 
d. Indeed^ I wondered at your quick return. 
. Ev'n so almighty loVe wou'd have it, Phaedra; 
I the stern goddess of sweet bitter cares, 
bows our necks beneath her brazen yoke.** 
Id have mann'd my heart, and held it out t 
rhen I thought of what I had possess'd ; 
joys, that never end but to begin, 
ity soon was overborne $ I scom'd 
usy malice of censorious tongues, 
careless to conceal my stolen journey, 
nin'd one day more to spend in Thebes. 
id. And yet a second time you left Alcmena, 
looks unkind that threatened longer absence, 
but ev'n now f 
. Wou'd it had never been I 
o make my peace, 
r^. *ris difficult. 

. But nothing is impossible to\oNt\ 
re like mine: for I have proVCL\X.^ lox^t% 
bmit, r/iere*9 hope. 

F iij 
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PAad. It is possible I may solicit for you. 

Jup, But wilt thou promise me to do thy best ? 

PAad, Why» I promise nothing — unless you begii 
To promise first. [CwrtspHg 

Jup. I wo'not be Ungrateful. 

PAad. Well ; I'll try to bring her to you. 

Jup. That's all I ask : 
And I will so reward thee, gentle Phaedra—^ 

Phad, What with the sweet sound of * gentle PiuP" 
dra, and my kind advocate.'— 

Jup, No, there's a sound will please thee better. 
[ Thrffom^ her a f^> 

Phad, Ay, there's something of melody in this soaod. 
I could dance all day, to the music of chink, chink. 

Jup. GOf Sosia, 
To Polidas, to Tranio, and to Gripus, 
Companions of our war : invite 'em all 
To join their pray'rs to smooth Alcmena's browj 
And, with a solemn feast, to crown the day. 

Sos. [Taking Jupiter aSmii the hnets.'} Let me tn^ 
brace you, sir.— [Jupiter pushes him away.'} Nay, y* 
must give me leave to express my gratitude. I ha** 
not eaten, to say eating, nor drank, to say drinluBgt 
never since our villanous encamping so near tbc 
enemy. 

Jufi. You, Bromia, see that all things be prcpar'd i 
With that magmftcenee, «i"i\^"\QN^\CvcMftk^ | 

Were guest, or master Y«xe» 
Sos. Or, rather. « mucY.%* * v^x>,A'««-' 
fe be guests, or n»ster»Vi«e. 
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^/c. Forbear; I am offended with myself, 

IPuiting him gently away mtk her hand* 

Xhat I have shewn this weakness Let me go 

** Where I may blush alone " 

[Goings and loohing back <m himm 
But come not you ; 

Lest I should spoil you with excess of fondness. 
And take you to my heart again. [Exit Ale. 

Jup. Forbidding me to follow, she invites me. 

{^Aside*' 
This is the mould of which I made the sex : 
I gave them but one tongue, to say us nay. 
And two kind eyes to grant. Be sure that none 

ITo Mercury. 
Approach to interrupt us. [Exit Jup. after Ale. 

Mer. Your lady has made the challenge of recon- 
ciliation to my lord. Here's a fair example for us two, 
Phaedra. 

Phad, No example at all, Sosia ; for my lady had 
the diamonds before-hand, and 1 have none of the 
gold goblet. 

. Mer. The goblet shall be forth-coming, if thou 
wilt give me weight for weight. 

Phad. Yes, and measure for measure too, Sosia ; 
that is, for a thimble-full of gold, a thimble-full of 
Jove. 

Mer, What think you now, Phaedra? Here's a 
weighty argument of love for you 1 

[Pulling out the goblet in a case from under ku tUak^^ 




" Think **« Aou art , and th. 

' •^as bur. ar mntf a r.^1 - ^ 
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«* 'Twas but to get a reconciling kiss» 
<* A wanton stratagem of love. 

** Aic. See how he doubles, like a hunted hare : 
<* A jest, and then a trial, and a bait--—" 

Jup, Think me jealous, then. 

Jtlc. Oh, that I could 1 far that's a noble crime ; 
And which a lover can, with case, forgive : 
** *Tis the high pulse of passion in a fever ; 
** A sickly draught but shews a burning thirst ;" 
Thine was a surfeit, not a jealousy ; 
And in that loathing of thy satiate love. 
Thou saw'st the odious obje6l with disdain. 
, Jtip, Oh, think not that I for you are ever new— 
** Your fruits^of love, like those of endless spring 
" In happy climes, where some are in the bud, 
*^ Some green, and ripening some, while others fall. 

** u^k. Ay, now you tell me this. Your puny 
passion, 
** Like the depravM desires of fretful sickness, 
*** Raves in short fits of craving and disgust. 
-** This mom, at break of day, you would be gone ; 
" Then chang'd your purpose, and came back ^ then 

>ag'd, 
^' Because th' tffe6t of chance was not foreseen ; 
** Then left me in disgust, with insult too ; 
•** And now, return'd again, you talk of love. 
** But never hope to be receiv'd again I 
** You would again deny you were tecev^*d^ 
•'^ And brand my spotless tame." 
J^A ^ vyjll not dare to iualUy vo^ critfta •. 
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Mer. That's my name indeed : didst thou thin 
had forgot it ? 

Arnph. Dost ihou see me \ 

Mer. Why, dost thou pretend to go invisible f 
thou hast any business here, dispatch it quickly : 
have no leisure to throw away upon such prtttt 
companions. 

Ampk, Thy companion, slave 1 How dar*st thou 
this insolent language to thy master ? 

Mtr» How I thou my master \ By what title \ 
never had any other master but Amphitryon. 

Aw^k* Well, and for whom dost thou take me i 

Mer. For some rogue or other ; but what rogu 
know not. 

Amph. Dost thou not know me for Amphitry 
slave } 

Mer» How should I know thee, when I see f 
dost not know thyself? Thou Amphitryon I In 
tavern hast th'oii been, and how many bottles di 
business, to metamorphose thee into my lord? 

Amph, 1 will so drub thee fur this insolence- 

Mer, How now, Impudence 1 are you thre; 
your betters? I should bring you to condign | 
ment, but that 1 have a great respe6l for tl 
wine, thu' I find it in a fool's noddle. 

Amph, What, none to let me in \ Why, J 
Bromia I 

Mer, Peace, fellow *, if my wife hears the 
both undone. Al d yjot^i, V\\«^\^ ^yA^ 
very busy \ and m^ ^^^'j «^^^^ ^"J ^^^^ "^ 
sturbed. 
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Imph. Amazement seizes me I 
fcr. At what art thou amazed ? My Lord Am- 
ryon and my Lady Alcmena had a falling out, 
are retired, without seconds, to decide the quar- 

If thouwert not a meddlesome fool, thou wouldst 
be thrusting thy nose into other people's matters. 

thee about thy business, if thou hast any ; for 
hear no more of thee. [Exit Mtrcury from above. 
Imph, BravM by my slave, dishonoured by my 

wife I 
what a desp'rate plunge am I reduc'd, 
his be true the villain says ? But why 
It feeble if? It must be true; she owns it. 
V, whether to conceal or blaze th* affront I 
5 way, I spread my infamy abroad ; 
d t'other, hide a burning coal within, 
at preys upon my vitals. I can fix 
nothing, but on vengeance. 

Enter SostA, Polidas, Gkipus, and Tranio. 

Wip, Yonder he is, walking hastily to and fro be- 
: his door, like a citizen clapping his sides before 
shop, in a frosty morning : *tis to catch a sto<> 
:h, I believe. 

'os, I begin to be afraid that he has more stomach 
ny sides and shoulders, than to his own vi6luals« 
w he shakes his head, and stamps, and what 
des he fetches ! He's in one of his daavw'dvosa^^'^ 
in. I don't like the looks o£ \um» 
!^^. Oh, my manner\y, faXr-svoV^vv^ ^^^^^^"^ 
G ii 
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fliave, are you there P I can reach you now, without 
climbing* Now we shall try wlio's drunk, and who's 
sober. 

Sos, Why, this is as it should be. I was somewhat 
suspicious tliat you were in a pestilent humour. Yes, 
we will havo a crash at the bottle, whenever your 
lordship pleases. I have summoned them, you see; 
and they arc notable topers, especially Judge Gripus. 

Grip, Yes, 'faith, ! never refuse my glass, in a 
good quarrel. 

AmpA. [To Sosia.] Why, thou insolent villain I 1*11 
teach a slave how to use his master thus. 

Sos. Here*s a fine business towards I I am sure I 
ran as fast as ever my legs could carry me, to call 
them. Nay, you may trust my diligence in all afiairs 
belonj^ing to the belly. 

Grip, lie has been very faithful to his commisuoo, 
I'll bear him witness. 

Amph, How can you be witness where you were not 
present ? The balcony, sirrah, the balcony I 

Sos, Why, to my best remembrance, you never ii 
vited the balcony, 

Amph, What nonsense dost thou plead fpr an r 
cuse of thy foul language, and thy base replies ? 

Sos. You fright a man out of his senses first, 
blame him afterwards for talking nonsense. Bu 
better for me to talk nonsense, than for some f 
nonsense ; 1 w\\\ sa.-^ v\\;3lI> whatever comes 
Pray, sir, let aU i\\\i\g,%>a<i ^ow<i ^tctwxNjj- M^ 
hope, when a maiv is tobcWvv^^^^ V^v^ wj 
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bring you and my lady together, that you might try 
to make up matters with her after your quarrel. 

Amph» Where, in what place, did I give this order ? 

Sos» Here, in this place, in the presence of this very 
door, and of that balcony ; and if they could speak^ 
they would both justify it. 

An^k. Oh, Heaven! — these accidents are so sur- 
prising, the more I think of them the more I am lost 
in my imagination. 

Grip. Nay, he has told us some passages, as he 
came along, that seemed to surpass the power of na* 
ture. 

Sos, What think you now, my lord, of a certain 
twin-brother of mine, called Sosia ? 'Tis a sly youth. 
Pray Heaven, you have not just such another relation 
within doors, called Amphitryon.— It may be it 

was he that put upon me, in your likeness and 

perhaps he may have put something upon your lord- 
ship too, that may weigh heavy upon the forehead. 

Ampk, [To those who hold him,'] Let me go — Sosia 
may be innocent, and I will not hurt him — Open the 
door ; I'll resolve my doubts immediately. 

Sos, The door is peremptory that it will not be 
opened without koys; and my brother, in the inside, 
is in possession, and will not part with them. 

Amph, Then 'tis manifest that I am affronted.- 

Break open the door, there. 

Grip, Stir not a man of you to \\\^ aL^?\?>\2.v\c<i» 

y^m/fA. Dost thou take part wVlYv m^ ;v^vA\^^^^'5iA^' 
because she is thy niece ? 
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till he has proved himself to be Amphitryon in form 
of law. But I'll make short work of that business ; 
for I'll take mine oath 'twas he. 
Grip. I should be glad it were. 
Sos, How, glad it were! — with your damned inter- 
rogatories when you ought to be thankful that so 

it is* 

Grip. That I may see my mistress, Phaedra, and 
present her with my great gold goblet, [Aside, 

Scs. If this be not the true Amphitryon, I wish I 
may be kept without doors, fasting, and biting my 
own fingers for want of vi6luals ; and that's a dread- 
ful imprecation. I am for the inviting, eating, and 
treating Amphitryon; I am sure 'tis he that is my 
lawfully begotten lord : and if you had an ounce of 
the justice in you, you ought to have laid hold on 
t'other Amphitryon, and committed him for a rogue, 
and an impostor, and a vagabond. 

The Door is opened. Mercury Jrom within. 
Mer. Enter quickly, masters. The passage on the 
right hand leads to the gallery, where my lord ex- 
perts you For I'm called another way. 

[Gripus, Tranio, and Polidas go into the Iiouse. 
Sos, I should know'that voice, by a secret instinct, 
*Tis a tongue of my family, and belongs to my bro- 
ther Sosia. It must be so ; for it carries a cudgel- 
ling kind of sound in it. But, put the wor^ ^^ftX. 

me weigh this matter wisely Hete?^ «c\it^\>sv%^^ 

a belly- full, Mgniast no beating atvd tvoYiOX>j Av^*— 
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The beating is bad — but the dinner is good. Now, 
not to be beaten, is but negatively good : but, not to 
fill my belly, is positively bad.— —Upon the whole 
matter, my final resolution is, to take I he good and 
tlie bad, as they come together. 

[Is entering — Mercnry meet$ him at tie deer* 

Mer, Whither now, you kitchen-scum ? From 

whence this impudence, to enter here without per* 
mission ? 

Sos. Nfost illustrious sir, my ticket is my hunger. 
Shew the full bowels of your compassion, to the 
empty bowels of my famine. 

Mer. Were you not charged to return no more?— 
I'll cut you into quarters, and hang you upon the 
shambles. 

Sos. You'll get but little credit by me. Alas, sir, 
I am but mere carrion I -Brave Sosia, com- 
passionate coward Sosia ; and beat not thyself, in 

beating me. 

Mer» Who gave you that privilege, sirrah, to as- 
sume my name? Have you not been sufficiently 

warned of it, and received part of punishment al- 
ready ? 

Sos, May it please you, sir, the name is big enough 
for both of us, 1 would have obeyed you, and quitted 
my title to it ; but, wherever I come, the malicious 
world will call me Sosia, in spite of me. I am sensible 
there ^re two /Vmp\\\u^o\\%\ ^tvd why may not there 

be two Sosiasl 1^^ ^\^Q^ ^'"'^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^oiCt^e^ 

throats at their owu p\e;xsutt\ W\^^>x ^tA.\^^\ft 
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% ^e few bastards no^'^a-da) i iHW^ «vm^ 

w. All, poor Sosiaf what will hc^mm td lihcc f 
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OS, I did not mean myself^I was tlnskii^ikf sa- 

er Sosia, a poor felloi^, th^t wju once of m!f ac- 

Intancej unfortitnately baiiishcd out of doof^ wbcn 

ixer wasjyst Cuming upon lire tabic* 

'itf J. Sosla, you and 1 niust Bless iiie I w hal 
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ible ^ 
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I will pronabe to beat roe ml o I lie housrp 
cgin when you please wiih me j but to be 
of the house, at dinner* tiin^^ flesh uiid 
[never bear it* 

hry ^J2f J ^i>i ^hutf mui Sosfa » i^//i making 
ftpsrds tkt dmr^ iut Mercury gttt &e(mxif and ai 
i^lk dffic^ Mm i>ff tht StQgi, 
1^1 In the name of woniler, wliat are you that 
Bik| and are not Sosh J 

C, II ibou wou^st know more of me, my person 
ly at thy disj^osing. 

prf* Tliea 1 ilTspo&e of it lo you agihi ; for 'tii 
ttf» 'lis not for my use* 

k T can be ugly or handsome, as 1 pleaw \ go 
d old, and rise young* I h^^ve so m^oy stiiti of 
ifis by nie, I can shift Vm when \ will, 
pd. You arc a fool !hen> lo pin on your wmit 

El when you come a wooing* 
. Go to ; ask no more questiuns* 1 am for 
urn ; for 1 know thy heart, arid see all rfioii hast 
E tht?e. Ill thy right pocket — let me *iee — three 
let »r5 from J ud^je GnpuSj written to the hot* 
» «u three sid(?s j full of fusiian pussion^ and 
y nonsense : as also in the same pocket* ii letter 
Ine mtrndcd to him ^ consisting of nhie lines and 
f, scrawl'd and fa lee spetl'd, to shew tliou art A 

e^. Ts the devil in you, to see all this ?— Now, 

f's sake, do not look in t'olher pockct^ 
■ 
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Thebes, and a song in the chamber of Plutus in 
praise of money. 

Mer. Well, now stamp with your foot* 

[Phxdra stamps ; tke mmsic strikes mp ; du starts 
and screanu out* 
Nay, nay, don't spoil the music— there's a friend of 
mine in the character of Plutus just coming in. 

Pkad, I am very much obliged to you and your 
friend ; but, if you please, I had rather keep a little 
farther out of his reach. 

Afer. Pshaw, pshaw I stay where you are ; my 
friends hurt nobody without my leave. 

SONG 

By a person who enters in the charad^er of Plutus. 

Away with the fables philosophers koldt 

Of pleasure that honesty gains without gold : 

To be rich is the blessings of life to secure ; 

And the man must be certain^ wretched thaffspoor* 

The virtue that claims all the gods for its friends^ 
On gold^ mighty gold^for existence depends: 
What wrongs, without gold, can a mortal redress f 
Or whoy without gold^ can get blessings, or bless ? 

*' The weak can you succour, tke worthy reward^ 
" If money be wanting, the gift and tke guard?** 
In gold there is strength which no foe can withstand ; 
// conquers and. trium^lis, hrj sea ^rvi by lami* 

<* In gold there art ckaTmss Jot iKt >|outK a-ad.\\v«.Ja>.\^ 
'^ Sigh one for an heiress, au4 out i^ auKdT. 
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* Therms sense for each circle that listens demure, 

* Consents with a grin, and cries Tes to be sure /" 
To be richy if you trust your own ears and your eyes, 
'i at once to be strong, to be fair, to be wise, 

* Phad, There's for you now— what have you to 
ay to that } 

* Mer, Why, Wit shall reply for me ; and, to 
nortify you the more, it shall be in the charaQer 
►fa woman." 

'^kckd, [To Plutus, who is going,"] Stay then, Mr. Plu- 

, if you please- let's hear what he'll say, by 

f of reply. 

)4er, Thai's but an ill-natur*d experiment ; for 
t and Wealth have no kindness for one another : 
vever, it shall be as you please for once. 

[Mercury waves his caduceus, a nymph enters, 
in the charader of Wit, 

SONG. 

Plutus, vain is all your vaunting. 

Wit must life with bliss supply. 
Gold,- alas I should Wit be wanting. 

Would not find a joy to buy. 

Wit alone creates the blessing. 

Which, exchanged for gold, you share : 
Slert/goid aione possessing, 
ff^Aat Aas man but gloom and cart ? 
H iij 
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VTit^ of ev'ty art dtvistr^ / 

Evtry passion can controtU : h 

Can to pity move tke miser ^ 
Can with mirth dilate his soul. 

Gold itself, on Wit depending, 

Thence derives its utmost powV : 
Folly all profusely spending. 

Folly hoarding all is poor* 

Phitd. To her, Mr. Plutus. 

DUET. 

Plut. In vain would your jargon our senses bcwhch, 
•D' ye tell me that gold will not make a man rich? 

fVit. It is Wit, Wit alone, that can keep it or use; 
And it cannot enrich those that hide it or lose. 

Plut. Your quibbles I scorn. 

Wit, But you cannot reply. 

Plut, I boldly affirm 

Wit. What I boldly deny. 

Plut. ril bet you ten millions. 

Wit. No wagers I lay. 

Plut. You dare not. 

Wit. I scorn you. 

Plut. I hate you. 

IVit. Away 

P/ut. I go — may %teaX'\oNtm\\\'s.Ts«xt>^ decree: 
That we never mav rcvt^v^iv^^^^^^^^x^asv^^^v 
^^it. Go youlo vYvttoo\\^\v* 
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Plut. And you to the poor. 

Wit, The poor I can bless, and their blessings secure. 

\Exeunt severally. 

" Phad. Well, for all these fine promises of Wit, I 
** have no great opinion of the happiness of poverty, 

" Mer, If you will not yield to argument, let expe- 
*< riment convince you. 

[Strikes the scene with his caduceus, and it changes to 
a rural proipe^^ with a dance of peasants to 
country music, 
*< Wqll, what think you, Phaedra-— -are these people 
*« happy ? 

" Pheed, If they are happy, they owe their happi- 
•* ness as little to wit as to money, 1 believe. 

<* Mer, I beg your pardon — if it had not been for 
** the arts that Wit has invented, they would have 
" had neither pipe nor dance : and mere ease and 
" content are but negative happiness at the best. 

«« Phad, Well, I find 'tis in vain to dispute with 
" you : but I shall hold my opinion for all that. 
** Adieu— -r-lf you make me happy according to 
** my way of thinking, perhaps I may make you 
^* happy according to yours. \_Exit, 

" Mer, Woman— mere woman I — however, I 
<< love thee but as mere woman, and only as mere 
*' woman thou art mine. 

** Such bargain^loves as I with Phctdra treaty 

<< Are all the leagues and/riendshipi ojiht grtal* 

'' ^ttr iron age is grown an age of gold\ 
_^^^g> zc/Ao 6ids mo st-^for all men would be sold •"^ \^;^ 
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ACrV. SCtNEI. 



Enter Gmpus and Ph^dra. Gripus has the gM 
in his hand* 

Phcedra, 
You will not be so base to take it from me? 

Grip, 'Tis my proper chattel : and I'll seize my 
own in whatever hands I find it. 

Phted. You know I only shew'd it to you to provoke 
your generosity, that you might out-bid your rival 
with a better present. 

Grip, My rival is a thief : and I'll indite you for a 
receiver of stolen goods. 

Pkced, Thou hide-bound lover I 

Grip. Thou very mercenary mistress 1 

Phad. Thou most mercenary magistrate 1 

Grip, Thou seller of thyself I 

Phctd. Thou seller of other people 1 Thou weather- 
cock of government : that when the wind blows for 
the subjcft, point'st to privilege ; and when it changes 
for the sovereign, veer*st to prerogative. 

Grip, Will you compound, and take it as my present) 

Phad. No : but I'll send thy rival to force it from 
thee. 

Grip. When a thief is rival to his judge, the hang- 
man will soon decide the difference. [£«ir Phaedra. 

Enter Mekc\3^^ > wtHtwo ixowdi* 
ter. [Bomng.-\ Save ^out ^ocAW^^Vv^. 
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tp. From an impertinent coxcomb— I am o^t 

imoiir, an4 am in haste — Leave me. 

(fr. 'Tis my duty to attend on your lordship, and 

ise you of that indecent burthen. 

ip. Gold was never any burtheii to one of my 

^ssion. 

T. By your lordship's permission, Phaedra has 

me to- rake it from you. 

ip. What, by violence \ 

er. [Still bowing.] No; but by your honour's 

lission, I am to restore it to her, and persuade 

lordship to renounce your pretensions to her. 

ip. Tell her flatly, I will neitlier do one, nor 

ler. 

rr. O, my good lord, I dare pass my word for 

• free consent to both.— Will your honour be 

5'd to take your choice of one of these ? 

ip. Why these are swords : what have I to do 

them? 

tr. Only to take your choice of one of them 

h your lordship pleases ; and leave the other to 

' most obedient servant* 

•ip. What, one of these ungodly weapons ? Take 

;e, I'll lay you by the heels, sirrah : this has the 

arance of an unlawful bloody challenge. 

iT. You magistrates are pleased to call it so, my 

; but with us sword- men, 'tis an honourable in- 

ion to the cutting of one another's tbi:oa.t&% 

7> Be answcr'd ; I have uo lYiic»X. V^i c>aX* 'Vt^ss. 

ball decide our controversy* 
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. Met, By your permission^ my lord, it must be 
patchM this way. 

Grip, V\\ sec ihec hang'd before I give 
any such permission, to dispatch me into am 
world» 

Mtr* At the least, my lord, you have no ooc 
to complain of my want of respect to you : you 
neither restore the goblet, nor renounce Phaedr 
offer you the combat ; you refuse it ; all this is 
in the forms of honour : it follows, that I am t 
front, cudgel you, or kick you, at my own art 
ment ; and, 1 suppose, you are too honourable n 
approve of my proceeding. 

Grip, Here's a new sort of process, that was i 
heard of in any of our courts. 

Mtr, This, my good lord, is law in short-h 
without your long preambles, and tedious repeti< 
that signify nothing but to squeeze the subjefl : t 
fore, with your lordship's favour, I begin. 

\Jtllip5 him under tk 

Grip, What's this for? 

Mer, To give you an occasion of returning 
box o' th' car ; that so, all things may proceec 
thodically. 

Grip, I put in no answer, but suffer a non-sui 

Mer. No, my lord ; for the costs and charge 
to be paid : will you please to restore the cup ? 

Grip, I have toVdxKcc, ivo. 

Mer, Then frotii ^o^t c\v\tx^ \ rnw^x ^v«tv\V5 
lordship's Ciirs. 
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p. Ohy oh, ohy oh I — Wilt thou never leave lug- 
me by the ears ? 

r. Not till your lordship will be pleas'd to hear 
n. [^PuUing again, 

p. Take the cup, and the devil give thee joy on't. 
^ [Still holding Aim.] And your lordship will 
;r be graciously pleased to release all claimsy 
, and actions whatsoever to Phaedra : you must 
tne leave to add one small memeiuo^ for that too. 

[Pulling kirn again, 
p. I renounce her, 1 release her. 

Enter PuiEDRA. 
r. [To Arr.] Phasdra, my lord has been pleased 
very gracious, without pushing matters to ex- 

ty- 

a?i. I over-heard it all. But give me livery and 
of the goblet, in the first place, 
r. There's an a6l of oblivion should be pass'd too. 
xd. Let him begin to remember quarrels, when 
re : now I have him under my girdle, I'll cap 
s with him to the end of the chapter. 

Enter Amphitryon and Guards, 
xph, [To Gripus.] At last I have got possession 
•ut your lordship's warrant. Phaedra, tell Alc- 

l am here. 
xd. ril carry no such lying message — You arc 
ere, and you cannot be here ; for to m^j Vjanrn* 
, yo\x are above with my Vad^ \w\>ftfc Ocvws^^'v* 
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^^""^'- rTttvr3"^^°";' nee crftwo suns. 
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L This is a sight, that, like the Gorgon's head, 
all my blood, and stiffens me to stone* 
no more enquire into my fate ; 
!iat I see, resolves my doubts too plain. 
I. Two drops of water cannot be more like. 
They are two very sames. 
fer. [jHde.'] Our Jupiter is a great comedian, 
rounterfeits most admirably." 
k. Now I am gather'd back into myself; 
art beats high, and pushes out the blood, 

[Drawing its sword, 
re me just revenge on this impostor. 
I are brave, assist me. — [To the Guards,"] — Not 

one stirs ! 
are all brib*d to take th* enchanter's part I 
ue, the work is mine ; and thus- 
7oing to rush upon Jupiter ; and is held by Tranio 
and Polidas. 
It must not be. 
. Give him his way: I dare the madman's 

worst. 
ill take notice, that it looks not like 
rue Amphitryon, to fly out at first 
uial force j it shews he doubts his cause, 
dares not trust his reason to defend it. 
ih. [Struggling,] Thou base usurper of my name 

and bed! 
is than thy heart's blood can wash away 
ffronts I have siistain*d. 
7. Wc must not suffer 
I 
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So Strange a duel, as Amphitryon ,i .; 

To fight against himself. Ik ,j 

PoU Nor think we wrong you, when we hold your ,^^ 
hands : ' p^ 

Wc know our duty to our general ; \^^J 

We know the ties of friendship to our friend j n^.^^ 

But who t hit friend, or who that general is. 
Without more certain proofs betwixt you two, 
Is hard to be distinguish*d by our reason> 
Impossible by sight. 

Amph, I know it ; and have satisfy*d myself, 
I am the true Amphitryon. 

Jup» See agam, 
He shuns the certain proofs; and dares not stand 
Impartial judgment, and award of right. 
But since Alcmena's honour is concerned, 
Whom, more than life and all the world, I love ; 
This I propose, as equal to us both. 
Tranio and Polidas, be you assistants ; 
The guards be ready lo secure th* impostor. 
When once so prov'd, for public punishment ; 
And, Gripus, be thou umpire of the cause. 

Amph» I am content ; let him proceed to exami- 
nation. 

Grip. [Aside to Mercury.] On whose side would yo« 
please that I si ould give the sentence ? 

Mer. [Aside to Gripus.] Follow thy conscience fe 
once : but not to make a custom of it neither ; " nor 
** to leave at\ evW ^Ttcc^twx. <A>\\.x\^taess to futitft 
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gistrate under corredion. Your old fornfcating 
judge dares never give sentence against him that 
knov\s his haunts." 

PoL Your lordship knows I was master of Amphi- 
'on*s ship; and 1 desire to know of him, what 
ssed in private betwixt us two at his landing, when 
was just ready to engage the enemy ? 
Grip, Let the true Amptiitryon answer first ' 
Jup. and AmpA. together, ^-^My lord, I told him 
Grip, Peace both of you I — ^*Tis a plain case, they 
e both true ; for they both speak together : but 
r more certainty, let the false Amphitryon speak 

St. 

Mer. Now they are both silent 

Grip. Then 'tis plain on t'other side, that they arci 

Ise Amphitryons. 

Mer, Which Amphitryon shall speak first ? 

Grip, Let the choleric Amphitryon speak : and let 

e peaceable hold his peace. 

Amph, [To Pol.] You may remember that I whis- 

:red you, not to part from the stern one single mo« 

ent. 

PoL You did so. 

Grip. No more words then: I proceed to sen- 
nce. 

Jup. 'Twas I that whispered him ; and he may re- 
lember I gave him this reason for it, that if our mea 
ere beaten, I might secure my own retreat. 

PoL You did so» 
^rtfi. Now again he's as true as t?o\)ftfct. 
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Tran. You knovir I was pay- master : what direc- 
tions did you give me the night before the battle f 

Grip. To which of the You's art thou speaking? 

jimpA, I ordered you to take particular care of the 
great bag. 

Grip. Why this is demonstration. 

Jup. The bag that I recommended to you, was of 
tiger *s skin ; and marked Beta. 

Grip. In sadness, I think, they are both jugglers; 
here's nothing, and here's nothing $ and then Aiccius 
doccius, and they are both here again* 

Tran. You, peaceable Amphitryon, what money 
was there in that bag ? 

Jup. The sum, in gross, amounted just to fifty At- 
tic talents. 

Tran. To a farthing. 

Grip. Paugh I Obvious, obvious* 

Jmpk. Two thousand pieces of gold were tied up 
in a handkerchief by themselves. 

Tran. I remember it. 

Grip. Then 'tis dubious again. 

Jup. But the rest was not all silver ; for there were 
just four thousand brass halfpence. 

Grip. Being but brass, the proof is inconsiderable : 
if they had been silver, it had gone on your side. 

jimpA. [To Jup.] Death and hell, you will not per- 
suade me that I did not kill Ptcrelas ? 

Jup. Nor you me, that I did not enjoy Alcmena? 

y^mpL That\aLSi\\3i%v^\^^^voYat \j(dd£. 

Yet there's one ptoot v\\ov\ c^^tvQX.wsoxc^x'isss.v 
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cilling Pterelas, I had a wound 

I in the brawny part of my right arm ; 

lere still the scar remains : Now blush, impostor : 

• this thou canst not show. 

[Bares his afm^ and shews the scar^ which they all 
look 6n, 
Jmnes, This is the true Amphitryon. 

Jup, May your lordship please 

'irip. No, sirrah, it does not please me : hold your 
igue, I charge you, for the case is manifest. 
Jup. By your favour then, this shall speak for me. 
[Bares his arm, and shews it, 
Tran, 'Tis just in the same muscle. 
Pol, Of the same length and breadth J and the scar 
the same bluish colour. 

Grip, [To Jup.] Did not 1 charge you not to speak ? 
was plain enough before ; and now you have puz- 
rd it again. 

Amph, Good gods, how can this be! 
Grip. For certain there was but one Pterelas ; and 
must have been in the plot against himself too : for 

was killed first by one of them, and then rose 
t of respect to t'other Amphitryon, to be killed 
ice over. 

Enter Alcmena, Phadra, and Bromia. 

Ak. [Turning to PI acdra and Bromia.] No more of 

this ; it soundb impossible 
hat two should be so like, no d\fet^tvt^ iwvcA* 
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Plurd, VouMI find it true. 

Aic. Then wluTc*s Alcmena*s honour and her 1 
l«\irev\cll my ncoi'iess tear, it cannot be : 
I liM is a ca^c too nice for vulgar sight ■ 
lint It't nie come, my Iwrart will guide my eyes 
'Jo point, and tremble to its proper choice. 

[Seeing Amphitryon,^0e5/( 
"i'luTc neither was, nor is, but one Amphitryon 
AmiI I am only his [Goes to take him by the 

Amph, \Piiihuig her away from himJ\ Away, 
litb.s ! 

Jup» My gentle love, my treasure and my joj 
Tel low no more that false and foolish fire, 
That would mislead thy fame to sure deslrudioi 
Look on thy better hiibband, and thy friend, 
Wlio will not leave thee liable to scorn, 
Jiiit vijidicate ihy honour from that wretch. 
Who would by base aspersions blot thy virtue. 

Ale* {Goin^r to him, who embraces her, ] I was i: 
mistaken I thou art he 1 
Thy words, thv thoughts, thy soul is all Ampliii 
Th' impostor his ihy features, not thy mind; 
The face mi;;lit have dcceiv'd nie in my choice, 
T liy kindiioss is a ^nide that cannot err. 

Amph. What 1 in my presence to prefer thcv' 
Oh. execrable- cheat I I break the truce ; 
And will no more attend your vain decisions. 
To I {lis — iiiid vo t\\e «^o^?. V*\\ u\\"5.\. wx^j cause. 

\[i rui/ting upou'ivy^>x.«^ aadU KtU 
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Jup» Poor man ! how I contemn those idle threats I 
.Were I disposed, thou might*st as safely meet 
The thunder launch'd from the red arm of Jove. 
3ut in the face of Thebes she shall be clear'd ; 
And what I am, and what thou art, be known. 
Attend, and I will bring convincing proofs. 

Ampk, Thou wouldst elude my justice, and escape: 
But 1 will follow thee, through earth, and seas ; 
iNor hell shall hide thee from my just revenge. 

Jup, V\\ spare thy pains ; it shall be quickly seen, 
Betwixt us two, who seeks, and who avoids.- 
-Come in, my friends — and thou who sccm*st Amphi- 
tryon ; 
That all who are in doubt, may know the true. 

[Jupiter re-enters the house ; with him Amphitryon, 
Alcmena, Polidas, Tranio, and Guards, 

Mer. Thou, Gripus, and you, Bromia, stay with 
Phaedra ; 

[To Grip, and Brom. who are following* 
iLet their affairs alone, and mind we ours. 
Amphitryon's rival shall appear a god : 
iBut know before-hand, I am Mercury ; 
Who want not heav*n, while Phaedra is on earth. 

Erom, But, an't please your lordship, is my fellow 
servant, Phaedra, to be exalted into the heav*ns, and 
made a star \ 

Phced. When that comes to pass, if you look up a- 
nights, I shall remember oldkindness^axvdHOt'^sXaA^*^ 
to twinkle on you, 
2 
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Enter S o 5 1 A , peeping about Am ; and seeing Merc u r y, 
is starting back, 

Sos, Here he is again; and there's no passing by 
him into the house, unless I were a sprite, to glide 
in through the key-hole. -^~I am to be a vagabond, 
I find. 

Mer, Sosia, come back. 

Sos. No, I thank you — you may whistle me long 
enough ; a beaten dog has always the wit to avoid his 
master. 

Mer, T permit thee to be Sosia again. 

Sos, 'Tis an unfortunate name, and I abandon itt 
he that has an itch to be beaten, let him take it upllir 
Sosia; — what have 1 said nowl 1 mean forme; fori 
neither am nor will be Sosia. 

Mer. But thou mayst be so in safety : for I have 
acknowledged myself to be God Mercury. 

Sos. I am your most humble servant, good Mr. 
Mercury. But how shall I be sure that you will never 
assume my shape again ? 

Mtr. Because I am weary of wearing so villanoui 
an outside. 

Sos. Well, well; as villanous as it is, here's old 
Broinia uill be contented with it. 

Br am. Yes, now I am sure that I may chastise you 
safely. 

Sos, Ay, but ^ou W^ Vt^w-aiVft beed how you at- 
tenjpt it ; for as Metcux^ Yv^'&Xvxttv^^XvvTWL^Vvc&si'vss.^ V 
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take the toy into ray head, to turn myself 
cury, that I may swinge you off, condignly. 
[n the mean time, be all my witnesses, that 
haedra for my wife of the left handj that is, 
ture of a lawful concubine. 
You shall pardon me for believing you, for 
re a god : for you have a terrible ill name 
md Vm afraid you'll j^et a footman, instead 
)t, to marry us. 
Un here^s Gripus shall draw up articles be* 

But he's terribly used to false conveyancing 
be it so ; for my counsel shall overlook them 
sign. Come on, Gripus j that I may have 
',r black and white. 

[Here Grip, gets ready periy ink, and paper* 
Vith all my heart. 

[To Grip.] Begin, begin : Heads of articles 
de, &c. betwixt Mercury, god of thieves— 

Vnd Phsedra, queen of gipsies Imprimis^ I 

ro buy, and settle upon h^r, an estate, con- 
line thousand acres of land, in any part of 
:o her own hking. 

Provided always, that no part of the said 
isand acres shall be upon, or adjoining to 
irnassus : for I will not be fobbed off with a 
;state. 

iemoratidumy that she be always constant to 
admit of no other lovex, 
Memorandum, ualcss il be 3l\o^^x CoaX^^'^'^ 
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more ; and that the constancy shall not exceed the 
settlement. 

•* Mer, Utm^ that she shall keep no male servants 
** in her house. 

** lirom. Here's no provision made for children 
«* yet. 

** Phad. Well remembered, Bromia ; 1 bargain ' 
** that my eldest son shall be a hero, and my eldest 
•« daughter a king's mistress. 

** Mer, That is to say, a blockhead, and a harlot, 
" Phxdra. 

•• Phad. That's true ; but who dares call them so? 
*< Then for the younger children :— but now I think 
«* on't, we'll have no more, but master and miss j for 
'* the rest would be but chargeable, and a burden to 
«* the nation. 

*• Mtr» Yes, yes ; the second shall be a false pro- 
** phet : he shall have wit enough to set up a new 
'* religion ; and too much wit to die a martyr 
«« for it." 

Phad, Oh, what had I forgot ? there's pih-money* 
aiul alimony, and separate maintenance, and a thpu- 
sand things more to be considered ; that are all to be ; 
tucked to this a£l of settlement. 

Sos, I am a fool, I must confess — but yet I can see 
as far into a mill-stone as the best of you. I haT« 
olvserved, that you women- wits arc commonly so 
(|ijick upon lV\c ^ceY\X, \.\vax >jou often over-run it: 
,tr»iv I wov\\d asV o^ ^/V2L^^«vW^^\'a.^^^\^^ss*.Mf. j 
n there %V\o\x\d >a^ ^V^vt^xa >Bt«^^'eifc'«^ 
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cles, in what court of judicature she intends to sue 
him ? 

Phad, The fool has hit upon't :— Gods, and great 
men, are never to be sued i for they can always plead 
privilege of peerage ; and, therefore for once, Mon- 
sieur, Pll take your word; for as long as you love ^ 
me, you'll be sure to keep it : and, in the mean time, 
I shall be gaining experience how to manage some 
rich cully ; for no woman ever made her fortune by 
a wit. 

[It thunders \ and the company within doorsy Amphi- 
tryon, Alcmena, Polidas, and Tranio, ali ^come 
running outy and join with the rest, who were on. the 
Theatre before*. 
Amph* Sure *tis some god I He vanished from our 
sight. 
And told us we should see him soon return. ^ 

Ale, 1 know not what to hope, nor what to fear. 
A simple error, is a real crime ; 
And unconsenting innocence is lost. 

\^A second peal of thunder. After toktchf Jupiter ap-^ 

pears in a machine, 
Jup. Look up, Amphitryon, and behold above 
Th* impostor god, the rival of thy love : 
In thy own shape see Jupiter appear. 
And let that sight secure thy jealous fear. 
Disgrace, and infamy, are turn*d to boast ; 
No fame in Jove's concurrence can be lost ; 
What he enjoys, he sanctifies from vice \ • 

And by partaking stamps into a pncc. 
.1 



1." a:: ••HI TRY ox. A&V, 

'• •..' . ' ArS',' Ampliitnon and Alcmcna both 
ci ... .\ -•..'•«, ail i know in.»t how to take it." 

.^ '//. . .' Oi:r scvcieV.n 1t»rd Jupiter is a sly 
c • in J-.'.* !u.w to pid a bitter pill. 

■ . ". ■ t! ' ?.\..\ irii r-^ r.igr.t shall rise an heir, 
(-:c..* . "••J ' .> - : ■. .."-i 1 .' i" lis nothcr fair: 
V.'-- ■..:.. :■•.::■.:, ■ •". ! i;,:.in's to disseise; 
!' • . . n w^xW :" -! wnr.t> a Hcrriilcs. 
M •-.•■■,...■.: :*«'•.':- ;:^n I'.c sh-11 engage, 
A • v. 1 .. ■ • -*:.' :'.:';' i.. Ii an impious age, 
W ; ' ' .-';*-.T- ;. '1 ::rl«r.^ili succeed; 
A ' r .■■"■: J:-., r,, r-v/ ii'/n^ to be freed, 
^; .. ■; h: . : ;. .\.\\ t" l;.|-;:r.e55, by need. 

'T .\'.\cv IS rarrUJ lack to ficcvcn, 
r r.; \V: ;.': .■"■.:•..! ^a'c Amiliitryon. 
."■/■.;. .■ •..":.'., if li. ii hiidst brcn as 

\ '■ . .! . .. :. .: Pi::r!u;l I say no more,— 

r .: ' • .': h:5 forainc, as well 
. ■■..•..■. V.-.!-.. ::y;n neither. 
— . ..;...■•.■:.■ ji/u:n — 
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